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Antisocial Media: 
How Facebook 
Disconnects Us and 
Undermines 
Democracy 
Vaidhyanathan, 
Siva  
Oxford University 
Press 
9780190841164 
272 pages 
hardcover 
$24.95 

Pub Date: 6/3/2018 
 
Explains how social media is undermining 
centuring of progress and thought and 
provides the first comprehensive account of 
the effects that Facebook has had on our lives 
and our world. A significant attack on 
Zuckerberg from the author of The 
Googlization of Everything.  
 

 
Siva Vaidhyanathan is the 
Robertson Professor of 
Media Studies and the 
Director of the Center for 
Media and Citizenship at 
the University of Virginia. 
He produces a local 
public-affairs television 
program and several 

podcasts, and he directs the publication of 
Virginia Quarterly Review. A former 
professional journalist, he has published five 
previous books on technology, law, and 
society, including The Googlization of 
Everything.  
 
 
 
 

 
Consent on 
Campus: A 
Manifesto 
Freitas, Donna  
Oxford University 
Press 
9780190671150 
240 pages 
hardcover 
$19.95 
Pub Date: 9/4/2018 
 
Offers a blueprint 

for how universities can teach more effectively 
about consent. Written by a leading expert on 
sex and campus culture and draws on over ten 
years of research and discussions with college 
students.  Author tour - LA, SF, Seattle.  
 
 

 
Donna Freitas 
lectures at 
universities across 
the United States 
on her work about 
college students. 
She is the author 

of Sex and the Soul: Juggling Sexuality, 
Spirituality, Romance and Religion on America's 
College Campuses and The Happiness Effect: 
How Social Media is Driving a Generation to 
Appear Perfect at Any Cost, and has written for 
publications including The Wall Street Journal 
and The New York Times. Freitas is currently a 
non-resident research associate at the Center 
for Religion and Society at Notre Dame. She 
lives in New York City. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Future Politics: 
Living Together in a 
World Transformed 
by Tech 
Susskind, Jamie  
Oxford University 
Press 
9780198825616 
560 pages 
hardcover 
$27.95 
Pub Date: 
10/1/2018 
 

A groundbreaking book that challenges us to 
understand the extent to which new 
technologies will shape the way society works 
and uses the insights of political philosophy to 
show how technologies are already influencing 
issues of power, liberty, democracy, and social 
justice. Asks penetrating questions about 
where power will lie in the future--with 
governments, transnational tech giants, 
individuals, or with artificial intelligence itself 
and sets out options for what democracy could 
look like in this new digital world. Events in 
Seattle (Seattle Town Hall). 
 
 

Jamie Susskind is an 
author, speaker, and 
practicing barrister. A 
past Fellow of Harvard 
University's Berkman 
Center for Internet and 
Society, he studied 
history and politics at 

Magdalen College, Oxford. He lives in London. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

American Cosmic: 
UFOs, Religion, 
Technology 
Pasulka, Diana 
Walsh  
Oxford University 
Press 
9780190692889 
8 illustrations 
296 pages 
hardcover 
$24.95 
Pub Date: 
2/1/2019 

 
Based on a six-year, immersive study of 
communities of UFO believers, including Silicon 
Valley entrepreneurs and scientists, and 
examines the mechanisms that foster belief in 
intelligent extraterrestrial life. Argues that TV 
shows and movies have become a means of 
answering questions formerly answered by 
traditional religions.  

 
D.W. Pasulka is 
Professor of Religious 
Studies at the 
University of North 
Carolina Wilmington, 
and chair of the 
Department of 
Philosophy and 
Religion. Her current 
research focuses on 
religious and 
supernatural belief 

and practice and its connections to digital 
technologies and environments. She is the 
author and co-editor of numerous books and 
essays, the most recent of which are Believing 
in Bits: New Media and the Supernatural, co-
edited with Simone Natalie and forthcoming 
from Oxford University Press, and 
Posthumanism: the Future of Homo Sapiens, 
co-edited with Michael Bess (2018). She is also 
a history and religion consultant for movies 
and television, including The Conjuring (2013) 
and The Conjuring II (2016).  



Cyberwar: How 
Russia helped Elect 
Trump 
Jamieson, Kathleen 
Hall  
Oxford University 
Press 
9780190915810 
240 pages 
hardcover 
$24.95 
Pub Date: 
10/3/2018 
 

Provides a qualified yet compelling answer in 
the affirmative to the biggest question left over 
from the election: Did the Russians help elect 
Donald Trump? Carefully lays out the 
challenges to the notion that the Russians 
tilted the election and methodically dispenses 
with them in a powerful, evidence-based 
analysis by one of the deans of American 
politics. Marshals unique polling data and 
rigorous media framing analysis to explain why 
in all probability the interference had an effect 
on the outcome. Author is the cofounder of 
factcheck.org. 
  

Kathleen Hall 
Jamieson is the 
Elizabeth Ware 
Packard Professor 
of Communication 
at the Annenberg 
School for 
Communication of 
the University of 

Pennsylvania and Director of its Annenberg 
Public Policy Center. Among her award-winning 
Oxford University Press books are Packaging 
the Presidency, Eloquence in an Electronic Age, 
Spiral of Cynicism (with Joseph Cappella), and 
The Obama Victory (with Kenski and Hardy). 
 
 
 
 
 

An American 
Odyssey: The Life 
and Work of 
Romare Bearden 
Campbell, Mary 
Schmidt  
Oxford University 
Press 
9780195059090 
24 pp 4-color 
plates, 75 b/w 
images 
448 pages 
hardcover 

$34.95 
Pub Date: 9/4/2018 
 
The definitive biography of one of the most 
important and unappreciated artists of the 
twentieth century that offers a view into the 
mind a man whose art celebrated the 
traditions and ceremonies of African American 
culture. By the time of his death in 1988, 
Romare Bearden was most widely celebrated 
for his large-scale public murals and collages, 
which were reproduced in such places as Time 
and Esquire to symbolize and evoke the black 
experience in America. As Mary Schmidt 
Campbell shows us in this definitive, defining, 
and immersive biography, the relationship 
between art and race was central to his life and 
work -- a constant, driving creative tension.  

 
Mary Schmidt 
Campbell is President 
of Spelman College 
and Dean Emerita of 
the Tisch School of the 
Arts. She served as the 
vice chair of the 
President's Committee 

on the Arts and Humanities under former 
President Barack Obama. 
 
 
 
 
 



You: A Natural 
History 
Irvine, William B.  
Oxford University 
Press 
9780190869199 
32 line art; 7 
halftones 
240 pages 
hardcover 
$27.95 
Pub Date: 10/1/2018 
 

The only book on the market that both 
explores and attempts to interweave your 
various identities--as a member of a species, a 
collection of cells, a collection of atoms, etc. 
Unites scientific questions with philosophical 
questions that arise concerning the meaning of 
life and offers a multi-disciplinary investigation 
of humanity's hyper-extended family tree, 
going all the way back to the Big Bang.  The 
author’s previous book, A Guide to the Good 
Life: the Ancient Art of Stoic Joy, sold 80,000 
copies. 

 
William B. Irvine 
is Professor of 
Philosophy at 
Wright State 
University in 
Dayton, Ohio. He 
describes himself 

as a twenty-first century Stoic with an intense 
interest in science. Dr. Irvine is the author of 
the bestselling A Guide to the Good Life: the 
Ancient Art of Stoic Joy (2008) and numerous 
other books. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Politics of 
Autism 
Siegel, Bryna  
Oxford University 
Press 
9780199360994 
19 illustrations 
344 pages 
hardcover 
$29.95 
Pub Date: 9/3/2018 
 
Explores factors 
that may be 

inflating autism's reported prevalence and 
biases in diagnostic practices and probes the 
psychology of adopters of ineffective autism 
homeopathy, and those championing the anti-
vaccine movement. Focuses on the need for 
clear-eyed planning for adulthood in 
individuals with autism. Author is the founder 
and Executive Director of the Autism Center of 
Northern California and lives in San Francisco 
CA. 
 
 

Dr. Bryna Siegel is a 
developmental 
psychologist, founder and 
Executive Director of the 
Autism Center of 
Northern California. She is 
retired as Professor of 

Child and Adolescent Psychiatry at the 
University of California, San Francisco. Her 
career spans 40 years of working on autism 
diagnosis, education, and treatment. Her 
interest in the politics of autism grows from 
years of work on autism diagnosis, autism 
education, and observing the lives of families 
living with autism. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Doing Philosophy: 
From Common 
Curiosity to Logical 
Reasoning 
Williamson, Timothy  
Oxford University 
Press 
9780198822516 
9 black-and-white 
images 
176 pages 
hardcover 
$18.95 

Pub Date: 11/1/2018 
 
A highly accessible account of how modern 
philosophers think and work and presents a 
distinctive view of philosophy, arguing that it is 
far more scientific than many philosophers 
think. Includes a wealth of examples from 
history charting philosophical thinking's 
successes and failures and offers a timely and 
much needed intervention in the current hot 
debate on philosophical methodology. This 
book will cause you to rethink what philosophy 
is. 
 

Timothy Williamson is 
Wykeham Professor of 
Logic at the University 
of Oxford and A. 
Whitney Griswold 
Visiting Professor at 

Yale University. Previously he was the 
Professor of Logic and Metaphysics at 
Edinburgh University. He has published books 
and articles on many branches of philosophy, 
some of which have been translated into 
German, Spanish, French, Italian, Hungarian, 
Serbian, Turkish, Chinese, Korean, and other 
languages. He frequently writes on philosophy 
for the Times Literary Supplement, The New 
York Times blog The Stone, and newspapers in 
various countries. 
 
 
 
 

Sleeping with the 
Lights On: The 
Unsettling Story of 
Horror 
Jones, Darryl  
Oxford University 
Press 
9780198826484 
12 black-and-white 
images 
208 pages 
hardcover 
$16.95 
Pub Date: 

10/11/2018 
 
Explores the constantly changing face of 
horror, ranging across hundreds of years of 
theatre, literature, films, and on the internet 
and discusses some of the key tropes of horror, 
including its monsters, body horror, the 
supernatural, and evil science. Considers how 
horror often reflects contemporary anxieties 
and fears, and the way society responds to 
literary and film representations of the 
gruesome and taboo. Engages in the argument 
of whether the enjoyment of horror should be 
regarded with suspicion. 

  
Darryl Jones is 
Professor of English 
and Dean of the 
Faculty of Arts, 
Humanities, and Social 
Sciences at Trinity 
College Dublin, where 
he teaches 
nineteenth-century 
literature and popular 

fiction. His books include Horror: A Thematic 
History in Fiction and Film, the Oxford World's 
Classics editions of M. R. James's Collected 
Ghost Stories, and Horror Stories: Classic Tales 
from Hoffmann to Hodgson. He has also 
written numerous articles on nineteenth-
century fiction and supernatural literature. 
 
 



Atlas of the 
World 
Oxford University 
Press  
Oxford University 
Press 
9780190913038 
Atlas of the 
World.  
448 pages 
hardcover 
$89.95 

Pub Date: 10/1/2018 
 
The only world atlas updated annually, 
guaranteeing that users will find the most 
current geographic information, Oxford's Atlas 
of the World is the most authoritative atlas on 
the market. Full of crisp, clear cartography of 
urban areas and virtually uninhabited 
landscapes around the globe, the Atlas is filled 
with maps of cities and regions at carefully 
selected scales that give a striking view of the 
Earth's surface. It opens with a fascinating look 
at world statistics, a six-page special on Land 
and Maritime Boundaries, and satellite images 
of earth, including 8-10 stunning new images 
sourced from NASA's latest Earth Observation 
Satellite, Landsat 8, launched in 2013. The 
extraordinarily extensive front matter 
continues with a Gazetteer of Nations that has 
been comprehensively checked and updated to 
include recent economic and political changes. 
The 48-page Introduction to World Geography 
is beautifully illustrated with tables and graphs 
on numerous topics of geographic significance, 
such as climate change, world religions, 
employment, industry, and a new 2-page 
feature tourism and travel, including 
information on air travel and major airports, 
the importance of tourism to the economy, 
and tourist earnings and spending. The 
hundreds of city and world maps that form the 
body of the Atlas have been thoroughly 
updated for this 25th edition.  
 
 
 

Messing About in 
Quotes: A Little 
Oxford Dictionary 
of Humorous 
Quotations 
Brandreth, Gyles 
(editor)  
Oxford University 
Press 
9780198813187 
416 pages 
hardcover 
$14.95 
Pub Date: 

12/1/2018 
 
This new dictionary includes 2,700 quotations, 
categorized by subject for ease of access and 
rewarding browsing. Covering over 200 
subjects: from Art to Bores, Tennis to Wine. An 
attractively designed hardback, making it an 
ideal gift. Organized by category. 
 

 
Gyles Brandreth is a writer, 
broadcaster and former 
MP -- and one of Britain's 
most sought-after award 
ceremony hosts and after 
dinner speakers. A 
reporter on The One Show 

and a regular contestant on Radio 4's Just a 
Minute, his many books include The Oscar 
Wilde Murder Mysteries, the no.1 bestseller: 
The 7 Secrets of Happiness, as well as the 
hugely popular Oxford Dictionary of Humorous 
Quotations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Democracy and 
Dictatorship in 
Europe: From the 
Ancien Regime to 
the Collapse of 
Communism 
Berman, Sheri  
Oxford University 
Press 
9780199373192 
512 pages 
hardcover 
$34.95 
Pub Date: 2/1/2019 

 
Provides a new understanding of the 
development of democracy and dictatorship in 
Europe that draws lessons from European 
political development. Illuminates problems 
democracy is facing in Europe and elsewhere 
today and offers a new perspective on the 
relationship between the development of 
states, nations, and democracy and presents 
in-depth historical analysis of a wide range of 
historical cases as well as deep engagement 
with contemporary political science theorizing 
about democracy and dictatorship. 
 

Sheri Berman is Professor 
of Political Science at 
Barnard College, Columbia 
University. She has written 
extensively on democracy, 
authoritarianism, 
populism, fascism, the 
history of the left, and 
European politics for both 
scholarly and non-

scholarly publications. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Ideas That 
Made America: A 
Brief History 
Ratner-
Rosenhagen, 
Jennifer  
Oxford University 
Press 
9780190625368 
10 halftones 
152 pages 
hardcover 
$18.95 

Pub Date: 2/1/2019 
 
Explores American history by way of ideas, 
thinkers, and intellectual movements, and 
examines the history of American thought from 
the pre-contact period to the present day. 
Written by one of the most distinguished 
intellectual historians of her generation. 
Contains insights into key moments of 
American intellectual transformation, from the 
Enlightenment, transcendentalism, and Social 
Darwinism to progressivism, conservatism, and 
postmodernism.  
 
 

Jennifer Ratner-
Rosenhagen is Merle 
Curti Associate 
Professor and Vilas-
Borghesi Distinguished 
Professor of History at 
the University of 

Wisconsin-Madison, where she teaches US 
intellectual and cultural history. She is the 
author of the prize-wining American Nietzsche: 
A History of an Icon and His Ideas (2012), and 
her co-edited volumes include Protest on the 
Page: Essays on Print and the Cultures of 
Dissent (2015) with James Danky and the late 
James Baughman, and The Worlds of American 
Intellectual History (2016) with Joel Isaac, 
James Kloppenberg, and the late Michael 
O'Brien. 
 
 



The Pit and the 
Pendulum and Other 
Tales 
Poe, Edgar Allan  
Oxford University 
Press 
9780198827290 
Oxford World's 
Classics Hardback 
Collection. Edited by 
David Van Leer. 
368 pages 
hardcover 
$24.95 

Pub Date: 10/23/2018 
 
A beautiful edition of Edgar Allan Poe's 
extraordinary Gothic tales and other writings. 
Features a unique selection of 24 tales, placing 
the most popular alongside less well-known 
travel narratives, metaphysical essays, and 
satires. David Van Leer's Introduction considers 
Poe's place in American literature, the 
historical and political dimensions to his tales, 
and his use of the conventions which still 
dominate horror and detective fiction. Includes 
a note on the text, select bibliography, 
chronology of Poe's life, and helpful 
explanatory notes. 
 

Edgar Allan Poe (January 
19, 1809 - October 7, 
1849) was an American 
author, poet, editor and 
literary critic, considered 
part of the American 
Romantic Movement. Best 
known for his tales of 
mystery and the macabre, 

Poe was one of the earliest American 
practitioners of the short story and is 
considered the inventor of the detective-fiction 
genre. He is further credited with contributing 
to the emerging genre of science fiction.  David 
Van Leer has taught at both Cornell and 
Princeton University, and was Professor of 
English and American Literature at University 
of California, Davis.  

Scouting for Boys: A 
Handbook for 
Instruction in Good 
Citizenship 
Baden-Powell, 
Robert  
Oxford University 
Press 
9780198799993 
Oxford World's 
Classics Hardback 
Collection. Edited by 
Elleke Boehmer. 
Numerous line 

drawings 
464 pages 
hardcover 
$24.95 
Pub Date: 11/27/2018 
 
The first, and only, critical edition of Baden-
Powell's bestselling manual, Scouting for Boys,, 
revealing the true complexity of this fascinating 
book: its literary and anti-literary qualities; its 
advice on male bonding and masculinity; its 
intertwining of the health of the body, the 
nation, and the empire. Notes relate the book 
to the many sources which informed it, from 
Kipling to Samuel Smiles (author of Self-Help), 
woodcraft lore to detective fiction, amateur 
theatre to sex manuals. Baden-Powell's original 
advice about masturbation, cut from the 
original, and all subsequent editions of 
Scouting for Boys, appears as an Appendix. 
Includes Baden-Powell's illustrations for the 
first edition. 

 
The Lord Robert Baden-
Powell (22 February 1857, 
Paddington, London, 
England - 8 January 1941, 
aged 83, Nyeri, British 
Kenya) was a British Army 
officer, writer, author of 
Scouting for Boys which was 

an inspiration for the Scout Movement, 
founder and first Chief Scout of The Boy Scouts 
Association and founder of the Girl Guides.   



A Christmas Carol: and 
Other Christmas 
Stories 
Dickens, Charles  
Oxford University 
Press 
9780198822394 
Oxford World's 
Classics Hardback 
Collection. Edited by 
Robert Douglas-
Fairhurst. 20 black & 
white illustrations  

448 pages 
hardcover 
$19.95 
Pub Date: 12/1/2018 
 
 A single-volume edition of all Dickens's 
Christmas books, with a selection of 20 the 
original illustrations and a full critical 
introduction. An excellent introduction by 
Robert Douglas-Fairhurst contextualizes the 
Christmas stories, the social questions they set 
out to address, their reception and the 
enduring popularity of A Christmas Carol, and 
how their style and themes resonate in more 
complex ways in his major fictions. Lively notes 
point to parallels with Dickens's other writings. 
Two appendixes including Dickens's article, 
'What Christmas Is As We Grow Older', and 
facsimile pages from Dickens's reading version 
of A Christmas Carol. 

 
Charles John Huffam Dickens 
(7 February 1812 – 9 June 
1870) was an English writer 
and social critic. He created 
some of the world's most 

memorable fictional characters and is generally 
regarded as the greatest novelist of the 
Victorian period. Robert Douglas-Fairhurst is 
the author of Becoming Dickens (Harvard UP, 
2011), winner of the 2011 Duff Cooper Prize, 
and has edited editions of Dickens's Great 
Expectations, Henry Mayhew's London Labour 
and the London Poor, and Charles Kingsley's 
The Water-Babies for Oxford World's Classics.  

Victorian Fairy Tales 
Newton, Michael  
Oxford University Press 
9780198825791 
Oxford World's Classics 
Hardback Collection. 
Edited by Michael 
Newton. 24 black and 
white illustrations 
496 pages 
hardcover 
$24.95 
Pub Date: 12/1/2018 

 
A delightful anthology of fairy tales, from the 
close of the Romantic period to the early 
twentieth century, showing the extraordinary 
imaginative diversity of the genre and the 
Victorian fascination with fairyland  
 
  

Michael Newton has taught 
at University College 
London, Princeton 
University, and Central Saint 
Martin's College of Art and 
Design, and now works at 
Leiden University. He is the 
author of Savage Girls and 
Wild Boys: A History of Feral 

Children (Faber, 20002), Age of Assassins: A 
History of Conspiracy and Poltical Violence, 
1865-1981 (Faber, 2012), and a book on Kind 
Hearts and Coronets for the BFI Film Classics 
series. He has edited Edmund Gosse's Father 
and Son for Oxford World's Classics, and The 
Penguin Book of Ghost Stories and Conrad's 
The Secret Agent for Penguin. He has written 
and reviewed for the Times Literary 
Supplement, London Review of Books, the New 
Statesman, and The Guardian. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Scientific 
Method: Reflections 
from a Practitioner 
Di Ventra, 
Massimiliano  
Oxford University 
Press 
9780198825623 
21 black/white 
illustrations 
128 pages 
paperback 
$19.95 

Pub Date: 10/1/2018 
 
A lively and concise explanation of the 
importance of the scientific method and an 
insight into scientific methodology from the 
perspective of a daily practitioner. Includes 
numerous examples illustrating how the 
general method can be applied. Author teaches 
at UCSD La Jolla CA. 
  

 
Massimiliano Di 
Ventra is Professor 
of Physics at the 
University of 
California, San 
Diego. His research 

interests are in the theory of electronic and 
transport properties of nanoscale systems, 
non-equilibrium statistical mechanics, DNA 
sequencing/polymer dynamics in nanopores, 
and memory effects in nanostructures for 
applications in unconventional computing and 
biophysics. He has been invited to deliver more 
than 270 talks worldwide on these topics. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

One of Ten Billion 
Earths: How we 
Learn about our 
Planet's Past and 
Future from Distant 
Exoplanets 
Schrijver, Karel  
Oxford University 
Press 
9780198799894 
30 colour figures 
480 pages 
hardcover 
$34.95 

Pub Date: 10/2/2018 
 
Illustrated with breathtaking images of the 
Solar System and of the Universe around it, this 
book explores how the discoveries within the 
Solar System and of exoplanets far beyond it 
come together to help us understand the 
habitability of Earth, and how these findings 
guide the search for exoplanets that could 
support life. The author highlights how, within 
two decades of the discovery of the first 
planets outside the Solar System in the 1990s, 
scientists concluded that planets are so 
common that most stars are orbited by them.  

 
Karel Schrijver (retired 
Senior Fellow at 
Lockheed Martin 
Advanced Technology 
Center, Palo Alto, 
USA), is a stellar 
astrophysicist 
specialized in the 

study of the Sun and the space around it, 
stellar magnetism and its impacts on the 
environments of planets, and space weather. 
He was lead scientist and Principal Investigator 
on two of NASA's scientific spacecraft studying 
the Sun: TRACE and the Solar Dynamics 
Observatory. He (co-)authored over 200 
research publications and articles.  
 
 
 



A Supernatural War: Magic, Divination, and 
Faith during the First World War 
Davies, Owen  
Oxford University Press 
9780198794554 
15 b&w halftones 
288 pages 
hardcover 
$27.95 
Pub Date: 2/1/2019 
 
A comprehensive study of the major revival of 
supernatural beliefs, superstition, and 
spiritualism during the First World War and its 
aftermath. A look at what the beliefs, practices, 
and contemporary opinions on magic can tell 
us about broader issues in early twentieth-
century society, the experience of war, and the 
psychology of belief. Relates how the 
prophecies of Nostradamus were used as 
propaganda by both sides, a diverse range of 
talismans and charms were carried by soldiers, 
and the myriad tales of battlefield ghosts came 
to be. Includes previously unpublished 
accounts from soldiers and fortune-tellers on 
their faith and practices, for a remarkable 
insight into the nature of popular belief. 
 

 
Owen Davies is Professor 
of Social History at the 
University of 
Hertfordshire. He has 
published widely on the 
history of witchcraft, 
magic, ghosts, and 
popular medicine, 
including Grimoires: A 
History of Magic Books 

(2009), Paganism: A Very Short Introduction 
(2011), Magic: A Very Short Introduction 
(2012), and America Bewitched: The Story of 
Witchcraft after Salem (2013), and was editor 
for The Oxford Illustrated History of Witchcraft 
and Magic (2017). 
 
 
 

The Children of 
Harvey Milk: How 
LGBTQ Politicians 
Changed the World 
Reynolds, Andrew  
Oxford University 
Press 
9780190460952 
344 pages 
hardcover 
$34.95 
Pub Date: 
11/1/2018 

 
The Children of Harvey Milk: How LGBTQ 
Politicians Changed the World by Andrew 
Reynolds The gay rights movement has 
achieved social transformation at a dizzying 
pace, upending conventional views on sex, 
love, marriage, the family, and equality itself. 
While most scholars understand the movement 
as a broad-based social movement, Andrew 
Reynolds argues that the most important 
catalyst of gay rights is often overlooked: 
individuals. Specifically, openly gay, lesbian, 
bisexual and transgender politicians had a 
critical role in bringing about a more positive 
attitude towards homosexuality and gender 
identity, both among other politicians and the 
general public.  
 

Andrew Reynolds is a 
Professor of Political 
Science at the University 
of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill and Director 
of the UNC LGBTQ 
Representation and 
Rights Research 
Initiative. His research 

and teaching focus on democratization, 
constitutional design and electoral politics. He 
has been a consultant on issues of electoral 
and constitutional design in over 25 countries: 
including Afghanistan, Burma, Egypt, Indonesia, 
Kenya, Lebanon, Libya, Philippines, Sierra 
Leone, South Africa, Sudan, Ukraine, Yemen, 
and Zimbabwe.  



The Story of Rufino: Slavery, Freedom, and 
Islam in the Black Atlantic 
Reis, Joao Jose/ Gomes, Flavio dos Santos / 
Carvalho, Marcus J. M   
Oxford University Press 
9780190224363 
60 illus 
352 pages 
hardcover 
$34.95 
Pub Date: 1/2/2019 
 
A finalist for the Brazilian Book Award and 
winner of the Casa de las America Prize for 
Brazilian Literature, The Story of Rufino: 
Slavery, Freedom, and Islam in the Black 
Atlantic reconstructs the lively biography of 
Rufino Jose Maria, set against the historical 
context of Brazil and Africa in the nineteenth 
century. This book narrates the life of a Yoruba 
Muslim named Rufino Jose Maria, born in the 
kingdom of Oyo, in present-day Nigeria.  
Enslaved as an adolescent by a rival ethnic 
group, he was acquired by Brazilian slave 
traffickers and taken across the Atlantic. He 
spent eight years as a slave in the city of 
Salvador, in the northeast of Brazil, where he 
arrived in 1823. Rufino was later sold to the 
southernmost province of Rio Grande do Sul, 
where he became the slave of the local chief of 
police. Five years later, in 1835, he bought his 
freedom with money he saved as a hired-out 
slave in the streets of Salvador, in Bahia, and 
Porto Alegre, in Rio Grande do Sul. A few years 
later Rufino moved to Rio de Janeiro, where he 
embarked as a cook on a slave ship bound for 
Luanda. The trans-Atlantic slave trade had 
been abolished in Brazil since 1831, but it 
continued unabated due to official tolerance, 
but it came under fierce repression by British 
cruisers especially after 1839. Rufino made a 
few voyages between Luanda and the 
northeastern province of Pernambuco before 
his ship was captured by the British and taken 
to Sierra Leone in 1841. Here the ship would 
face trial by the Anglo-Brazilian Mixed 
Commission Against the Slave Trade. While 
waiting for the court's decision, Rufino lived 

among Yoruba Muslims, his people, and 
attended Quranic and Arabic classes in the 
outskirts of Freetown. In a rare outcome for 
cases such as this one, his ship was considered 
a bad prize and returned to Pernambuco with 
Rufino on board, again as a cook. After a few 
months in Recife, Pernambuco's capital, Rufino 
returned to Sierra Leone as a witness in a court 
case started by his employers against the 
English government. He attended classes with 
Muslim masters for close to two years. When 
he went back to Recife via Rio de Janeiro and 
Bahia in 1844, he established himself as a 
diviner-serving whites and blacks, free and 
slaves, Brazilians and Africans, Muslim and 
non-Muslims-as well as a spiritual leader, an 
Alufa, in the local Afro-Muslim community. In 
1853 Rufino was arrested in Recife due to 
rumors of an imminent African slave revolt. 
The police used as evidence for his arrest the 
large number of manuscript books and other 
writings in his possession, all in Arabic, the 
same kind of material the Bahian police had 
found with Muslim rebels in Bahia thirty years 
earlier. During his interrogation, Rufino told his 
life story, which is used to reconstruct the 
world in which he lived under slavery in Brazil, 
on African shores, on board slave ships, and in 
Recife, where he settled.  
 
Joao Jose Reis is Professor of History at the 
Universidade Federal da Bahia and a honorary 
foreign member of the American Historical 
Association. He is author of Slave Rebellion in 
Brazil: The Muslim Uprising of 1835 in Bahia, 
Death Is a Festival: Funeral Rites and Rebellion 
in Nineteenth-Century Brazil, winner of the 
AHA Clarence Haring Prize, and Domingos 
Sodre an African Priest in Brazil. Flavio dos 
Santos Gomes is Professor of History at the 
Universidade Federal do Rio de Janeiro. Marcus 
J. M. Carvalho is Professor of History at the 
Universidade Federal de Pernambuco. 
 
 
 
 
 



Which Side Are You On? 20th Century 
American History in 100 Protest Songs 
Sullivan, James  
Oxford University Press 
9780190660307 
10 illus. 
240 pages 
hardcover 
$24.95 
Pub Date: 1/2/2019 
 
In Which Side Are You On, author James 
Sullivan delivers a lively anecdotal history of 
the progressive movements that have shaped 
the growth of the United States, and the songs 
that have accompanied and defined them. 
Covering one hundred years of social conflict 
and progress across the twentieth century and 
into the early years of the twenty-first, this 
book reveals how protest songs have given 
voice to the needs and challenges of a nation 
and asked its citizens to take a stand-asking the 
question Which side are you on? 

 
James Sullivan is the 
author of five books, 
with subjects ranging 
from the comedian 
George Carlin and the 
performer James Brown 
to high school football 
and a cultural history of 
blue jeans. He is a 

longtime contributor to the Boston Globe and a 
former staff critic for the San Francisco 
Chronicle, and he has written for Rolling Stone, 
the Atlantic and many other publications. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Voices of 
Guinness: An Oral 
History of the Park 
Royal Brewery 
Strangleman, Tim  
Oxford University 
Press 
9780190645090 
Oxford Oral 
History Series. 16 
illus. 
352 pages 
hardcover 
$34.95 

Pub Date: 1/2/2019 
 
In this book, Tim Strangleman tells the story of 
the Guinness brewery at Park Royal, showing 
how the history of one plant tells us a much 
wider story about changing attitudes and 
understandings about work and the 
organization in the twentieth and early twenty-
first centuries. Drawing on extensive oral 
history interviews with staff and management 
as well as a wealth of archival and 
photographic sources, the book shows how 
progressive ideas of workplace citizenship 
came into conflict with the pressure to adapt 
to new expectations about work and its 
organization. Strangleman illustrates how 
these changes were experienced by those on 
the shop floor from the 1960s through to the 
final closure of the plant in 2005. This book 
asks striking and important questions about 
employment and the attachment workers have 
to their jobs, using the story of one the UK and 
Ireland's most beloved brands, Guinness. 

 
Tim Strangleman is 
Professor of Sociology at 
the University of Kent, 
Canterbury, and past 
President of the Working 
Class Studies Association. 
He has researched and 

written on a wide range of work places and 
industries, examining work culture, 
attachment, and loss.  



Universal Life: An 
Inside Look Behind 
the Race to 
Discover Life 
Beyond Earth 
Boss, Alan  
Oxford University 
Press 
9780190864057 
17 color halftones, 
7 b/w halftones, 
and 6 line art 
232 pages 
hardcover 

$24.95 
Pub Date: 1/2/2019 
 
Written by the Chair of NASA's Exoplanet 
Exploration Program Analysis Group. Focuses 
on an exciting and timely topic, with upcoming 
launches of the NASA Transiting Exoplanet 
Survey Satellite in 2018 and the James Webb 
Space Telescope in 2019. Universal Life 
provides a unique viewpoint on the epochal 
events of the last two decades and the 
excitement of what will transpire in the coming 
decades. We have come far in the search for 
life beyond the Earth, but the most exciting 
phase is about to begin: we may soon be able 
to prove that we are not alone in the universe. 

 
Alan Boss is an 
astrophysicist and 
and has been helping 
NASA plan its search 
for exoplanets since 
1988. For the past 
thirty-five years, Boss 
has been on staff at 

the Carnegie Institution for Science in the 
Department of Terrestrial Magnetism. He leads 
a ground-based astrometric planet search 
effort at the Las Campanas Observatory in 
Chile. He currently chairs NASA's Exoplanet 
Exploration Program(ExEP) Analysis Group and 
the ExEP Technology Assessment Committee.  
 
 

The Making of 
Black Lives Matter: 
A Brief History of 
an Idea 
Lebron, 
Christopher J.  
Oxford University 
Press 
9780190910754 
200 pages 
paperback 
$19.95 
Pub Date: 
10/1/2018 

 
NEW IN PAPER. Presents a concise and 
accessible history of the rhetoric and activism 
that has laid the foundation for the modern 
#BlackLivesMatter movement. Argues for a 
renewed focus on the idea of equal standing in 
society for African Americans, rather than the 
current focus on policing and laws. Draws from 
a number of fields, including African American 
studies, philosophy, and political science to 
trace the intellectual foundations of 
contemporary protest strategy. 
  
 

Christopher J. Lebron is 
Assistant Professor of 
African American 
Studies and Philosophy 
at Yale University. He is 
the author of The Color 
of Our Shame: Race 
and Justice in Our Time, 
which won the APSA 
Foundations of Political 

Theory Best First Book Award. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Russia in Revolution: 
An Empire in Crisis, 
1890 to 1928 
Smith, S. A.  
Oxford University 
Press 
9780198734833 
23 illus. 
480 pages 
paperback 
$18.95 
Pub Date: 9/12/2018 
 

NEW IN PAPER. The story of the Russian 
Revolution -- a century since 1917. An epochal 
event that transformed the Russian empire and 
profoundly affected the course of world history 
in the twentieth century. A panoramic account 
from the last years of the nineteenth century, 
through revolution and civil war, to the brutal 
collectivization and industrialization of the late 
1920s. Reflects on the larger significance of 
1917 for the history of the twentieth century 
and what it might mean for us today. 
 

S. A. Smith is a historian 
of modern Russia and 
China, who was a 
graduate student at 
both Moscow State 
University and at Peking 
University. He is the 
author of many books 

and articles on the Russian and Chinese 
revolutions, including Red Petrograd: 
Revolution in the Factories, 1917-18 (CUP, 
1983) and Revolution and the People in Russia 
and China: A Comparative History (CUP, 2008), 
and is editor of The Oxford Handbook of the 
History of Communism (OUP, 2014).  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Keywords for Today: 
A 21st Century 
Vocabulary 
MacCabe, Colin and 
Yanacek, Holly  
Oxford University 
Press 
9780190636579 
416 pages 
paperback 
$21.95 
Pub Date: 10/1/2018 
 

Updates and significantly extends Raymond 
Williams's classic work, Keywords. A collection 
of 125 short essays on key words in 
contemporary society. Updates 40 of 
Williams's original entries through access to 
new lexical sources and corpora, and adds 85 
new entries. 
 

 
Colin 
MacCabe 
taught the 
history of 
modern and 
Early Modern 
English at 

Cambridge and Strathclyde universities before 
becoming Head of Production at the British 
Film Institute in 1985. Since then he has 
combined literary criticism and film production. 
His most recent book is Perpetual Carnival: 
Essays in Film and Literature (2017) and his 
most recent film The Seasons in Quincy: Four 
Portraits of John Berger (2016). He edits Critical 
Quarterly and chairs The Derek Jarman Lab.  
Holly Yanacek is Assistant Professor of German 
in the Department of Foreign Languages, 
Literatures, and Cultures at James Madison 
University. Her research focuses on 19th 
century and 20th century German literature, 
emotion studies, narrative theory, moral 
philosophy, and cultural studies. She is a 
Fulbright aluma whose work has also been 
supported by the German Historical Institute 
and the German Academic Exchange Service. 



The Death of 
Expertise: The 
Campaign against 
Established 
Knowledge and Why 
it Matters 
Nichols, Tom  
Oxford University 
Press 
9780190865979 
272 pages 
paperback 
$15.95 

Pub Date: 10/1/2018 
 
NEW IN PAPERBACK.  NEW FOREWORD BY THE 
AUTHOR. Powerful and scathing indictment of 
the many forces trying to undermine the 
authority of experts in the US.  Makes the case 
that higher education is making the problem 
worse rather than better. Ties the rise of anti-
expertise sentiment and anti-intellectualism 
not only to the pervasiveness of the internet, 
but to other technologies such as the explosion 
of media options. Concedes that experts do 
make mistakes, but argues that the key point is 
the ability of other well-informed experts to 
challenge these mistakes and lead to solutions. 
The author is a five-time undefeated Jeopardy! 
champion, and as one of the all-time top 
players of the game, he was invited back to 
play in the 2005 Ultimate Tournament of 
Champions.  
 

Tom Nichols is Professor 
of National Security Affairs 
at the US Naval War 
College, an adjunct 
professor at the Harvard 
Extension School, and a 
former aide in the U.S. 
Senate. He is also the 

author of several works on foreign policy and 
international security affairs, including The 
Sacred Cause, No Use: Nuclear Weapons and 
U.S. National Security, Eve of Destruction: The 
Coming Age of Preventive War, and The 
Russian Presidency.  

The Caucasus: An 
Introduction 
de Waal, Thomas  
Oxford University 
Press 
9780190683092 
320 pages 
paperback 
$18.95 
Pub Date: 
12/1/2018 
 
NEW IN PAPER. 
Fully revised and 

updated, Tom de Waal's The Caucasus is an 
essential and authoritative introduction to this 
complex region. Armenia, Azerbaijan, Georgia, 
and the breakaway territories that have tried 
to split away from these states constitute one 
of the most diverse and challenging regions on 
earth, impressing the visitor with their multi-
layered history, ethnic complexity, and 
seemingly intractable conflicts. Over the last 
few years, the South Caucasus region has 
captured international attention again because 
of its role in disputes between the West and 
Russia, its unsolved conflicts, and its role as an 
energy transport corridor to Europe. De Waal 
begins with a historical overview and then 
shifts his attention to the contemporary era, 
particularly the roiling conflicts over Nagorny 
Karabakh, South Ossetia, and Abkhazia. 
Concise, stimulating, and rich in detail, The 
Caucasus is the perfect guide to this fascinating 
and misunderstood region.  

 
Thomas de Waal is a 
writer and scholar on 
the Caucasus, Eastern 
Europe and Black Sea 
and the author of four 
books on the region, 
including authoritative 
works on the Armenia-
Azerbaijan and 
Chechnya conflicts. He 

is currently a Senior Fellow with the think-tank 
Carnegie Europe, based in London.  



The Sea Around Us 
Carson, Rachel  
Oxford University 
Press 
9780190906764 
New introduction by 
Sylvia Earle.  
288 pages 
paperback 
$14.95 
Pub Date: 
11/1/2018 
 

Originally published in 1951, The Sea Around 
Us is one of the most influential books ever 
written about the natural world. Rachel 
Carson's ability to combine scientific insight 
with poetic prose catapulted her book to the 
top of The New York Times best-seller list, 
where it remained for more than a year and a 
half. Ultimately it sold well over a million 
copies, was translated into 28 languages, 
inspired an Academy Award-winning 
documentary, and won both the National Book 
Award and the John Burroughs Medal. The Sea 
Around Us remains as fresh today as when it 
first appeared over six decades ago.  
 

The late Rachel Carson 
was for many years a 
marine biologist and 
then editor-in-chief of 
the United States Fish 
and Wildlife Service. She 
was also the author of 
Silent Spring, Under the 
Sea-Wind, and At the 

Edge of the Sea. Sylvia Earle is a marine 
biologist, oceanographer, and National 
Geographic Society Explorer in Residence. Her 
books include Blue Hope: Exploring and Caring 
for Earth's Magnificent Ocean and Ocean: An 
Illustrated Atlas. 
 
 
 
 
 

Beyond the 
Northlands: Viking 
Voyages and the 
Old Norse Sagas 
Barraclough, 
Eleanor Rosamund  
Oxford University 
Press 
9780198701293 
52 color illus. 
352 pages 
paperback 
$24.95 
Pub Date: 

12/11/2018 
 
NEW IN PAPER.  A fascinating voyage to the 
furthest edgelands of the Viking world via the 
drama of the Old Norse sagas. Places the rich 
confusion and fantasy of the sagas in the 
illuminating context of an array of other 
evidence, from rune-stones and ruins to texts 
from Byzantium and Baghdad. Includes vivid 
descriptions of the actual landscapes 
discovered, explored, and inhabited by the 
Norsemen. 
 

Eleanor Rosamund 
Barraclough is Assistant 
Professor in Medieval 
History and Literature at 
Durham University. In 
2013, she was chosen as 
one of ten BBC Radio 3 
New Generation Thinkers, 

in a competition to find young academics with 
the potential to turn their research into 
programmes for broadcast. Eleanor's research 
often takes her to the chilly Nordic climes of 
Scandinavia, Iceland, and Greenland. Whilst 
researching this book, Eleanor had many far-
flung adventures of her own: bumping along on 
the back of an Icelandic horse whilst exploring 
Norse ruins in Greenland, sailing ice fjords 
under the midnight sun with a caribou hunter, 
and searching for Norse rune-stones in 
Sweden.  
 



In the Midnight 
Hour: The Life & 
Soul of Wilson 
Pickett 
Fletcher, Tony  
Oxford University 
Press 
9780190887827 
39 halftones 
320 pages 
paperback 
$21.95 
Pub Date: 
9/1/2018 

 
NEW IN PAPER. The first biography of one the 
most famous, influential, and fascinating 
figures in soul and R&B. Informed by extensive 
interviews with Pickett's family, friends, and 
collaborators, and illustrated with never-
before-seen personal photographs. Presents 
detailed first-hand accounts of the legendary 
recording sessions at Stax, Fame, American and 
Sigma Studios. Includes fascinating insights into 
the careers of Pickett's contemporaries, 
including James Brown, Ike and Tina Turner, 
Otis Redding, and Bobby Womack. 
 

Tony Fletcher is the 
bestselling author of 
major biographies on 
Keith Moon, the Smiths, 
and R.E.M., as well as a 
memoir, a novel, and a 
history of the New York 
City music scene. Born in 
northern England, and 

raised in South London, where he started his 
own music magazine at the age of thirteen, he 
emigrated to New York City in the late 1980s. 
When not traveling with his family, he makes 
his home near Woodstock in the Catskill 
Mountains of upstate New York. A contributor 
to Salon and the Wall Street Journal, his writing 
has also appeared in Mojo, Rolling Stone, the 
New York Times, Spin, and Newsday, and he 
has contributed to a host of other publications, 
radio, and television shows worldwide. 

Selected Letters: 
Catherine the Great 
Kahn, Andrew and 
Rubin-Detlev, Kelsley 
(introduction)  
Oxford University 
Press 
9780198736462 
Oxford World's 
Classics. Translated by 
Andrew Kahn  
480 pages 

paperback 
$16.95 
Pub Date: 10/1/2018 
 
Catherine's letters provide an intimate history 
of the Russian state as well as a portrait of her 
character and qualities. Includes a chronology 
of Catherine's life in parallel with major 
contemporary events, as well as a short 
biography. A bibliography gives guidance to 
readers, including students, who wish to 
pursue in greater depth aspects of Catherine's 
life, Enlightenment politics, literature (including 
epistolarity), and Russian history. The 
Introduction gives a thorough and spirited 
overview of her reign and also an analysis of 
Catherine's literary skill as a letter-writer. 
 
Andrew Kahn has written widely on Russian 
literature. His books include The Cambridge 
Companion to Pushkin (2006) and Pushkin's 
Lyric Intelligence (2008). For Oxford World's 
Classics he has edited Pushkin's The Queen of 
Spades and Other Stories, Montesquieu's 
Persian Letters, Lermontov's A Hero of Our 
Time. and Tolstoy's The Death of Ivan Ilyich and 
Other Stories. Kelsey Rubin-Detlev read 
Modern Languages (French and Russian) at 
Christ Church, Oxford, and was awarded a 
Congratulatory First. She completed her 
doctoral dissertation at Oxford on the subject 
of Catherine the Great and epistolarity. 
 
 
 



Two new novels in the Rougon-Macquart 
series from Emile Zola: 
 

The Bright Side of Life 
Zola, Emile  
Oxford University 
Press 
9780198753612 
Oxford World's 
Classics. Translated by 
Andrew Rothwell.  
368 pages 
paperback 
$13.95 
Pub Date: 9/26/2018 

 
The first modern translation and critical edition 
of The Bright Side of Life, the twelfth novel in 
Zola's Rougon-Macquart series. This major new 
translation by Andrew Rothwell restores the 
allusions to sexual passion and childbirth cut 
from the 1888 translation, which formed the 
basis for all subsequent editions. Orphaned 
with a substantial inheritance at the age of ten, 
Pauline Quenu is taken from Paris to live with 
her relatives, Monsieur and Madame Chanteau 
and their son Lazare, in the village of 
Bonneville on the wild Normandy coast. Her 
presence enlivens the household and Pauline is 
the only one who can ease Chanteau's gout-
ridden agony. Her love of life contrasts with 
the insularity and pessimism that infects the 
family, especially Lazare, for whom she 
develops a devoted passion. Gradually, 
Madame Chanteau starts to take advantage of 
Pauline's generous nature, and jealousy and 
resentment threaten to blight all their lives. 
The arrival of a pretty family friend, Louise, 
brings tensions to a head. The twelfth novel in 
the Rougon Macquart series, The Bright Side of 
Life is remarkable for its depiction of intense 
emotions and physical and mental suffering. 
The precarious location of Bonneville and the 
changing moods of the sea mirror the 
turbulent relations of the characters, and as 
the story unfolds its title comes to seem ever 
more ironic.  
 

The Dream 
Zola, Emile  
Oxford University 
Press 
9780198745983 
Oxford World's 
Classics. Translated 
by Paul Gibbard.  
272 pages 
paperback 
$12.95 
Pub Date: 
12/1/2018 

 
A major new translation of The Dream, the 
sixteenth novel in Zola's Rougon-Macquart 
series, and the first substantial critical edition. 
Marks a departure by Zola from the realism 
and naturalism for which he was known, as he 
experiments with mysticism and fairy tale. A 
wide-ranging introduction explains why Zola 
chose to experiment with new forms, drawing 
on his original notes and drafts for the novel. 
On Christmas day, in the flurry of a snow 
storm, the Huberts discover a ragged nine-
year-old girl sheltering under the neighbouring 
cathedral porch. Childless and pious, the 
couple take in and raise Angelique as their 
own. The girl is intensely passionate, and given 
to rage and disobedience as well as love and 
religious fervour. Inspired by The Golden 
Legend, Angelique creates a dream world all of 
her own, peopled with spirits. As part of her 
dream vision, she becomes convinced she will 
marry a rich and handsome young prince. Her 
wish seemingly comes true when she falls in 

love with a lord's son.  
 
Émile François Zola (2 April 
1840 – 29 September 
1902) was a French writer, 
the most important 
exemplar of the literary 
school of naturalism and 

an important contributor to the development 
of theatrical naturalism.  
 
 



Horror Stories: 
Classic Tales from 
Hoffmann to 
Hodgson 
Jones, Darryl  
Oxford University 
Press 
9780199685448 
Oxford World's 
Classics. Edited by 
Darryl Jones.  
552 pages 
paperback 

$12.95 
Pub Date: 12/25/2018 
 
The modern horror story grew and developed 
across the nineteenth century, embracing 
categories as diverse as ghost stories, the 
supernatural and psychological horror, medical 
and scientific horror, colonial horror, and tales 
of the uncanny and precognition. This 
anthology brings together twenty-nine of the 
greatest horror stories of the period, from 
1816 to 1912, from the British, Irish, American, 
and European traditions. It ranges widely 
across the sub-genres to encompass authors 
whose terror-inducing powers remain 
unsurpassed. The book includes stories by 
some of the best writers of the century -- 
Hoffmann, Poe, Balzac, Dickens, Hawthorne, 
Melville, and Zola -- as well as established 
genre classics from M. R. James, Arthur 
Machen, Bram Stoker, Algernon Blackwood, 
Charlotte Perkins Gilman, and others. It 
includes rare and little-known pieces by writers 
such as William Maginn, Francis Marion 
Crawford, W. F. Harvey, and William Hope 
Hodgson, and shows the important role played 
by periodicals in popularizing the horror story. 
Wherever possible, stories are reprinted in 
their first published form, with background 
information about their authors and helpful, 
contextualizing annotation. Darryl Jones's lively 
introduction discusses horror's literary 
evolution and its articulation of cultural 
preoccupations and anxieties.  
 

Darryl Jones has 
taught at Trinity 
College Dublin since 
1994. Prior to this he 
taught in the 
University of Lodz, 
Poland. He has held 
Visiting Professorships 
at Dartmouth College, 
New Hampshire, 

Babes Bolyai University, Cluj, Transylvania, and 
Tongji University, Shanghai. He is the author or 
editor of twelve books, including Horror: A 
Thematic History in Fiction and Film 
(Arnold/OUP 2002), It Came From the 1950s!: 
Popular Culture, Popular Anxieties (with 
Elizabeth McCarthy and Bernice M. Murphy, 
Palgrave Macmillan 2011), and for Oxford 
World's Classics, M. R. James' Collected Ghost 
Stories (OUP, 2011, 2013), Arthur Conan 
Doyle's Gothic Tales (2016), and H. G. Wells' 
The War of the Worlds (2017) and The Island of 
Doctor Moreau (2017). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The History of 
Childhood: A Very 
Short Introduction 
Marten, James  
Oxford University 
Press 
9780190681388 
Very Short 
Introductions.  
144 pages 
paperback 
$11.95 

Pub Date: 9/4/2018 
 
A wide-ranging, global history of children and 
youth. Investigates the differing experiences of 
young people across time and place. Explores 
the evolution of a global childhood of shared 
assumptions, experiences, and values. 
Describes how societies perceive the roles of 
young people in forming and preserving 
cultural values. 
 

James Marten is Professor 
of History at Marquette 
University, where he has 
been a faculty member 
since 1986. He is a past 
president of both the 
Society of Civil War 
Historians and of the 
Society for the History of 
Children and Youth, and 

the author or editor of more than fifteen 
books. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Napoleon: A Very 
Short Introduction 
Bell, David A.  
Oxford University 
Press 
9780199321667 
Very Short 
Introductions.  
144 pages 
paperback 
$11.95 
Pub Date: 10/1/2018 

 
The author is one of the foremost historians of 
France. Emphasis on Napoleon as self-
promoting celebrity and genius of the first total 
war.  Includes an interpretation of Napoleon 
that stresses his debts to the French 
Revolution. 
 
 

David A. Bell is Sidney and Ruth 
Lapidus Professor in the 
Department of History at 
Princeton.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Psychology of 
Music: A Very Short 
Introduction 
Margulis, Elizabeth 
Hellmuth  
Oxford University 
Press 
9780190640156 
Very Short 
Introductions.  
152 pages 
paperback 
$11.95 

Pub Date: 11/1/2018 
 
As an author acclaimed on both sides of the 
humanities-sciences divide, Margulis provides 
the kind of sensitive analysis that opens up the 
field to readers with diverse backgrounds, and 
readers who simply have a love for music. 
Considers the very latest, up-the-minute 
research in the cognitive science of music. 
Chronicles not only the potential of the 
psychology of music, but also its pitfalls, in 
hopes of advancing the field and its 
relationship with other modes of thinking 
about music. 
 

Elizabeth Hellmuth 
Margulis is Distinguished 
Professor and Director of 
the Music Cognition Lab at 
the University of Arkansas 
and will serve as president 
of the Society for Music 
Perception and Cognition 
from 2019 to 2020. Her 
book On Repeat: How 

Music Plays the Mind (2013) won the Wallace 
Berry Award from the Society for Music Theory 
and the Deems Taylor/Virgil Thomson Award 
from the American Society of Composers, 
Authors, and Publishers. Her research has been 
supported by the National Science Foundation. 
 
 
 
 

The Holy Roman 
Empire: A Very Short 
Introduction 
Whaley, Joachim  
Oxford University 
Press 
9780198748762 
Very Short 
Introductions.  
152 pages 
paperback 
$11.95 
Pub Date: 10/1/2018 

 
Provides a clear overview of the history of the 
Holy Roman Empire from 800 to 1806, and its 
legacy for the two centuries since its 
dissolution. Shows how the empire developed 
as a German monarchy. Explains why the 
empire was misrepresented by German 
historians before 1945. 
 

Joachim Whaley was 
brought up bilingually in 
English and German. He 
studied History at Christ's 
College, Cambridge, has 
taught at Cambridge 
since 1976, and is 
currently a Fellow of 

Gonville and Caius College. He is the author of 
several books on religious toleration in early 
modern Germany and on the Holy Roman 
Empire in the early modern period, all of which 
have been translated into German. He has 
written numerous articles on the religious and 
intellectual history of the German lands in the 
seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. He was 
elected Fellow of the British Academy in 2015. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Modern Architecture: 
A Very Short 
Introduction 
Sharr, Adam  
Oxford University 
Press 
9780198783442 
Very Short 
Introductions.  
144 pages 
paperback 
$11.95 
Pub Date: 2/1/2019 

 
Somewhere between 1910 and 1970, 
architecture changed. Expensive buildings were 
transformed from ornamental fancies which 
referred to the classical and medieval pasts 
into strikingly plain reflections of novel 
materials, functions, and technologies. Modern 
architecture promised the transformation of 
cities from overcrowded conurbations 
characterized by packed slums and dirty 
industries to spacious realms of generous 
housing and clean mechanized production set 
in parkland. At certain times and in certain 
cultures, it stood for the liberation of the 
future from the past. This Very Short 
Introduction explores the technical innovations 
that opened up the cultural and intellectual 
opportunities for modern architecture to 
happen.  

 
Adam Sharr is Professor of 
Architecture, and Head of 
the School of Architecture, 
Planning and Landscape, 
at Newcastle University, 
UK. He is also Editor in 
Chief of arq: Architectural 
Research Quarterly 
(Cambridge University 

Press), Series Editor of Thinkers for Architects 
(Routledge) and Principal of Adam Sharr 
Architects. He is the author or editor of seven 
books about architecture. 
 
 

Adam Smith: A Very 
Short Introduction 
Berry, Christopher J.  
Oxford University 
Press 
9780198784456 
Very Short 
Introductions.  
152 pages 
paperback 
$11.95 
Pub Date: 1/1/2019 

 
Introduces Adam Smith through an overview of 
his writings and moral philosophy. Provides a 
non-technical, accessible account of Smith's 
central ideas in The Wealth of Nations. 
Outlines Smith's intellectual and social 
environment, and its influence on his thinking. 
  
 

Chris Berry is 
Professor 
Emeritus at 
Glasgow 
University. In 
addition to his 
reputation as a 

leading scholar of Smith, Hume, and the 
Scottish Enlightenment, his books include The 
Idea of Luxury (Cambridge University Press, 
1994). He has given invited keynote lectures on 
his work in China, Japan, Chile, USA, and across 
Europe. He is an elected Fellow of the Royal 
Society of Edinburgh (Scotland's National 
Academy), of which Adam Smith was a founder 
member. 
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Psychiatry is an endlessly controversial 
endeavor, incorporating emotively-charged 
questions over the reality of mental illness, the 
medicalization of everyday life, and the role of 
nature versus nurture which cause constant 
discussion today, and on which almost 
everyone has an opinion. In this Very Short 
Introduction Tom Burns explores the nature of 
psychiatry, focusing on what it can and cannot 
do, and discussing why its history has been 
beset by dramatic shifts in emphasis and types 
of treatment.  

 
Tom Burns trained as a 
psychiatrist in Scotland and 
London before working as a 
general adult consultant in 
Sweden and London. He 
became Professor of 

Community Psychiatry in 1993, before 
becoming Professor of Social Psychiatry at the 
University of Oxford in 2003. His publications 
include Our Necessary Shadow: The Nature and 
Meaning of Psychiatry (Penguin, 2014) and 
Outreach in Community Mental Health Care 
(OUP, 2017). In 2006, Tom was awarded a CBE 
for services to mental health. 
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The issues of medical ethics, from moral 
quandaries of euthanasia and the morality of 
killing to political dilemmas like fair healthcare 
distribution, are rarely out of today's media. 
This area of ethics covers a wide range of 
issues, from mental health to reproductive 
medicine, as well as including management 
issues such as resource allocation, and has 
proven to hold enduring interest for the 
general public as well as the medical 
practitioner. This Very Short Introduction 
provides an invaluable tool with which to think 
about the ethical values that lie at the heart of 
medicine. This new edition explores the ethical 
reasoning we can use to approach medical 
ethics, introducing the most important 'tools' 
of ethical reasoning, and discussing how 
argument, thought experiments, and intuition 
can be combined in the consideration of 
medical ethics.  
 
Tony Hope recently retired as Professor of 
Medical Ethics at the University of Oxford. He 
developed the teaching in medical ethics at the 
University of Oxford and founded the Ethox 
Centre, a world-class centre in medical ethics 
research within the medical faculty at Oxford. 
Michael Dunn is a lecturer at the Ethox Centre, 
University of Oxford, where he also acts as the 
Director of Undergraduate Medical Ethics and 
Law Education within the Clinical School. He is 
an Associate Editor of the Journal of Medical 
Ethics, and an Editorial Board member for 
Ethics and Social Welfare. 
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Synthetic biology is one of the 21st century's 
fastest growing fields of research, as important 
for technology as for basic science. Building on 
traditional genetic engineering, which was 
restricted to changing one or two genes, 
synthetic biology uses multi-gene modules and 
pathways to make very significant changes to 
what cells can do. Synthetic biologists aim to 
have an impact in fields as diverse as drug 
manufacture, biofuel production, tackling 
pollution, and medical diagnostics. Further 
ahead, synthetic biology may even make 
possible the long-standing goal of creating new 
life from non-living starting materials. This Very 
Short Introduction provides a concise 
explanation of what synthetic biology is, and 
how it is beginning to affect many fields of 
technology.  

Jamie A. Davies joined 
the faculty of Edinburgh 
University Medical 
School in 1995 and was 
awarded Personal Chair 
in 2007. His research 
focuses on how the body 
builds itself, and how we 
might use that 

knowledge to build custom tissues. For the last 
10 years, his lab has been pioneering the use of 
synthetic biology to make self-constructing 
tissues. He is the author of 7 books, including 
Life Unfolding (OUP, 2014), and has presented 
his work to the public in lectures, workshops, 
and BBC radio programmes. 
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Stoicism is two things: a long past philosophical 
school of ancient Greece and Rome, and an 
enduring philosophical movement that still 
inspires people in the twenty-first century to 
re-think and re-organize their lives in order to 
achieve personal satisfaction. What is the 
connection between them? This Very Short 
Introduction provides an introductory account 
of Stoic philosophy, and tells the story of how 
ancient Stoicism survived and evolved into the 
movement we see today. Exploring the roots of 
the school in the philosophy of fourth century 
BCE Greece, Brad Inwood examines its basic 
history and doctrines and its relationship to the 
thought of Plato, Aristotle and his successors, 
and the Epicureans.  

 
Brad Inwood teaches 
ancient philosophy at Yale 
University, where he moved 
in 2015 after many years at 
the University of Toronto. 
Educated in Ontario, at 
Brock University and the 
University of Toronto, he 
benefited from a year of 

post-graduate research at Cambridge and a 
post-doctoral fellowship at Stanford, as well as 
research fellowships at the National 
Humanities Centre and the Centre for 
Advanced Study in the Behavioural Sciences. 
While most of his research has been devoted 
to Stoicism, he has also worked on the 
Presocratic Empedocles and on other areas of 
ancient Greek and Roman philosophy. 



Artificial Intelligence: 
A Very Short 
Introducion 
Boden, Margaret A.  
Oxford University 
Press 
9780199602919 
Very Short 
Introductions.  
208 pages 
paperback 
$11.95 
Pub Date: 12/1/2018 

 
The applications of Artificial Intelligence lie all 
around us; in our homes, schools and offices, in 
our cinemas, in art galleries and -- not least -- 
on the Internet. The results of Artificial 
Intelligence have been invaluable to biologists, 
psychologists, and linguists in helping to 
understand the processes of memory, learning, 
and language from a fresh angle. As a concept, 
Artificial Intelligence has fueled and sharpened 
the philosophical debates concerning the 
nature of the mind, intelligence, and the 
uniqueness of human beings. In this Very Short 
Introduction, Margaret A. Boden reviews the 
philosophical and technological challenges 
raised by Artificial Intelligence, considering 
whether programs could ever be really 
intelligent, creative, or even conscious, and 
shows how the pursuit of Artificial Intelligence 
has helped us to appreciate how human and 
animal minds are possible.  
 

Margaret Boden, OBE, is 
Research Professor of 
Cognitive Science at the 
University of Sussex, and 
one of the best known 
figures in the field of 
Artificial Intelligence. She 
has written extensively on 
the subject, most recently 

the two-volume work Mind as Machine: A 
History of Cognitive Science (2006).  
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We live in a world of waves. The Earth shakes 
to its foundations, the seas and oceans tremble 
incessantly, sounds reverberate through land, 
sea, and air. Beneath the skin, our brains and 
bodies are awash with waves of their own, and 
the Universe is filled by a vast spectrum of 
electromagnetic radiation, of which visible light 
is the narrowest sliver. Casting the net even 
wider, there are mechanical waves, quantum 
wave phenomena, and the now clearly 
detected gravitational waves. Look closer and 
deeper and more kinds of waves appear, down 
to the most fundamental level of reality. This 
Very Short Introduction looks at all the main 
kinds of wave, their sources, effects, and uses. 
Mike Goldsmith discusses how wave motion 
results in a range of phenomena, from 
reflection, diffraction, interference, and 
polarization in the case of light waves to beats 
and echoes for sound. All waves, however 
different, share many of the same features, 
and, as Goldsmith shows, for all their 
complexities many of their behaviours are 
fundamentally simple.  

 
Mike Goldsmith is both a 
working scientist and a 
writer of science books. 
His main areas of research 
are astronomy, where he 

has investigated cosmic dust, supergiant stars, 
and the substances found in other galaxies, and 
sound, where he has worked on sound in air 
and water, the history of noise, and intelligent 
machinery.  
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Autobiography is one of the most popular of 
written forms. From Casanova to Benjamin 
Franklin to the Kardashians, individuals 
throughout history have recorded their own 
lives and experiences. These personal writings 
are central to the work of literary critics, 
philosophers, historians, and psychologists, 
who have found in autobiographies from 
across the centuries not only an understanding 
of the ways in which lives have been lived, but 
the most fundamental accounts of what it 
means to be a self in the world. In this Very 
Short Introduction Laura Marcus defines what 
we mean by autobiography, and considers its 
relationship with similar literary forms such as 
memoirs, journals, letters, diaries, and essays.  
 

Laura Marcus is 
Goldsmiths' Professor of 
English Literature and 
Fellow of New College at 
Oxford. She is also a Fellow 
of the British Academy. 
Marcus has published 
widely on nineteenth and 
twentieth-century 

literature and culture, with books on 
autobiography, Virginia Woolf, modernist 
writing and literature and film. Her publications 
in the field of life-writing include 
Auto/biographical Discourses: Theory, 
Criticism, Practice (Manchester Univerity Press, 
1994), and numerous essays on autobiography 
and biography. 
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Ranging across the 

4.6 billion year history of the planet, geology is 
the subject that encompasses almost all that 
we see around us, in one way or another, and 
also much that we cannot see, beneath our 
feet, and on other planets. The fruits of 
geology provide most of the materials that give 
us shelter, and most of the energy that drives 
our modern lives. Within the study of geology 
lie some of the clues to the extraordinary 
impact our species is going to play out on the 
planet, in centuries and millennia to come. In 
this Very Short Introduction Jan Zalasiewicz 
gives a brief introduction to the fascinating 
field of geology.  

 
Jan Zalasiewicz is 
Professor in the 
Department of Geology 
at the University of 
Leicester, and before 
that worked at the 
British Geological 
Survey. A field geologist, 
palaeontologist, and 
stratigrapher, he teaches 

various aspects of geology and Earth history to 
undergraduate and postgraduate students, and 
is a researcher into fossil ecosystems and 
environments across over half a billion years of 
geological time. He has published over a 
hundred papers in scientific journals, and 
several books with Oxford University Press.  
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What is innovation? How is innovation used in 
business? How can we use it to succeed? 
Innovation, the ways ideas are made valuable, 
plays an essential role in economic and social 
development, and is an increasingly topical 
issue. Over the last 150 years our world has hit 
an accelerated rate of transformation. From 
airplanes to television to penicillin, and from 
radios to frozen food to digital money, the 
fruits of innovation surround us. Innovation: A 
Very Short Introduction looks at what 
innovation is and why it affects us so 
profoundly. It examines how it occurs, who 
stimulates it, how it is pursued, and what its 
outcomes are, both positive and negative.  
 

Mark Dodgson is 
Professor of 
Innovation Studies 
at the University of 
Queensland. He 
has authored over 

50 articles and book chapters, as well as 
written seven books. His research interests are 
in the areas of corporate strategies and 
government policies for technology and 
innovation. David Gann, CBE, is Professor and 
Vice-President (Innovation) at Imperial College 
London, and is responsible for a large portfolio 
of research in collaboration with firms in 
design, manufacturing, engineering, and 
construction. Together they edited The Oxford 
Handbook of Innovation Management, (OUP, 
2014), with Nelson Phillips. 
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What is responsible for the differences 
between the sexes in so many animals, from 
the brilliant plumage of birds-of-paradise to 
the antlers on deer? Why are the traits that 
distinguish the sexes sometimes detrimental to 
survival? Why do males and females 
sometimes behave differently? Questions like 
these have intrigued scientists and the public 
alike for many years. New discoveries are 
showing us both how wildly variable the 
natural world is, and how some basic principles 
can help explain much of that variation. Like 
natural selection, sexual selection is a process 
that results from differential representation of 
genes in successive generations. Under sexual 
selection, however, the crucial characteristics 
that determine whether an individual 
reproduces depend on sexual competition 
rather than survival ability. This Very Short 
Introduction uncovers the history of our 
understanding of sexual selection, from 
Darwin's key insights to the modern day.  
 

Marlene Zuk is 
Professor in the 
Department of 
Ecology, Evolution, 
and Behavior at the 
University of 

Minnesota Twin Cities. She has researched 
sexual selection for 25 years. Leigh W Simmons 
is professor in the School of Animal Biology at 
the University of Western Australia.  
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We live in a society which is increasingly 
interconnected, in which communication 
between individuals is mostly mediated via 
some electronic platform, and transactions are 
often carried out remotely. In such a world, 
traditional notions of trust and confidence in 
the identity of those with whom we are 
interacting, taken for granted in the past, can 
be much less reliable. Biometrics -- the 
scientific discipline of identifying individuals by 
means of the measurement of unique personal 
attributes -- provides a reliable means of 
establishing or confirming an individual's 
identity. These attributes include facial 
appearance, fingerprints, iris patterning, the 
voice, the way we write, or even the way we 
walk. The new technologies of biometrics have 
a wide range of practical applications, from 
securing mobile phones and laptops to 
establishing identity in bank transactions, 
travel documents, and national identity cards. 
This Very Short Introduction considers the 
capabilities of biometrics-based identity 
checking, from first principles to the 
practicalities of using different types of 
identification data.  
 

Michael Fairhurst is Professor 
of Computer Vision at the 
School of Engineering and 
Digital Arts at the University of 
Kent. He has published widely 
in technical literature as 
author or co-author of more 
than 400 research papers.  
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Vast, majestic, and often stunningly beautiful, 
glaciers lock up some 10% of the world's 
freshwater. These great bodies of ice play an 
important part in the Earth system, carving 
landscapes and influencing climate on regional 
and hemispheric scales, as well as having a 
significant impact on global sea level. 
Throughout time, the Earth has experienced 
various major glaciations in its deep history, 
long before the ice ages of the Quaternary, and 
the observed effects of climate change on 
glaciers have recently brought them to the 
forefront of public attention. This Very Short 
Introduction offers an overview of glaciers and 
ice sheets as systems, considering the role of 
geomorphology and sedimentology in studying 
them, and their impacts on our planet in terms 
of erosional and depositional processes.  
 

David J A Evans is a glacial 
geomorphologist who 
specializes in glacial 
landsystems and their 
application to reconstructing 
past glaciations. He was 
educated at the University of 
Wales (BA), Memorial 

University of Newfoundland (MSc), and 
University of Alberta (PhD). He has worked on 
glaciers and glaciation in a wide range of 
locations including the Canadian Arctic, 
Iceland, Svalbard, New Zealand, Norway, South 
Georgia, and the Canadian prairies as well as 
his native British Isles.  
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Typography, the art of designing printed 
words, was once the domain of an elite few 
artists but has become an area with which 
millions of people engage daily. The 
widespread usage of digital devices from 
laptops to tablets and smart phones which are 
used for written communications means that 
we are regularly asked to make decisions about 
the fonts, sizes, and layouts we use in our 
writing. This broadening engagement with the 
field of typography has led to a perceptible 
shift from debates about legibility and 
technicalities to conversations about which 
fonts best reflect the writer's personality or 
style. In this Very Short Introduction, Paul Luna 
offers a broad definition of typography as 
design for reading, whether in print or on 
screens, where a set of visual choices are taken 
to make a written message more accessible, 
more easily transmitted, more significant, or 
more attractive.  
 

Paul Luna is Emeritus 
Professor of Typography and 
Graphic Communication at the 
University of Reading. Before 
this he was head of corporate 
design at Oxford University 
Press and responsible for the 

design of major publications such as the Oxford 
English Dictionary, bilingual dictionaries, the 
Oxford Shakespeare, and the Revised English 
Bible. 
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Anyone with 

designs on becoming the most powerful man in 
the world must have the courage of his 
convictions. Xi Jinping, the General Secretary of 
the Chinese Communist Party has his own lofty 
ambitions, but is nonetheless ready to don 
Chairman Mao's mantle. And China's leader is 
well aware that he will need to do more than 
swap The Great Helmsman's famous Little Red 
Book with the Analects of Confucius to 
succeed. His ideological repertoire will need to 
stand up to scrutiny. For Xi, the greatest 
challenge facing China's social scientists and 
philosophers today is to preserve Marxism as a 
guiding ideology, while also engaging critically 
with constitutional democracy, universal 
values, neoliberalism, historical nihilism, 
democratic socialism and other mistaken 
credos.  
 
Francois Bougon was 
the Beijing 
correspondent for 
Agence France-Presse 
from 2005 to 2010. He 
is an Asia specialist and 
the assistant director of 
Le Monde's 
international service. Francois Bougon was the 
Beijing correspondent for Agence France-
Presse from 2005 to 2010. He is an Asia 
specialist and the assistant director of Le 
Monde's international service. 
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Tells the extraordinary--and previously untold--
tale of how Indian magic descended from the 
realm of the gods to become a popular 
amusement for the masses around the globe. 
Explores how Indian jugglers, yogis, and fakirs 
infiltrated the world of Western illusionists, 
including the likes of P.T. Barnum, and made 
their lasting mark. Heavily illustrated history 
drawing on a wide range of sources, including 
ancient religious texts, early travelers' 
accounts, and magicians' own testimony. 
 
 

John Zubrzycki has 
worked in India as a 
diplomat, consultant, tour 
guide and correspondent 
for The Australian. His 
background is in South 
Asian history and Hindi, 
and his doctoral thesis 

(University of New South Wales) concerns 
historical links between Indian and Western 
stage magicians.He is author of the best-selling 
The Last Nizam: An Indian Prince in the 
Australian Outback and The Mysterious Mr 
Jacob: Diamond Merchant, Magician and Spy, 
which was named one of the best books on 
India in 2012 by The Wall Street Journal. 
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A general history of 

Lisbon, and an intimate portrait of a city that 
witnessed the Roman Empire, medieval sieges, 
the global slave trade, invasion by Napoleon, 
and a 20th century dictator. Although Lisbon 
has a rich and colorful past, its 2,000-year 
history is not well-known.  This single-volume 
history provides an unrivalled and intimate 
portrait of the city and an entertaining account 
of its colorful past.  
 

 
Barry Hatton has 
been a British 
foreign 
correspondent in 
Lisbon for three 
decades. His 
previous book is 

The Portuguese: A Modern History. 
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PAPERBACK ORIGINAL ($95.00 hardcover 
releasing at the same time). Over 60 previously 
unpublished speeches, letters and 
autobiographies and over 20 photographs and 
prints (many unseen) of Frederick Douglass and 
his sons from the Walter O. Evans collection. 
The first extensive study of Frederick Douglass 
and his family's fight for the cause of liberty 
during the Civil War and in the Post-
Emancipation era.  The first scholarly 
annotated transcriptions of these previously 
unpublished materials. In-depth individual 
chronologies mapping the life stories of 
Frederick Douglass and his sons, Lewis Henry, 
Frederick Jr., and Charles Remond Douglass. 
 

 
Celeste-Marie 
Bernier is 
Professor of Black 
Studies and 
Personal Chair in 

English Literature at the University of 
Edinburgh. Andrew Taylor is a Senior Lecturer 
in English Literature at the University of 
Edinburgh. 
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Puma - disentangled from the three-part 
structure of The End of the World News and 
published here for the first time in its intended 
format - is Anthony Burgess's lost science 
fiction novel. Set some way into the future, the 
story details the crushing of the planet Earth by 
a heavyweight intruder from a distant galaxy - 
the dreaded Puma. It is a visceral book about 
the end of history as man has known it. Despite 
its apocalyptic theme, its earthquakes and tidal 
waves, murder and madness, Puma is a 
gloriously-comic novel, steeped in the rich 
literary heritage of a world soon to be 
extinguished and celebrating humanity in all its 
squalid glory. In Burgess's hands this 
meditation on destruction, mitigated by the 
hope of salvation for a select few, becomes 
powerful exploration of friendship, violence, 
literature and science at the end of the world.  
 

Anthony Burgess (25 
February 1917 - 22 
November 1993) was an 
English writer. Although 
Burgess was 
predominantly a comic 
writer, the dystopian 
satire A Clockwork Orange 
remains his best-known 

novel.  
 


