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 The Black Prince of Florence: The Spectacular Life and 
Treacherous World of Alessandro de' Medici  
Fletcher, Catherine  
9780190612726 
hardcover 
336 pages 
$29.95  
catalog page: 3 
9/1/2016 
02 
45%  
Oxford University Press 
 

Ruler of Florence for seven bloody years, 1531 to 1537, Alessandro de' Medici was 
arguably the first person of color to serve as a head of state in the Western world. Born 
out of wedlock to a dark-skinned maid and Lorenzo de' Medici, he was the last legitimate 
heir to the line of Lorenzo the Magnificent. When Alessandro's noble father died of 
syphilis, the family looked to him. Groomed for power, he carved a path through the 
backstabbing world of Italian politics in a time when cardinals, popes, and princes vied for 
wealth and advantage. By the age of nineteen, he was prince of Florence, inheritor of the 
legacy of the grandest dynasty of the Italian Renaissance. Alessandro faced down family 
rivalry and enormous resistance from Florence's oligarchs, who called him a womanizer-
which he undoubtedly was--and a tyrant. Yet this real-life counterpart to Machiavelli's 
Prince kept his grip on power until he was assassinated at the age of 26 during a late-night 
tryst arranged by his scheming cousins. 
  

 Oxford Roald Dahl Dictionary  
Dahl, Roald / Susan, Rennie / Quentin, Blake 
9780192736451 
Hardcover / Color illustrations by Quentin Blake. 
288 pages 
$24.95  
catalog page: 7 
9/1/2016 
02 
45%  

Oxford University Press 
 
This is not an ordinary dictionary. After all, you wouldn't expect an 'Oxford Roald Dahl 
Dictionary' to be ordinary, would you? Lots of dictionaries tell you what an 'alligator' is, or 
how to spell 'balloon' but they won't explain the difference between a 'ringbeller' and a 
'trogglehumper', or say why witches need 'gruntles' eggs' or suggest a word for the shape 
of a 'Knid'. All the words that Roald Dahl invented are here, like 'biffsquiggled' and 
'whizzpopping,' to remind you what means what.  



 What Is Buddhist Enlightenment?  
Wright, Dale S.  
9780190622596 
hardcover 
264 pages 
$29.95  
catalog page: 1 
10/3/2016 
1A 
40%  
Oxford University Press 
 
What kind of person should I strive to be? What ideals should I 
pursue in my life? These questions, or versions of them, are 

essential building blocks of the human condition, and often recur throughout our lives. 
Dale S. Wright argues that the question at the heart of them all is one most commonly 
associated with Buddhism: What is enlightenment? 
 
  

Tense Bees and Shell-Shocked Crabs: Are Animals Conscious?  
Tye, Michael  
9780190278014 
hardcover 
256 pages 
$29.95  
catalog page: 41 
12/1/2016 
1A 
40%  
Oxford University Press 
 
A consideration of some of the most common questions about 
animal minds. Do birds have feelings? Can fish feel pain? Could a 

honeybee be anxious? For centuries, the question of whether or not animals are conscious 
like humans has prompted debates among philosophers and scientists. While most people 
gladly accept that complex mammals - such as dogs - share emotions and experiences 
with us, the matter of simpler creatures is much less clear. Meanwhile, the advent of the 
digital age and artificial intelligence has created an added dimension to questions about 
non-human consciousness. In Tense Bees and Shell-Shocked Crabs, Michael Tye offers 
answers to some of today's most pressing questions about nonhuman consciousness. 
Blending the latest research about animal sensation with theories about the nature of 
consciousness, Tye develops a methodology for addressing the mysteries of the animal 
mind. Without endorsing any specific theory on the nature of consciousness, Tye tackles 
issues such as the animal experience of pain and fear, and the role of brain anatomy in 
determining consciousness. Tense Bees and Shell-Shocked Crabs offers an insightful 
exploration of the ways in which animals relate to the world.  



 Beyond the Northlands: Viking Voyages and the Old Norse 
Sagas 
Barraclough, Eleanor Rosamund  
9780198701248 
Hardcover / 52 color illustrations 
320 pages 
$39.95  
catalog page: 44 
12/1/2016 
02 
45%  
Oxford University Press 
 
In the dying days of the eighth century, the Vikings erupted onto 

the international stage with brutal raids and slaughter. The medieval Norsemen may be 
best remembered as monk murderers and village pillagers, but this is far from the whole 
story. Throughout the Middle Ages, long-ships transported hairy northern voyagers far 
and wide, where they not only raided but also traded, explored and settled new lands, 
encountered unfamiliar races, and embarked on pilgrimages and crusades. The Norsemen 
travelled to all corners of the medieval world and beyond; north to the wastelands of 
arctic Scandinavia, south to the politically turbulent heartlands of medieval Christendom, 
west across the wild seas to Greenland and the fringes of the North American continent, 
and east down the Russian waterways trading silver, skins, and slaves. Beyond the 
Northlands explores this world through the stories that the Vikings told about themselves 
in their sagas.  
 

 John Quincy Adams and the Politics of Slavery: Selections from 
the Diary 
Waldstreicher, David and Mason, Matthew 
9780199947959 
hardcover 
256 pages 
$29.95  
catalog page: 54 
12/1/2016 
1A 
40%  
Oxford University Press 
 
In the final years of his political career, President John Quincy 

Adams was well known for his objections to slavery, with rival Henry Wise going so far as 
to label him 'the acutest, the astutest, the archest enemy of southern slavery that ever 
existed.' As a young statesman, however, he supported slavery. How is it that Adams came 
to foretell 'a grand struggle between slavery and freedom'? John Quincy Adams and the 
Politics of Slavery is an invaluable contribution to our understanding of the complicated 
politics of slavery that set the groundwork for the Civil War. 



 Angela Carter: The Biography 
Gordon, Edmund  
9780190626846 
Hardcover / 50 photos 
504 pages 
$35.00  
catalog page: 57 
01/01/2017 
02 
45%  
Oxford University Press 
 
Angela Carter is widely considered one of the best loved and 
most highly acclaimed English writers of the last hundred 
years. She was prolific and inventive, producing an astounding 

range of innovative novels, short stories, screenplays, and essays that won her the 
admiration and respect of readers around the world, including renowned peers such as 
Salman Rushdie, Joyce Carol Oates, and Margaret Atwood. Dozens of books have been 
written about Carter's work, but only a few have considered the author's life, often as a 
brief prelude to criticism of her fiction. Edmund Gordon's Angela Carter: The Biography 
will be the first to fully explore Carter's life and career. This sharply written narrative will 
be the definitive biography for years to come. 
 

 A Cabinet of Ancient Medical Curiosities: Strange Tales and 
Surprising Facts from the Healing Arts of Greece and Rome  
McKeown, J. C.  
9780190610432 
Hardcover / 69 black and white halftones.  
256 pages 
$18.95  
catalog page: 59 
12/1/2016 
02 
45%  
Oxford University Press 
 
There are few disciplines as exciting and forward-looking as 

medicine. Unfortunately, however, many modern practitioners have lost sight of the 
origins of their discipline. A Cabinet of Ancient Medical Curiosities aspires to cure this 
lapse by taking readers back to the early days of Western medicine in ancient Greece and 
Rome. Quoting the actual words of ancient authors, often from texts which have never 
before been translated into English, J. C. McKeown offers a fascinating glimpse at the 
origins of surgery, gynecology, pediatrics, pharmacology, diet and nutrition, and many 
other fields of medicine. A fascinating exploration of the bizarre - and sometimes 
grotesque - medical beliefs of the past, A Cabinet of Ancient Medical Curiosities will 
delight anyone with an interest in the history of medicine or the ancient world. 



 In the Midnight Hour: The Life & Soul of Wilson Picket 
Fletcher, Tony  
9780190252946 
hardcover 
328 pages 
$27.95  
catalog page: 60 
01/02/2017 
02 
45%  
Oxford University Press 
 
Wilson Pickett was arguably the greatest male soul screamer 
of the 1960s and '70s. With a career spanning half a century, 
he sold millions of albums and tens of millions of singles, 
leaving a legacy of unforgettable hits, including 'In the 

Midnight Hour,' 'Land of 1000 Dances,' and 'Mustang Sally.' A musician of rare instinct 
with an unmistakable intensity and charisma, the 'Wicked' Pickett was for many the living 
embodiment of soul. In the first biography of this legendary artist, veteran music 
journalist Tony Fletcher goes far beyond anecdote, weaving the turns of Pickett's 
extraordinary career into the larger story of black American music in the late 20th 
Century. 
 

 Little Oxford Dictionary of Proverbs - 2nd Edition 
Knowles, Elizabeth (editor) 
9780198778370 
hardcover 
512 pages 
$16.95  
catalog page: 61 
1/1/2017 
02 
45%  
Oxford University Press 
 
Little Oxford Dictionary of Proverbs features over 2,000 
proverbs and sayings from around the world, arranged across 
250 subjects - from 'Books' and 'Borrowing' to 'Dreams' and 

'Drink'. Each theme has a short introduction giving an overview of the proverbial 
treatment of the topic and each proverb is accompanied by information on its date, 
source, and meaning. Not only is this book a pleasure to browse but it is ideal for quick 
reference with its comprehensive index that makes it easy to find the exact phrase you're 
looking for. Beautifully produced and designed, it is the perfect gift for anyone who loves 
language. Drawing on Oxford's ongoing dictionary research and language monitoring, the 
second edition of this delightful book adds phrases that have come to prominence, or 
increased in popularity, since publication of the first edition. 



 The Killing Wind: A Chinese County's Descent into Madness 
during the Cultural Revolution 
Hecheng, Tan  
9780190622527 
hardcover 
432 pages 
$34.95  
catalog page: 62 
01/01/2017 
1A 
40%  
Oxford University Press 
 
Over the course of 66 days in 1967, more than 9,000 Chinese 

'class enemies' - including young children and the elderly - were murdered in Dao, a 
county in the Hunan province. Commonly known as the Daoxian massacre, the killings 
were one of the many acts of mass violence and radicalism that rocked China during the 
Cultural Revolution. However, in spite of the scope and brutality of the killings, there are 
few detailed accounts of what took place on the ground. Years after the massacre, writer 
and editor Tan Hecheng was sent to Dao to report on the official investigation into the 
killings. Unable to publish his findings in China, in The Killing Wind he provides a first-
hand investigation of the atrocities, exploring how and why the massacre took place. A 
compelling testament to the victims and survivors of the Daoxian massacre, The Killing 
Wind is a monument to historical truth, one that fills an immense gap in our 
understanding of Mao, the Cultural Revolution, and the status of truth in contemporary 
China. 
 

 Gothic Tales 
Doyle, Arthur Conan  
9780198734291 
Hardcover / Introduction by Darryl Jones. 
576 pages 
$27.95  
catalog page: 68 
01/04/2017 
02 
45%  
Oxford University Press 
 
Arthur Conan Doyle was the greatest genre writer Britain has ever 

produced. Throughout a long writing career, he drew on his own medical background, his 
travels, and his increasing interest in spiritualism and the occult to produce a spectacular 
array of Gothic stories. Many of Doyle's writings are recognised as the very greatest tales 
of terror. They range from hauntings in the polar wasteland to evil surgeons and 
malevolent jungle landscapes. This collection brings together over thirty of Conan Doyle's 
best 'Gothic Tales,' in a scholarly edition for the first time. 



 Gardens: A Short History 
Campbell, Gordon 
9780198784616 
Hardcover / Numerous illustrations. 
144 pages 
$16.95  
catalog page: 69 
01/10/2017 
1A 
40%  
Oxford University Press 
 

Gardens take many forms, and have a variety of functions. They can serve as spaces of 
peace and tranquility, a way to cultivate wildlife, or as places to develop agricultural 
resources. Globally, gardens have inspired, comforted, and sustained people from all 
walks of life, and since the Garden of Eden many iconic gardens have inspired great 
artists, poets, musicians, and writers. In this short history, Gordon Campbell embraces 
gardens in all their splendour, from parks, and fruit and vegetable gardens to ornamental 
gardens, and takes the reader on a globe-trotting historical journey through iconic and 
cultural signposts of gardens from different regions and traditions. Ranging from the 
gardens of ancient Persia to modern day allotments, he concludes by looking to the future 
of the garden in the age of global warming, and the adaptive spirit of human innovation. 
 

 The Plague of War: Athens, Sparta, and the Struggle for Ancient 
Greece 
Roberts, Jennifer T.  
9780199996643 
Hardcover / Ancient Warfare and Civilization. 7 black and white 
line; 20 black and white halftone 
384 pages 
$29.95  
catalog page: 74 
02/01/2017 
02 
45%  
Oxford University Press 

 
In 431 BC, the long simmering rivalry between the city-states of Athens and Sparta 
erupted into open warfare, and for more than a generation the two were locked in a life-
and-death struggle. The war embroiled the entire Greek world, provoking years of 
butchery previously unparalleled in ancient Greece. Whole cities were exterminated, their 
men killed, their women and children enslaved. While the war is commonly believed to 
have ended with the capture of the Athenian navy in 405 and the subsequent starvation of 
Athens, fighting in Greece would continue for several decades. A fast-paced narrative of 
one of antiquity's most famous clashes, The Plague of War is a must-read for history 
enthusiasts of all ages. 



 Light Come Shining: The Transformations of Bob Dylan 
McCarron, Andrew  
9780199313471 
Hardcover / Inner Lives 
224 pages 
$19.95  
catalog page: 75 
02/01/2017 
02 
45%  
Oxford University Press 
 
Bob Dylan is the prince of self-reinvention and deflection. 
Whether it's the folkies of Greenwich Village, the student 

movement of the 1960s and 1970s, Born Again Christians, the Chabad Lubavitch 
community, or English Department postmodernists, specific intellectual and sociopolitical 
groups have repeatedly claimed Bob Dylan as their spokesperson. With fascinating 
insight, McCarron reveals how a common script undergirds Dylan's self-explanations of 
these changes; and, at the heart of this script, illuminates a fascinating story of spiritual 
death and rebirth that has captivated us all for generations. 
 

 It's Been Said Before: A Guide to the Use and Abuse of Cliches  
Hargraves, Orin  
9780190624156 
paperback  
248 pages 
$17.95  
catalog page: 92 
10/1/2016 
1A 
40%  
Oxford University Press 
 
Careful writers and speakers agree that cliches are generally 
to be avoided. However, nearly all of us continue to use them. 
Why do they persist in our language? In It's Been Said Before, 

lexicographer Orin Hargraves examines the peculiar idea and power of the cliche. He 
helps readers understand why certain phrases became cliches and why they should be 
avoided -- or why they still have life left in them. Indeed, cliches can be useful -- even 
powerful. And few people even agree on which expressions are cliches and which are not. 
Many regard any frequent idiom as a cliche, and a phrase regarded as a cliche in one 
context may be seen simply as an effective expression in another. Examples drawn from 
data about actual usage support Hargraves' identification of true cliches. They also 
illuminate his commentary on usage problems and helpful suggestions for eliminating 
cliches where they serve no useful purpose. 
 



 Paris Street Tales  
Constantine, Helen (editor and translator) 
9780198736790 
Paperback / Numerous black-and-white photos.  
256 pages 
$16.95  
catalog page: 108 
11/1/2016 
03 
45%  
Oxford University Press 
 
Paris Street Tales is the third volume of a trilogy of translated 
stories set in Paris. The previous two editions are Paris Tales, in 

which each story is associated with one of the twenty arrondissements, and Paris Metro 
Tales, in which the twenty-two stories are related to a trip around the Paris Metro. This 
new volume contains seventeen newly-translated stories related to particular streets in 
Paris and one newly-written tale of the city. The stories range from the nineteenth 
century to the present day and include tales by well-known writers such as Colette, 
Maupassant, Didier Daeninckx, and Simenon, and less familiar names such as Francis 
Carco, Aurelie Filipetti, and Arnaud Baignot. They present a vivid picture of Paris streets 
in a variety of literary styles and tones.   
 

The Extended Phenotype: The Long Reach of the Gene 
Dawkins, Richard 
9780198788911 
paperback 
440 pages 
$15.95  
catalog page: 109 
10/1/2016 
03 
45%  
Oxford University Press 
 
In The Selfish Gene, Richard Dawkins crystallized the gene's 
eye view of evolution developed by W.D. Hamilton and others. 
The book provoked widespread and heated debate. Written in 

part as a response, The Extended Phenotype gave a deeper clarification of the central 
concept of the gene as the unit of selection; but it did much more besides. In it, Dawkins 
extended the gene's eye view to argue that the genes that sit within an organism have an 
influence that reaches out beyond the visible traits in that body - the phenotype - to the 
wider environment, which can include other individuals. So, for instance, the genes of the 
beaver drive it to gather twigs to produce the substantial physical structure of a dam; and 
the genes of the cuckoo chick produce effects that manipulate the behaviour of the host 
bird, making it nurture the intruder as one of its own.  



The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles 
in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a 
new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and 
enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable. 

 
 Banking: A Very Short Introduction  
Wilson, John O. S. and Goddard, John  
9780199688920 
paperback / Very Short Introductions  
144 pages 
$11.95  
catalog page: 118 
9/1/2016 
03 
45%  
Oxford University Press 
 
Banks are of central importance for economic growth, the 

allocation of capital, competitiveness, and financial stability. In this Very Short 
Introduction John Goddard and John Wilson explore the world of banking, describing the 
role of central banks in national and global economies, and analysing the increasing 
supervision and regulation imposed on the banking industry. Looking to the future, the 
authors consider proposals for reform of the banking industry, and the prospects of a 
resolution of the closely-related banking and sovereign debt crises.  
 

 Translation: A Very Short Introduction 
Reynolds, Matthew 
9780198712114 
Paperback / Very Short Introduction. 8 black and white 
illustrations 
144 pages 
$11.95  
catalog page: 119 
9/1/2016 
03 
45%  
Oxford University Press 
 
Translation is everywhere, and matters to everybody. Translation 

doesn't only give us foreign news, dubbed films and instructions for using the microwave: 
without it, there would be no world religions, and our literatures, our cultures, and our 
languages would be unrecognisable. In this Very Short Introduction, Matthew Reynolds 
gives an authoritative and thought-provoking account of the field, from ancient Akkadian 
to World English, from St Jerome to Google Translate. He shows how translation 
determines meaning, how it matters in commerce, empire, conflict and resistance, and 
why it is fundamental to literature and the arts.  



Learning: A Very Short Introduction 
Haselgrove, Mark 
9780199688364 
Paperback / Very Short Introductions. 25 black and white 
halftones 
144 pages 
$11.95  
catalog page: 120 
9/1/2016 
03 
45%  
Oxford University Press 
 
What is learning? How does it take place? What happens when 

it goes wrong? The topic of learning has been central to the development of the science of 
psychology since its inception. Without learning there can be no memory, no language and 
no intelligence. Indeed it is rather difficult to imagine a part of psychology, or 
neuroscience, that learning does not touch upon. In this Very Short Introduction Mark 
Haselgrove describes learning from the perspective of associative theories of classical and 
instrumental conditioning, and considers why these are the dominant, and best described 
analyses of learning in contemporary psychology. Tracing the origins of these theories, he 
discusses the techniques used to study learning in both animals and humans, and 
considers the importance of learning for animal behaviour and survival. 
 

 Philosophy of Science: A Very Short Introduction  
Okasha, Samir  
9780198745587 
paperback / 10 black and white images. Very Short 
Introductions  
160 pages 
$11.95  
catalog page: 121 
9/28/2016 
03 
45%  
Oxford University Press 
 
How much faith should we place in what scientists tell us? Is it 
possible for scientific knowledge to be fully 'objective'? What, 

really, can be defined as science? In the second edition of this Very Short Introduction, 
Samir Okasha explores the main themes and theories of contemporary philosophy of 
science, and investigates fascinating, challenging questions such as these. Starting at the 
very beginning, with a concise overview of the history of science, Okasha examines the 
nature of fundamental practices such as reasoning, causation, and explanation.  
  
 



Babylonia: A Very Short Introduction  
Bryce, Trevor  
9780198726470 
paperback / 14 black & white images. Very Short Introductions  
144 pages 
$11.95  
catalog page:122 
10/1/2016 
03 
45%  
Oxford University Press 
 
The history of Ancient Babylonia in ancient Mesopotamia is epic. 

After playing host to three great empires, the Hammurabic and Kassite empires, and the 
Neo-Babylonian Empire ruled by Nebuchadnezzar, it was conquered by the Persians. 
Entered triumphantly by Alexander the Great, it later provided the setting for the 
Conquerer's deathbed. Squabbled over by his heirs, Babylonia was subsequently 
dominated by the Parthian and Roman empires. In this Very Short Introduction, Trevor 
Bryce takes us on a journey of more than 2,000 years across the history and civilization of 
ancient Babylonia, from the emergence of its chief city, Babylon, as a modest village on the 
Euphrates in the 3rd millennium BC through successive phases of triumph, decline, and 
resurgence until its royal capital faded into obscurity in the Roman imperial era.  
 

 Public Administration: A Very Short Introduction  
Theodoulou, Stella Z. and Roy, Ravi K.  
9780198724230 
paperback / 10 black and white images. Very Short Introductions  
144 pages 
$11.95  
catalog page: 123 
10/1/2016 
03 
45%  
Oxford University Press 
 
Public administration ensures the development and delivery of the 

essential public services required for sustaining modern civilization. Covering areas from 
public safety and social welfare to transportation and education, the services provided 
through the public sector are inextricably part of our daily lives. However, mandatory 
budgetary cuts in recent years have caused public administrators to radically re-think 
how they govern in the modern age. In this Very Short Introduction Stella Theodoulou and 
Ravi Roy offer practical insight into the major challenges confronting the public sector in 
the globalized era. Tackling some of the most hotly debated issues of our time, including 
the privatization of public services and government surveillance, they take the reader on a 
global journey through history to examine the origins, development, and continued 
evolution of public administration.  



 Blood: A Very Short Introduction  
Cooper, Christopher  
9780199581450 
paperback / 26 black and white images. Very Short Introductions  
144 pages 
$11.95  
catalog page: 124 
10/1/2016 
03 
45%  
Oxford University Press 
 
Blood is vital to most animals. In mammals it transports oxygen 
and food, carries away waste, and contains the white cells that 

attack invading microbes. Playing a central role in life, it has had profound cultural and 
historical significance and plays an important role in religious ritual. Blood was one of the 
four humours in early Western medicine and is still probably the major diagnostic tool in 
the doctor's armoury. In this Very Short Introduction, Chris Cooper analyses the 
components of blood, explains blood groups, and looks at transfusions, blood tests, and 
blood-borne diseases. He considers what the future may hold, including the possibility of 
making artificial blood, and producing blood from stem cells in the laboratory.  
 

 Indian Cinema: A Very Short Introduction 
Rajadhyaksha, Ashish 
9780198723097 
paperback 
Very Short Introductions. 17 black & white halftones. 6.9 x 4.4 
inches 
144 pages 
$11.95  
catalog page: 125 
10/1/2016 
03 
45%  
Oxford University Press 
 

One film out of every five made anywhere on earth comes from India. From its beginnings 
under colonial rule through to the heights of Bollywood, Indian Cinema has challenged 
social injustices such as caste, the oppression of Indian women, religious intolerance, rural 
poverty, and the pressures of life in the burgeoning cities. And yet, the Indian movie 
industry makes only about five percent of Hollywood's annual revenue. In this Very Short 
Introduction Ashish Rajadhyaksha delves into the political, social, and economic factors 
which, over time, have shaped Indian Cinema into a fascinating counterculture. Covering 
everything from silent cinema through to the digital era, Rajadhyaksha examines how the 
industry reflects the complexity and variety of Indian society through the dramatic 
changes of the 20th century, and into the beginnings of the 21st. 



 Public Health: A Very Short Introduction  
Berridge, Virginia 
9780199688463 
paperback / 10 black and white images. Very Short 
Introductions  
144 pages 
$11.95  
catalog page: 126 
10/1/2016 
03 
45%  
Oxford University Press 
 
Public health is a term much used in the media, by health 
professionals, and by activists. At the national or the local level 

there are ministries or departments of public health, whilst international agencies such as 
the World Health Organisation promote public health policies, and regional organisations 
such as the European Union have public health funding and policies. But what do we mean 
when we speak about 'public health'? In this Very Short Introduction Virginia Berridge 
explores the areas which fall under the remit of public health, and explains how the 
individual histories of different countries have come to cause great differences in the 
perception of the role and responsibilities of public health organisations. 
 

 Military Justice: A Very Short Introduction  
Fidell, Eugene R. 
9780199303496 
paperback / 10 illustrations. Very Short Introductions  
152 pages 
$11.95  
catalog page: 127 
10/3/2016 
03 
45%  
Oxford University Press 
 
Few subjects are as important, fast-moving, and little-
understood as military justice. This book presents an 
accessible and honest assessment of the strengths and 

weaknesses of military justice in both common law countries and those with other legal 
traditions, with particular emphasis on the US, UK, and Canada. Military Justice: A Very 
Short Introduction traces the past and recent trajectory of military justice and identifies 
future developments, providing a better understanding of the high-profile and 
occasionally strange military cases that emerge from today's military operations around 
the world. 
 
  



War and Technology: A Very Short Introduction  
Roland, Alex  
9780190605384 
paperback / 10 illustrations. Very Short Introductions  
136 pages 
$11.95  
catalog page: 128 
10/3/2016 
03 
45%  
Oxford University Press 
 
Warfare and technologies of war predate human history. In the 
twenty-first century, their dynamic relationship drives the 

transformation of war and countless realms of technological innovation. Yet even now the 
newest, best, and highest technology cannot guarantee victory. Rather technology and 
warfare remain in a timeless dialectic, driving change without ever stabilizing a military 
balance of power or capping a trajectory of technological creativity. New technologies 
continue to push warfare in unexpected directions, while warfare pulls technology into 
new realms and new possibilities. This Very Short Introduction explores this continually 
evolving story from ancestors of Homo sapiens to the age of cyber warfare and 
nanotechnology. 
 

 Molecular Biology: A Very Short Introduction 
Divan, Aysha and Royds, Janice  
978019872882 
Paperback / 28 black and white images. Very Short Introductions  
144 pages 
$11.95  
catalog page:129 
11/01/2016 
03 
45%  
Oxford University Press 
 
Molecular Biology is the story of the molecules of life, their 
relationships, and how these interactions are controlled. It is an 

expanding field in life sciences, and its applications are wide and growing. In this Very 
Short Introduction, Aysha Divan and Janice Royds examine the history, present, and future 
of Molecular Biology. Starting with the building blocks established by Darwin, Wallace and 
Mendel, and the discovery of the structure of DNA in 1953, they consider the wide range 
of applications for Molecular Biology today, including the development of new drugs, and 
forensic science. They also look forward to two key areas of evolving research such as 
personalised medicine and synthetic biology. 
 
 



 Asian American History: A Very Short Introduction 
Hsu, Madeline Y. 
9780190219765 
Paperback / Very Short Introductions. 8 illustrations. 4-3/8 x 6-
7/8 inches 
160 pages 
$11.95  
catalog page: 130 
9/1/2016 
03 
45%  
Oxford University Press 
 
Asians have migrated to North America for centuries, in search 

of opportunities and conveyed by increasingly dense, international circuits of trade, labor 
markets, and family networks. Drawn by the riches promised by the relatively 
undeveloped, but not unpopulated, New World, Asians joined a diverse array of 
immigrants arriving in capacities such as merchants, farmers, fishermen, soldiers, 
missionaries, artists and artisans, industrial and agricultural laborers, technicians and 
scientists, journalists, sailors, diplomats, tourists, bankers, students, and entrepreneurs of 
every stripe. Asian American History: A Very Short Introduction provides a narrative 
interpretation of key themes that emerge in the history of Asian migrations to North 
America. Clearly written and elegantly argued, this book complements typical American 
history narratives by highlighting how Asian immigration has shaped the evolution of 
ideological and legal interpretations of America as a 'nation of immigrants.' 
 

 Rocks: A Very Short Introduction 
Zalasiewicz, Jan  
9780198725190 
Paperback / Very Short Introductions. 25 black and white images 
144 pages 
$11.95  
catalog page: 131 
9/1/2016 
03 
45%  
Oxford University Press 
 
Rocks, more than anything else, underpin our lives. They make up 
the solid structure of the Earth and of other rocky planets, and 

are present at the cores of gas giant planets. In this Very Short Introduction Jan Zalsiewicz 
looks at the nature and variety of rocks, and the processes by which they are formed. 
Starting from the origin of rocks and their key role in the formation of the Earth, he 
considers what we know about the deep rocks of the mantle and core, and what rocks can 
tell us about the evolution of the Earth, and looks at those found in outer space and on 
other planets.  
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Up to the 1960s, psychology was deeply under the influence of 

behaviourism, which focused on stimuli and responses, and regarded consideration of 
what may happen in the mind as unapproachable scientifically. This began to change with 
the devising of methods to try to tap into what was going on in the 'black box' of the mind, 
and the development of 'cognitive psychology'. In this Very Short Introduction Richard 
Passingham, a distinguished cognitive neuroscientist, gives a provocative and exciting 
account of the nature and scope of this relatively new field, and the techniques available 
to us, focusing on investigation of the human brain. He explains what brain imaging 
shows, pointing out common misconceptions, and gives a brief overview of the different 
aspects of human cognition: perceiving, attending, remembering, reasoning, deciding, and 
acting. Passingham concludes with a discussion of the exciting advances that may lie 
ahead. 
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Measurement is a fundamental concept that underpins almost 
every aspect of the modern world. It is central to the sciences, 

social sciences, medicine, and economics, but it affects everyday life. In this Very Short 
Introduction, David Hand explains the common mathematical framework underlying all 
measurement, the main approaches to measurement, and the challenges involved. 
Following a brief historical account of measurement, he discusses measurement as used in 
the physical sciences and engineering, the life sciences and medicine, the social and 
behavioural sciences, economics, business, and public policy. 
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Gottfried Wilhelm Leibniz (1646-1716) was a man of 
extraordinary intellectual creativity who lived an exceptionally 

rich and varied intellectual life in troubled times. More than anything else, he was a man 
who wanted to improve the life of his fellow human beings through the advancement of all 
the sciences and the establishment of a stable and just political order. In this Very Short 
Introduction Maria Rosa Antognazza outlines the central features of Leibniz's philosophy 
in the context of his overarching intellectual vision and aspirations. Against the backdrop 
of Leibniz's encompassing scientific ambitions, she introduces the fundamental principles 
of Leibniz's thought, as well as his theory of truth and theory of knowledge. Exploring 
Leibniz's contributions to logic, mathematics, physics, and metaphysics, she considers 
how his theories sat alongside his concerns with politics, diplomacy, and a broad range of 
practical reforms: juridical, economic, administrative, technological, medical, and 
ecclesiastical. Discussing Leinbniz's theories of possible worlds, she concludes by looking 
at what is ultimately real in this actual world that we experience, the good and evil there 
is in it, and Leibniz's response to the problem of evil through his theodicy.  
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The 2014 Ebola epidemic demonstrated the power of pandemics 

and their ability not only to destroy lives locally but also to capture the imagination and 
terrify the world. Christian W. McMillen provides a concise yet comprehensive account of 
pandemics throughout human history, illustrating how pandemic disease has shaped 
history and, at the same time, social behavior has influenced pandemic disease.  
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Zionism is the nationalist movement affirming Jewish people's 

right to self-determination through the establishment of a Jewish national state in its 
ancient homeland. It is one of the most controversial ideologies in the world. Its 
supporters laud its success at liberating the Jewish people after millennia of persecution 
and at securing the creation of Israel. In this Very Short Introduction, Michael Stanislawski 
presents an impartial and disinterested history of Zionist ideology from its origins to the 
present. Sharp and accessible, this book charts the crucial moments in the ideological 
development of Zionism, including the emergence of modern Jewish nationalism in early 
nineteenth century Europe, the founding of the Zionist movement by Theodor Herzl in 
1897, the Balfour Declaration, the creation of the State of Israel in 1948 under the 
leadership of David Ben-Gurion, the Six Day War in 1967, the rise of the 'Peace Now' 
movement, and the election of conservative prime minister Benjamin Netanyahu. 
Stanislawski's balanced analysis of these controversial events illuminates why, despite the 
undeniable success in its goal of creating a Jewish state, profound questions remain today 
about the long-term viability of Zionist ideology in a rapidly destabilizing Middle East. 
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The history of modern Italy is characterized by recurrent cultural 

and political projects of modernity, rejuvenation, and regeneration; projects which often 
had their roots in a widespread dissatisfaction with social and political reality, and 
perceived moral corruption. In this Very Short Introduction Anna Cento Bull addresses 
the question of what modernity means to Italy, and asks what modern Italy stands for.  
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In 1883, Francis Galton, a cousin of Charles Darwin, coined the 

word 'eugenics' to express his dream of perfecting the human race by applying the laws of 
genetic heredity. In this lucid volume, Philippa Levine tackles the intricate and 
controversial history of eugenics, masterfully synthesizing the enormous range of policies 
and experiments carried out in the name of eugenics around the world throughout the 
twentieth century. She questions the widespread belief that eugenics disappeared after 
World War II and evaluates the impact of eugenics on current reproductive and genetic 
sciences. Charting the development of such controversial practices as artificial 
insemination, sperm donation, and population control, this book offers a powerful, 
extraordinarily timely reflection on the frequent interplay between genetics and ethics. 
Eugenics may no longer be a household word, but we feel its effects even today. 
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Since ancient times, poets, historians, and philosophers have 
contemplated warlords' exploits in battle and praised their 

ability to lead armies toward victory as the 'art of the general.' Today, this quality is 
designated military strategy. Military strategy plays a vital role in every conflict, because, 
as the United States' involvement in the Vietnam conflict showed, when the overarching 
strategy is weak it is possible to win every battle but still lose a war. Taking inspiration 
from the greatest military theoreticians of history, such as Sun Tzu, Niccolò Machiavelli, 
and Carl von Clausewitz, this Very Short Introduction highlights the dynamic relationship 
between the principal components of strategy: purpose, method, and means.  
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We all create intellectual property. We all use intellectual property. 

Intellectual property is the most pervasive yet least understood way we regulate 
expression. Despite its importance to so many aspects of the global economy and daily life, 
intellectual property policy remains a confusing and arcane subject. This engaging book 
clarifies both the basic terms and the major conflicts surrounding these fascinating areas 
of law, offering a layman's introduction to copyright, patents, trademarks, and other forms 
of knowledge falling under the purview of intellectual property rights.  
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What is pain? Has the experience of pain always been the same? 
How is pain related to the emotions, to culture, and to pleasure? 

What happens to us when we feel pain? How does pain work in the body and in the brain? 
In this Very Short Introduction, Rob Boddice explores the history, culture, and medical 
science of pain. Charting the shifting meanings of pain across time and place, he focusses 
on how the experience and treatment of pain have changed. He describes historical 
hierarchies of pain experience that related pain to social class and race, and the 
privileging of human states of pain over that of other animals. From the pain concepts of 
classical antiquity to expressions of pain in contemporary art, and modern medical 
approaches to the understanding, treatment, and management of pain, Boddice weaves a 
multifaceted account of this central human experience. Ranging from neuroscientific 
innovations in experimental medicine to the constructionist arguments of social scientists, 
pain is shown to resist a timeless definition. Pain is physical and emotional, of body and 
mind, and is always experienced subjectively and contextually.  
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From the first, telescopes have made dramatic revelations about 

the Universe and our place in it. Galileo's observations of the Moon's cratered surface and 
discovery of Jupiter's four big satellites profoundly altered the perception of the heavens. 
Over the past century, the rapid development of computer technology and sophisticated 
materials allowed enormous strides in the construction of telescopes. In this Very Short 
Introduction, Geoffrey Cottrell describes the basic physics of telescopes, the challenges of 
overcoming turbulence and distortion from the Earth's atmosphere, and the special 
techniques used to capture X-rays and gamma rays in space telescopes. He explains the 
crucial developments in detectors and spectrographs that have enabled the high 
resolution achieved by modern telescopes, and the hopes for the new generation of 
telescopes currently being built across the world.  
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From the beginning of time, humans have been driven by both a fear of the unknown and 
a curiosity to know. We have always yearned to know what lies ahead, whether threat or 
safety, scarcity or abundance. Throughout human history, our forebears tried to create 
certainty in the unknown, by seeking to influence outcomes with sacrifices to gods, 
preparing for the unexpected with advice from oracles, and by reading the stars through 
astrology. As scientific methods improve and computer technology develops we become 
ever more confident of our capacity to predict and quantify the future by accumulating 
and interpreting patterns form the past, yet the truth is there is still no certainty to be had. 
In this Very Short Introduction Jennifer Gidley considers some of our most burning 
questions: What is 'the future'? 
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John Calvin was born only a few years before the Christian church 

in Europe was plunged into the chaos of the Protestant Reformation. To Calvin, the only 
thing that mattered was correcting God's church, which he thought had wandered away 
from the truth. Throughout his adult life, Calvin manifested a singular passion with God. 
He desired intensely to subjugate the world to what he saw as God's truth, and his ideas 
started the movement now known as Calvinism. In this Very Short Introduction Jon 
Balserak explores Calvin's life and considers the major ideas and issues associated with 
the Calvinist system of thought. He looks at how Calvinist ideas and practices spread and 
took root, helping shape societies today. Much of contemporary thought - especially 
western thought - on everything from civil government to money, suicide, and divorce has 
been influenced by Calvinism.  
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Ageing is an activity we are familiar with from an early age. In this 

Very Short Introduction Nancy A. Pachana discusses the lifelong dynamic changes in 
biological, psychological, and social functioning involved in ageing. Increased lifespans in 
the developed and the developing world have created an urgent need to find ways to 
enhance our functioning and well-being in the later decades of life, and this need is 
reflected in policies and action plans addressing our ageing populations from the World 
Health Organization and the United Nations. Looking to the future, Pachana considers 
advancements in the provision for our ageing populations, including revolutionary models 
of nursing home care such as Green House nursing homes in the USA and Small Group 
Living homes in the Netherlands.  
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Populism is a central concept in the current media debates about 

politics and elections. However, like most political buzzwords, the term often floats from 
one meaning to another, and both social scientists and journalists use it to denote diverse 
phenomena. What is populism really? Who are the populist leaders? And what is the 
relationship between populism and democracy? This book answers these questions in a 
simple and persuasive way, offering a swift guide to populism in theory and practice.  
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Thoughts and feelings about home traditionally provided people 

of all cultures with a firm sense of where they belonged, and why. But with the world 
rapidly changing, many of our basic notions are becoming problematic. Both 
internationally and within countries, populations are constantly on the move, seeking 
better opportunities and living conditions, or an escape from violence and war. In spite of, 
or perhaps even because of these trends, ideas about home continue to shape the way 
people everywhere frame an understanding of their lives. In this Very Short Introduction 
Michael Allen Fox considers the complex meaning of home and the essential importance 
of place to human psychology. Drawing on a wide array of international examples he 
discusses what dwelling is and the variety of dwellings. Fox also looks at the politics of the 
concept of 'home', homelessness, refugeeism and migration, and the future of home, and 
argues that home remains a central organizing concept in human life. 
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In 1940 and 1941 a group of ruthless gangsters from Brooklyn's 

Brownsville neighborhood became the focus of media frenzy when they were put on trial 
for murder. Dubbed Murder Inc., by New York World-Telegram reporter Harry Feeney, it 
is estimated they collectively killed hundreds of people during a reign of terror that lasted 
from 1931-1940. The Murder, Inc. story is as much a tale of morality as it is a gangster 
history, and Murder, Inc. and the Moral Life by Robert Whalen meshes both topics clearly 
and meticulously, relating the gangster phenomenon to modern moral theory.  
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Hitler was one of the few politicians who understood that 
persuasion was everything, deployed to anchor an entire 
regime in the confections of imagery, rhetoric and 
dramaturgy. The Nazis pursued propaganda not just as a tool, 

an instrument of government, but also as the totality, the raison d'etre, the medium 
through which power itself was exercised. Moreover, Nicholas O'Shaughnessy argues, 
Hitler, not Goebbels, was the prime mover in the propaganda regime of the Third Reich - 
its editor and first author. Under the Reich everything was a propaganda medium, a 
building-block of public consciousness, from typography to communiques, to architecture, 
to weapons design. The Reich would have been unthinkable without propaganda - it 
would not have been the Reich. 
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In 1968 Egyptian novelist and political exile Waguih Ghali 
committed suicide in the London flat of his editor, friend, and 

sometime lover, Diana Athill. Ghali left behind six notebooks of diaries that for decades 
were largely inaccessible to the public. An Egyptian in the Swinging Sixties is the first 
publication of its kind of the journals, casting fascinating light on a likeable and highly 
enigmatic literary personality. Waguih Ghali (1930?-69), author of the acclaimed novel 
Beer in the Snooker Club, was a libertine, sponger, and manic depressive, but also an 
extraordinary writer, a pacifist, and a savvy political commentator. Including two 
interviews conducted by Deborah Starr, with celebrated literary editor Diana Athill, OBE, 
and with Ghali's cousin, former director of UNICEF-Geneva, Samir Basta, the Diaries bring 
together those most familiar with Ghali's life and work, and offer a fresh take on a 
distinctive author and a vibrant decade. 
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Hassan ekes out a living in his native Marrakesh as a comic 
writer and performer, through satirical sketches critical of 
Morocco's rulers. Yet, when he is suddenly conscripted into a 

losing war in the Sahara, and drafted to a far-flung desert outpost, it seems that all is lost. 
Could his estranged father, close to power as the King's private jester, have something to 
do with his sudden removal? And will he ever see his beloved wife Zinab again? With 
flowing prose and black humor, Youssef Fadel subtly tells the story of 1980s Morocco. He 
evokes a system whose brutality emanates from the top, and is felt and reproduced in the 
countless uneven power relations of the people living underneath. 
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Ahmed Otared is a Cairene police officer and trained sniper. 

When the country is invaded and occupied by a force of foreign mercenaries he joins the 
underground resistance, embarking on a new bloodthirsty career. As the violence he 
encounters and participates in intensifies, a terrifying reality, bubbling below the surface 
of 'normal' life, is revealed to him, and he finds himself in a fantasia of torture and 
torment, a hellscape from which there is no deliverance. This unflinching and grisly tale is 
made vivid through Mohammed Rabie's brutally beautiful writing. 
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Ibn Shalaby, like many Egyptians, is looking for a job. Yet, unlike 

most of his fellow citizens, he is prone to sudden dislocations in time. Armed with his 
trusty briefcase and his Islamic-calendar wristwatch, he bounces uncontrollably through 
Egypt's rich and varied past, with occasional return visits to the 1990s. Through his wild 
and whimsical adventures, he meets, befriends, and falls out with sultans, poets, and an 
assortment of celebrities-from Naguib Mahfouz to the founder of the city of Cairo. Khairy 
Shalaby's nimble story-telling brings this witty odyssey to life. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


