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A biography of America's founding father and those 
on whose land he based the nation's future. 
 
George Washington dominates the narrative of the 
nation's birth, yet American history has largely 
forgotten what he knew: that the country's fate 
depended less on grand rhetorical statements of 
independence and self-governance than on land--
Indian land. While other histories have overlooked 
the central importance of Indian power during the 
country's formative years, Colin G. Calloway here 
gives Native American leaders their due, revealing 
the relationship between the man who rose to 
become the most powerful figure in his country 
and the Native tribes whose dominion he usurped. 
In this sweeping new biography, Calloway uses the 
prism of Washington's life to bring focus to the 
great Native leaders of his time--Shingas, 
Tanaghrisson, Bloody Fellow, Joseph Brant, Red 
Jacket, Little Turtle--and the tribes they 
represented: the Iroquois Confederacy, Lenape, 
Miami, Creek, Delaware; in the process, he returns 
them to their rightful place in the story of 
America's founding. The Indian World of George 
Washington spans decades of Native American 
leaders' interaction with Washington, from his 
early days as surveyor of Indian lands, to his 
military career against both the French and the 

British, to his presidency, when he dealt with 
Native Americans as a head of state would with a 
foreign power, using every means of diplomacy and 
persuasion to fulfill the new republic's destiny by 
appropriating their land. By the end of his life, 
Washington knew more than anyone else in 
America about the frontier and its significance to 
the future of his country. The Indian World of 
George Washington offers a fresh portrait of the 
most revered American and the Native Americans 
whose story has been only partially told. Calloway's 
biography invites us to look again at the story of 
America's beginnings and see the country in a 
whole new light.  

 
Colin G. Calloway is the John 
Kimball Jr. 1943 Professor of 
History and Native American 
Studies at Dartmouth 
University. His previous books 
include A Scratch of the Pen 
and A Victory with No Name. 
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The first truly global narrative account of the 
maritime history of World War II. 
 
Author of Lincoln and His Admirals (winner of the 
Lincoln Prize), The Battle of Midway (Best Book of 
the Year, Military History Quarterly), and Operation 
Neptune (winner of the Samuel Eliot Morison 
Award for Naval Literature), Craig L. Symonds ranks 
among the country's finest naval historians. World 
War II at Sea is a narrative of the entire war and all 
of its belligerents, on all of the world's oceans and 
seas between 1939 and 1945. Here are the major 
engagements and their interconnections: the U-
boat attack on Scapa Flow and the Battle of the 
Atlantic; the miracle evacuation from Dunkirk and 
the scuttling of the French Navy; the pitched 
battles for control of Norway fjords and Mussolini's 
Regia Marina; the rise of the Kidö Butai and Pearl 
Harbor; the landings in North Africa and New 
Guinea, then on Normandy and Iwo Jima. Symonds 
offers indelible portraits of the great naval leaders-
-FDR and Churchill (self-proclaimed Navy men), Karl 
Dönitz, François Darlan, Ernest King, Isoroku 
Yamamoto, Louis Mountbatten, and William 
Halsey--while acknowledging the countless seamen 
and officers of all nationalities whose lives were 
lost during the greatest naval conflicts ever fought. 
World War II at Sea is history on a truly epic scale.  
 

Craig L. Symonds is the Ernest J. 
King Distinguished Professor of 
Maritime History at the U.S. Naval 
War College and also Professor 
Emeritus at the U.S. Naval 
Academy, where he taught for 
thirty years.  
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In The Third Revolution, eminent China scholar 
Elizabeth Economy provides an incisive look at the 
world's most populous country. Inheriting a China 
burdened with slowing economic growth, rampant 
corruption, choking pollution, and a failing social 
welfare system, President Xi has reversed course, 
rejecting the liberalizing reforms of his 
predecessors. At home, the Chinese leadership has 
reasserted the role of the state into society and 
enhanced Party and state control. Beyond its 
borders, Beijing has recast itself as a great power 
and has maneuvered itself to be an arbiter--not 
just a player--on the world stage. Through an 
exploration of Xi Jinping's efforts to address top 
policy priorities--fighting corruption, controlling the 
internet, reforming state-owned enterprises, 
improving the country's innovation capacity, 
reducing the country's air pollution, and elevating 
its presence on the global stage--Economy 
identifies the tensions, shortcomings, and 
successes of Xi's first five years in office.  
 

Elizabeth C. Economy is the 
C.V. Starr Senior Fellow and 
Director of Asia Studies at the 
Council on Foreign Relations. 
An expert on Chinese domestic 
and foreign policy, her most 
recent book, with Michael Levi, 

is By All Means Necessary: How China's Resource 
Quest is Changing the World. 
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Drawing on interviews, official records, private 
archives, and his own family history, Jason M. 
Colby tells the exhilarating and often heartbreaking 
story of how people came to love the ocean's 
greatest predator. Historically reviled as dangerous 
pests, killer whales were dying by the hundreds, 
even thousands, by the 1950s--the victims of 
whalers, fishermen, and even the US military. In 
the Pacific Northwest, fishermen shot them, 
scientists harpooned them, and the Canadian 
government mounted a machine gun to eliminate 
them. But that all changed in 1965, when Seattle 
entrepreneur Ted Griffin became the first person 
to swim and perform with a captive killer whale. 
The show proved wildly popular, and he began 
capturing and selling others, including Sea World's 
first Shamu. Orca is the definitive history of how 
the feared and despised killer became the beloved 
orca--and what that has meant for our relationship 
with the ocean and its creatures.  
 

Jason M. Colby is an 
environmental and international 
historian at the University of 
Victoria. Born in Victoria, British 
Columbia, and raised in the 
Seattle area, he worked as a 
commercial fisherman in Alaska 
and Washington State. He is the 

author of The Business of Empire: United Fruit, 
Race, and US Expansion in Central America. 
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Many extraordinary 
female scientists, 

doctors, and engineers tasted independence and 
responsibility for the first time during the First 
World War. How did this happen? Patricia Fara 
reveals how suffragists including Virginia Woolf's 
sister, Ray Strachey, had already aligned 
themselves with scientific and technological 
progress, and that during the dark years of war 
they mobilized women to enter conventionally 
male domains such as science and medicine. Fara 
tells the stories of women including mental health 
pioneer Isabel Emslie, chemist Martha Whiteley, a 
co-inventor of tear gas, and botanist Helen Gwynne 
Vaughan. Women were carrying out vital research 
in many aspects of science, but could it last? Fara 
examines how the bravery of these pioneers, 
temporarily allowed into a closed world before the 
door slammed shut again, paved the way for 
today's women scientists.  
 
Patricia Fara lectures in the history of science at 

Cambridge University, where 
she is a Fellow of Clare College. 
She is the President of the 
British Society for the History of 
Science (2016-18) and her prize-
winning book, Science: A Four 
Thousand Year History (OUP, 

2009), has been translated into nine languages.  
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Paris à Table: 1846 is an 
essential text in the 

history of gastronomy, along with Brillat-Savarin's 
The Physiology of Taste and Dumas's Dictionary of 
Cuisine. Its author, Eugène Briffault, was well-
known in his day as a theater critic and chronicler 
of contemporary Paris, but also as a bon-vivant, 
celebrated for his ability to quaff a bell jar full of 
champagne in a single draft and well-qualified to 
write authoritatively about the culinary culture of 
Paris. Focusing on the manners and customs of the 
dining scene, Briffault takes readers from the 
opulence of a meal at the Rothschilds' through 
every social stratum down to the student on the 
Left Bank and the laborer eating on the streets. He 
surveys the restaurants of the previous generation 
and his own--from the most elegant to the lowest 
dive--along with the eating habits of the 
bourgeoisie, the importance and variety of 
banquets, the institutional meal, and even the 
plight of people who do not dine, artists and 
intellectuals who fell on hungry times. He records 
the specialties, the décor, the patrons, and the 
restaurateurs and their waiters. A fine storyteller, 
Briffault collected culinary anecdotes, from the 
tantrums of a king deprived of his spinach to the 
tragedy of the friendliest pig that was ever seen. 
The volume includes the humorous drawings of the 
caricaturist Bertall that cleverly reinforce the witty 
and ironic tone of the text.  
 
Eugène Briffault (1799-1854) was an editor, 
journalist, theater critic, and man of letters. As a 
chronicler of contemporary Paris, he contributed to 
many anthologies and periodicals of his day and 
was an acquaintance of many of the important 
literary figures of the time.  
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At age thirty in 1919, Adolf Hitler had no 
accomplishments. He was a rootless loner, a 
corporal in a shattered army, without money or 
prospects. A little more than twenty years later, in 
autumn 1941, he directed his dynamic forces 
against the Soviet Union, and in December, the 
Germans were at the gates of Moscow and 
Leningrad. At that moment, Hitler appeared--
however briefly--to be the most powerful ruler on 
the planet. Given this dramatic turn of events, it is 
little wonder that since 1945 generations of 
historians keep trying to explain how it all 
happened. This richly illustrated history provides a 
readable and fresh approach to the complex 
history of the Third Reich, from the coming to 
power of the Nazis in 1933 to the final collapse in 
1945. Using photographs, paintings, propaganda 
images, and a host of other such materials from a 
wide range of sources, including official 
documents, cinema, and the photography of 
contemporary amateurs, foreigners, and the Allied 
armies, it distills our ideas about the period and 
provides a balanced and accessible account of the 
whole era.  
 

Robert Gellately is Earl Ray Beck 
Professor of History at Florida 
State University. His publications 
include the widely acclaimed 
Lenin, Stalin, and Hitler: The Age 
of Social Catastrophe and 

Backing Hitler: Consent and Coercion in Nazi 
Germany, 1933-1945. 
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T. E. Lawrence became world-famous as Lawrence 
of Arabia, after helping Sherif Hussein of Mecca 
gain independence from Turkey during the Arab 
Revolt of 1916-18. His achievements, however, 
would have been impossible without the unsung 
efforts of a forgotten band of fellow officers and 
spies. This groundbreaking account by Philip 
Walker interweaves the compelling stories of 
Colonel Cyril Wilson and a colourful supporting cast 
with the narrative of Lawrence and the desert 
campaign. These men's lost tales provide a 
remarkable and fresh perspective on Lawrence and 
the Arab Revolt. While Lawrence and others blew 
up trains in the desert, Wilson and his men carried 
out their shadowy intelligence and diplomatic 
work. His deputies rooted out anti-British soldiers 
who were trying to sabotage the revolt. 
Meanwhile, Lieutenant Lionel Gray, a cipher 
officer, provided a gateway into unknown aspects 
of the revolt through his previously unpublished 
photographs and eyewitness writings. Wilson's 
crucial influence underpinned all these missions 
and steadied the revolt on a number of occasions 
when it could have collapsed. Without Wilson and 
his circle there would have been no Lawrence of 
Arabia. Wilson's band mostly fell through the 
cracks of history into obscurity. Behind the 
Lawrence Legend reveals their vital impact and 
puts Lawrence's efforts into context, and helping to 
set the record straight for one of the most 
beguiling and iconic characters of the twentieth 
century.  
 
Philip Walker is a retired archaeologist and 
historian who spent many years as an Inspector of 
Ancient Monuments with English Heritage.  
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In The American Military: 
A Concise History, Joseph 

T. Glatthaar explores this relationship from its 
origins in the thirteen colonies to today's ongoing 
conflicts in the Middle East. During the 
Revolutionary War, tension grew between local 
militias and a standing army. The Founding Fathers 
attempted to strike a balance, enshrining an army, 
navy, and a well-regulated Militia in the 
Constitution. The US soon witnessed the rise of a 
professional military, a boon to its successes in the 
War of 1812, the Mexican War, and the Civil War. 
However, after the Civil War, the US soon learned 
that the purpose of a peacetime army is to prepare 
for war. When war did arrive, it arrived with a 
vengeance, gutting the trenches of the Great War 
with effective innovations: tanks, planes, machine 
guns, and poison gas. The US embraced the 
technology that would win both world wars and 
change the nature of battle in the Second World 
War. The nuclear era brought encounters defined 
by stalemate--from the Cold War conflicts of Korea 
and Vietnam to the the wars in Afghanistan and 
Iraq. Since 9/11, the US has been frustrated by 
unconventional warfare, including terrorism and 
cyberwar, largely negating the technological 
advantage it had held. Glatthaar examines all these 
challenges, looking to the future of the U.S. military 
and its often proud and complicated legacy.  
 

Joseph T. Glatthaar is 
Stephenson Distinguished 
Professor of History at the 
University of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill and is the author of 
eight books. 
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The era known as 

Reconstruction is one of the unhappiest times in 
American history. It succeeded in reuniting the 
nation politically after the Civil War but in little 
else. Conflict shifted from the battlefield to the 
Capitol as Congress warred with President Andrew 
Johnson over just what to do with the South. 
Johnson's plan of Presidential Reconstruction, 
which was sympathetic to the former Confederacy 
and allowed repressive measures such as the black 
codes, would ultimately lead to his impeachment 
and the institution of Radical Reconstruction. In 
this concise history, award-winning historian Allen 
C. Guelzo delves into the constitutional, political, 
and social issues behind Reconstruction to provide 
a lucid and original account of a historical moment 
that left an indelible mark on the American social 
fabric.  
 

Allen C. Guelzo is Henry R. 
Luce Professor of the Civil War 
Era and Director of Civil War 
Era Studies at Gettysburg 
College. Three-time winner of 
the Lincoln Prize, he is the 
author of Abraham Lincoln: 
Redeemer President, Lincoln's 
Emancipation Proclamation: 

The End of Slavery in America, Lincoln: A Very Short 
Introduction, Fateful Lightning: A New History of 
the Civil War and Reconstruction, and Gettysburg: 
The Last Invasion, which won the Guggenheim-
Lehrman Prize in Military History. 
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Witty, inspiring, and 
charismatic, Oscar 

Wilde is one of the Greats of English literature. 
Today, his plays and stories are beloved around the 
world. But it was not always so. His afterlife has 
given him the legitimacy that life denied him. 
Making Oscar Wilde reveals the untold story of 
young Oscar's career in Victorian England and post-
Civil War America. This ground-breaking revisionist 
history shows how Wilde's tumultuous early life 
embodies the story of the Victorian era as it 
tottered towards modernity. Riveting and original, 
Making Oscar Wilde is a masterful account of a life 
like no other.  
 

Michele Mendelssohn is a 
literary critic and cultural 
historian. She is Associate 
Professor of English 
Literature at Oxford 
University. She earned her 
doctorate from Cambridge 
University and was a 

Fulbright Scholar at Harvard University. Her 
previous books include Henry James, Oscar Wilde, 
and Aesthetic Culture and two co-edited 
collections of literary criticism, Alan Hollinghurst 
and Late Victorian Into Modern (shortlisted for the 
2017 Modernist Studies Association Book Prize). 
She has published in The New York Times, The 
Guardian, African American Review, Journal of 
American Studies, Nineteenth Century Literature, 
and Victorian Literature and Culture. 
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The greatest enterprise of its kind in history, was 
the verdict of British prime minister Stanley 
Baldwin in June 1928 when The Oxford English 
Dictionary was finally published. With its 15,490 
pages and nearly two million quotations, it was 
indeed a monumental achievement, gleaned from 
the efforts of hundreds of ordinary and 
extraordinary people who made it their mission to 
catalogue the English language in its entirety. In 
The Meaning of Everything, Simon Winchester 
celebrates this remarkable feat, and the fascinating 
characters who played such a vital part in its 
execution, from the colourful Frederick Furnivall, 
cheerful promoter of an all-female sculling crew, to 
James Murray, self-educated son of a draper, who 
spent half a century guiding the project towards 
fruition. Along the way we learn which dictionary 
editor became the inspiration for Kenneth 
Grahame's Ratty in The Wind in the Willows, and 
why Tolkien found it so hard to define walrus. 
Written by the bestselling author of The Surgeon of 
Crowthorne and The Map That Changed the World, 
The Meaning of Everything is an enthralling 
account of the creation of the world's greatest 
dictionary.  
 

Simon Winchester, OBE, is a 
British writer, journalist, and 
broadcaster. As a journalist he 
covered major events, including 
Bloody Sunday and the 
Watergate Scandal. He is the 
author of Atlantic: A Vast Ocean 
of a Million Stories, The 
Professor and the Madman, The 

Map that Changed the World, and A Crack in the 
Edge of the World, all of which have been New 
York Times bestsellers. 
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Truth is not just a recent 
topic of contention. 
Arguments about it have 

gone on for centuries. Why is the truth important? 
Who decides what the truth is? Is there such a 
thing as objective, eternal truth, or is truth simply a 
matter of perspective, of linguistic or cultural 
vantage point? In this concise book Simon 
Blackburn provides an accessible explanation of 
what truth is and how we might think about it. The 
first half of the book details several main 
approaches to how we should think about, and 
decide, what is true. These are philosophical 
theories of truth such as the correspondence 
theory, the coherence theory, deflationism, and 
others. He then examines how those approaches 
relate to truth in several contentious domains: art, 
ethics, reasoning, religion, and the interpretation 
of texts. Blackburn's overall message is that truth is 
often best thought of not as a product or an end 
point that is 'finally' achieved, but--as the American 
pragmatist thinkers thought of it--as an ongoing 
process of inquiry. The result is an accessible and 
tour through some of the deepest and thorniest 
questions philosophy has ever tackled  
 
Simon Blackburn was previously the Bertrand 
Russell Professor of Philosophy at the University of 
Cambridge. He is currently a Fellow of Trinity 

College, Cambridge and also 
Professor of Philosophy at UNC 
Chapel Hill. His previous works 
include Think: A Compelling 
Introduction to Philosophy and 

Practical Tortoise Raising and other Philosophical 
Essays. 
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Our personal and political worlds are rife with 
arguments and disagreements, some of them petty 
and vitriolic. The inability to compromise and 
understand the opposition is epidemic today, from 
countries refusing to negotiate, to politicians 
pandering to their base. Social media has produced 
a virulent world where extreme positions 
dominate. There is much demonization of the 
other side, very little progress is made, and the end 
result is further widening of positions. How did this 
happen, and what might be done to address it? 
Walter Sinnott-Armstrong says there is such a thing 
as a good argument: Reasonable arguments can 
create more mutual understanding and respect, 
and even if neither party is convinced by the other, 
compromise is still possible. Think Again shows the 
importance of good arguments and reveals 
common misunderstandings. In clear, lively, and 
practical prose, and with plentiful examples from 
politics, popular culture, and everyday life, Sinnott-
Armstrong explains what defines an argument, 
identifies the components of good arguments as 
well as fallacies to avoid, and demonstrates what 
good arguments can accomplish. Armed with these 
tools, readers will be able to spot bad reasoning 
and bad arguments, and to advance their own 
views in a forceful yet logical way. These skills 
could even help repair our tattered civic culture.  
 
Walter Sinnott-Armstrong is Chauncey Stillman 

Professor of Practical 
Ethics in the Department 
of Philosophy and the 
Kenan Institute for 
Ethics, Duke University. 
He is co-instructor of the 

Coursera online course Think Again. 

Mafia Life: Love, Death, 
and Money at the Heart of 
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The Japanese Yakuza. The Chinese Triads. The 
Sicilian Cosa Nostra. The Calabrian N'Drangheta. 
The New York Mafia. The Russian Vory -v -Vakone. 
Today, mafias operate across the globe, with 
hundreds of thousands of members and billions of 
dollars in revenue. From Hong Kong to New York, 
these vast organizations spread their tentacles into 
politics, finance and everyday life. But what is it like 
to belong to the Mafia? How do you join? What 
does it do to your loved ones? How do you make it 
to the top? And what happens if you break the 
rules? Criminologist Federico Varese draws on a 
lifetime's research to give us access to some of the 
world's most secretive societies. Mixing reportage 
with case studies and historical insights, this is the 
story of mafia as it really is: filled with boredom 
and drama, death and disaster, ambition and 
betrayal. Infiltrating initiation ceremonies from 
Russia to England, visiting exclusive gambling clubs 
in Macau and Mafia summits in Dubai luxury 
hotels, Varese builds up a unique picture of life in 
the mafia from the inside.  
 

Federico Varese is 
Professor of Criminology 
at the University of 
Oxford. He is the author of 
Mafias on the Move: How 
Organized Crime Conquers 
New Territories. 
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In this engaging and mind-stretching account, 
Vlatko Vedral considers some of the deepest 
questions about the Universe and considers the 
implications of interpreting it in terms of 
information. He explains the nature of information, 
the idea of entropy, and the roots of this thinking 
in thermodynamics. He describes the bizarre 
effects of quantum behaviour -- effects such as 
'entanglement', which Einstein called 'spooky 
action at a distance', and explores cutting edge 
work on harnessing quantum effects in hyperfast 
quantum computers, and how recent evidence 
suggests that the weirdness of the quantum world, 
once thought limited to the tiniest scales, may 
reach into the macro world. Vedral finishes by 
considering the answer to the ultimate question: 
where did all of the information in the Universe 
come from? The answers he considers are 
exhilarating, drawing upon the work of 
distinguished physicist John Wheeler. The ideas 
challenge our concept of the nature of particles, of 
time, of determinism, and of reality itself. This 
edition includes a new foreword from the author, 
reflecting on changes in the world of quantum 
information since first publication.  
 

Vlatko Vedral studied 
undergraduate theoretical 
physics at Imperial College 
London, where he also 
received a PhD for his work 
on 'Quantum Information 

Theory of Entanglement'. Since June 2009, Vedral 
has held the position of Professor of Quantum 
Information Science at the University of Oxford. He 
also holds a professorship in Physics at the National 
University of Singapore.  

Nobody's Girl Friday: 
The Women Who Ran 
Hollywood 
Smyth, J. E. 
Oxford University Press 
9780190840822 
328 pages 
hardcover 
$29.95  
Publish Date: 4/2/2018 
catalog page: 46 
 
Looking back on her 

career in 1977, Bette Davis remembered with 
pride, Women owned Hollywood for twenty years. 
She had a point. Between 1930 and 1950, over 40% 
of film industry employees were women, 25% of all 
screenwriters were female, one woman ran MGM 
behind the scenes, over a dozen women worked as 
producers, a woman headed the Screen Writers 
Guild three times, and press claimed Hollywood 
was a generation or two ahead of the rest of the 
country in terms of gender equality and 
employment. The first comprehensive history of 
Hollywood's high-flying career women during the 
studio era, Nobody's Girl Friday covers the impact 
of the executives, producers, editors, writers, 
agents, designers, directors, and actresses who 
shaped Hollywood film production and style, led 
their unions, climbed to the top during the war, 
and fought the blacklist. Based on a decade of 
archival research, author J.E. Smyth uncovers a 
formidable generation working within the 
American film industry and brings their voices back 
into the history of Hollywood.    
 

J. E. Smyth is Professor of 
History at the University of 
Warwick and author or editor 
of Reconstructing American 
Historical Cinema from 
Cimarron to Citizen Kane 
(2006), Edna Ferber's 
Hollywood (2009), Hollywood 
and the American Historical 
Film (ed., 2012), Fred 
Zinnemann and the Cinema 

of Resistance (2015), and the BFI classics 
monograph on From Here to Eternity (2015). 
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In the devastating aftermath of Martin Luther 
King's assassination, a community already plagued 
by poor living conditions, unfair policing, and 
segregation broke into chaos. These riots brought 
well-documented tragedy and heartbreak--not only 
among the families of those who lost their lives but 
also among those who lost their homes, 
possessions, jobs, and businesses. There was anger, 
fear, and anxiety throughout the city of 
Washington, DC, from the White House to the 
residential neighborhoods of the capital. There was 
an excruciating dilemma for President Lyndon 
Johnson. He was outraged by the violence in the 
streets, but he also keenly aware that African 
American citizens who joined the riots had 
legitimate grievances that his civil rights initiatives 
did little to address. J. Samuel Walker's Most of 
14th Street is Gone takes an in-depth look at the 
causes and consequences of the Washington, DC 
riots of 1968. Walker's timely and sensitive 
examination of a community, a city, and a country 
rocked by racial tension, violence, and frustration 
speaks not only to this nation's past but to its 
present.  
 

J. Samuel Walker is a prize-
winning historian who has 
published books on topics that 
include President Truman and 
the use of the atomic bomb, the 
Three Mile Island nuclear 
accident, and the creation of 
March Madness. 
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In 1988 The 
Mathematical 

Intelligencer, a quarterly mathematics journal, 
carried out a poll to find the most beautiful 
theorem in mathematics. Twenty-four theorems 
were listed and readers were invited to award each 
a 'score for beauty'. While there were many worthy 
competitors, the winner was 'Euler's equation'. 
What is it that makes Euler's identity, e]iPi + 1 = 0, 
so special? In Euler's Pioneering Equation Robin 
Wilson shows how this simple, elegant, and 
profound formula links together perhaps the five 
most important numbers in mathematics, each 
associated with a story in themselves: the number 
1, the basis of our counting system; the concept of 
zero, which was a major development in 
mathematics, and opened up the idea of negative 
numbers; *p an irrational number, the basis for the 
measurement of circles; the exponential e, 
associated with exponential growth and 
logarithms; and the imaginary number i, the square 
root of -1, the basis of complex numbers. Following 
a chapter on each of the elements, Robin Wilson 
discusses how the startling relationship between 
them was established, including the several near 
misses to the discovery of the formula.  
 

Robin Wilson was formerly 
Professor of Mathematics at the 
Open University and was 
Gresham Professor of 
Geometry. He is currently 
President of the British Society 
for the History of Mathematics, 
and has written and edited over 

forty books. 
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Food trucks 
announcing halal 
proliferate in many 

urban areas but how many non-Muslims know 
what this means, other than cheap lunch? Middle 
Eastern historians Febe Armanios and Bogaç 
Ergene provide an accessible introduction to halal 
(permissible) food in the Islamic tradition, exploring 
what halal food means to Muslims and how its 
legal and cultural interpretations have changed in 
different geographies up to the present day. 
Historically, Muslims used food to define their 
identities in relation to co-believers and non-
Muslims. Food taboos are rooted in the Quran and 
prophetic customs, as well as writings from various 
periods and geographical settings. As in Judaism 
and among certain Christian sects, Islamic food 
traditions make distinctions between clean and 
impure, and dietary choices and food preparation 
reflect how believers think about broader issues. 
Covering practices from the Middle East and North 
Africa to South Asia, Europe, and North America, 
this timely book is for anyone curious about the 
history of halal food and its place in the modern 
world.  
 

Febe Armanios is Associate 
Professor of History at 
Middlebury College and 
the author of Coptic 
Christianity in Ottoman 
Egypt (OUP, 2011). Bogaç 

Ergene is Professor of History at the University of 
Vermont. He is the author of Local Court, Provincial 
Society and Justice in the Ottoman Empire and co-
author of The Economics of Ottoman Justice. 
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Historians agree: the diary of Léon Werth (1878-
1955) is one of the most precious--and readable--
pieces of testimony ever written about life in 
France under Nazi occupation and the Vichy 
regime. Werth was a free-spirited and 
unclassifiable writer. He is the author of eleven 
novels, art and dance criticism, acerbic political 
reporting, and memorable personal essays. He was 
Jewish, and left Paris in June 1940 to hide out in his 
wife's country house in Saint-Amour, a small village 
in the Jura Mountains. His short memoir 33 Days 
recounts his struggle to get there. Deposition tells 
of daily life in the village, on nearby farms and 
towns, and finally back in Paris, where he draws 
the portrait of a Resistance network in his 
apartment and writes an eyewitness report of the 
insurrection that freed the city in August, 1944.  
 

Léon Werth (1878-
1955) was a 
prominent French-
Jewish writer, art 
critic, and close 
friend to Antoine de 

Saint-Exupéry. A well-known commentator on 
French society during both World Wars, Werth 
spent the years of the Second World War in hiding 
from the Nazis, composing Déposition. David Ball is 
Professor Emeritus of French and Comparative 
Literature at Smith College. His translations include 
a Henri Michaux anthology that won the MLA's 
prize for literary translation, and Diary of the Dark 
Years, 1940-1944, winner of the French-American 
Foundation Translation Prize for Nonfiction. 
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Everyone wants to live a meaningful life. But long 
before our own day of self-help books offering 
twelve-step programs to attain happiness, the 
philosophers of ancient Greece explored the riddle 
of what makes a life worth living, producing a wide 
variety of ideas and examples to follow. This 
tradition was recast by Diogenes Laertius into an 
anthology, a grab bag of maxims and anecdotes 
that generations of Western readers have happily 
consulted for entertainment as well as edification, 
ever since the Lives of the Eminent Philosophers, 
first compiled in the third century AD, came to 
prominence in Renaissance Italy. To this day, it 
remains a crucial source for much what we know 
about the origins of philosophy in Greece, covering 
a larger number of figures and a longer period of 
time than any other ancient source. This new 
edition of the Lives of the Eminent Philosophers, in 
a faithful and fluent translation by Pamela Mensch, 
is the first rendering of the complete text into 
English in nearly a century.  
 
Diogenes Laërtius (3rd century AD) was a 
biographer of the Greek philosophers. Nothing is 
definitively known about his life, but his surviving 
Lives and Opinions of Eminent Philosophers is a 
principal source for the history of Greek 
philosophy. Pamela Mensch is a translator of 
ancient Greek whose works include The Landmark 
Arrian: The Campaigns of Alexander, Herodotus' 
Histories, and Plutarch's The Age of Caesar: Five 
Roman Lives. James Miller is Professor of Liberal 
Studies and Politics and Faculty Director of Creative 
Publishing & Critical Journalism at the New School 
for Social Research.  
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Initially published in 2013, Ian Haney-Lopez's Dog 
Whistle Politics offers a sweeping account of how 
politicians and plutocrats deploy veiled racial 
appeals to persuade white voters to support 
policies that favor the extremely rich yet threaten 
their own interests. As he shows, such appeals 
generate middle-class enthusiasm for political 
candidates who promise to crack down on crime, 
curb undocumented immigration, and protect 
against Islamic infiltration, but ultimately vote in 
favor of corporations and the rich. Rejecting any 
simple story of malevolent and obvious racism, 
Haney-López links the two central themes that 
dominate American politics today: the decline of 
the middle class and the Republican Party's 
increasing reliance on white voters. The book has 
proven to be remarkably prescient. Donald Trump's 
2016 campaign was built almost entirely around 
dog whistle politics, and he won the presidency 
because of it. This new edition of Dog Whistle 
Politics updates the book by a substantial new 
chapter on Trump that examines his appeal and 
places his campaign in the historical context that 
the first edition of Dog Whistle Politics so 
perceptively uncovered.  
 
Ian Haney López is the John H. Boalt Professor of 
Law at the University of California, Berkeley. An 
incisive voice on race and identity since the 
publication of his path-breaking book White by Law 
(1996), he remains at the forefront of 
conversations about racial politics in modern 
America. He has been a visiting professor at both 
Yale and Harvard Law Schools. 
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The 2016 presidential election was unlike any other 
in recent memory, and Donald Trump was an 
entirely different kind of candidate than voters 
were used to seeing. He was the first true outsider 
to win the White House in over a century and the 
wealthiest populist in American history. Democrats 
and Republicans alike were left scratching their 
heads-how did this happen? In American 
Discontent, John L. Campbell contextualizes Donald 
Trump's success by focusing on the long-
developing economic, racial, ideological, and 
political shifts that enabled Trump to win the White 
House. Campbell argues that Trump's rise to power 
was the culmination of a half-century of deep, 
slow-moving change in America, beginning with the 
decline of the Golden Age of prosperity that 
followed the Second World War. The worsening 
economic anxieties of many Americans reached a 
tipping point when the 2008 financial crisis and 
Barack Obama's election, as the first African 
American president, finally precipitated the worst 
political gridlock in generations. Grounded in the 
underlying economic and political changes in 
America that stretch back decades, American 
Discontent provides a short, accessible, and 
nonpartisan explanation of Trump's rise to power.  
 

John L. Campbell is Class of 1925 
Professor in the Department of 
Sociology at Dartmouth College 
and Professor of Political Economy 
in the Department of Business and 
Politics at the Copenhagen 
Business School.  
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Humans are existential 

animals. We are all fully aware of our fragility, 
transience, and potential cosmic insignificance. Our 
ability to ponder the big questions about death and 
meaning and the anxiety that these questions can 
provoke have motivated us to be a species not only 
concerned about survival, but also about our 
significance. The quest for transcendent meaning is 
one reason why humans embrace the 
supernatural. Children naturally see the world as 
magical, yet when humans reach full cognitive 
development they are still drawn to supernatural 
beliefs and ideas that defy the laws of physics. Even 
those who consider themselves secular or atheists 
are seduced by supernatural belief systems. Clay 
Routledge, an experimental psychologist, asserts 
that belief or trust in forces beyond our 
understanding is rooted in our fear of death and 
need for meaning. In Supernatural: Death, 
Meaning, and the Power of the Invisible World, he 
reveals just how universal supernatural thinking is, 
and how this kind of thinking is adaptive and even 
healthy.  
 

Clay Routledge is a professor 
and psychological scientist at 
North Dakota State University 
who studies human 
motivation. Much of his work 
focuses on how people 
grapple with existential 
questions and fear about 

death and meaning. He regularly publishes his work 
in academic journals and writes for the public on a 
range of topics related to psychology, academia, 
and broader social issues. 
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British leaders use spies and Special Forces to 
interfere in the affairs of others discreetly and 
deniably. Since 1945, MI6 has spread 
misinformation designed to divide and discredit 
targets from the Middle East to Eastern Europe and 
Northern Ireland. It has instigated whispering 
campaigns and planted false evidence on officials 
working behind the Iron Curtain, tried to ferment 
revolution in Albania, blown up ships to prevent 
the passage of refugees to Israel, and secretly 
funnelled aid to insurgents in Afghanistan and 
dissidents in Poland. MI6 has launched cultural and 
economic warfare against Iceland and 
Czechoslovakia. It has tried to instigate coups in 
Congo, Egypt, Syria, Saudi Arabia, Iran, and 
elsewhere. Through bribery and blackmail, Britain 
has rigged elections as colonies moved to 
independence. Britain has fought secret wars in 
Yemen, Indonesia, and Oman--and discreetly used 
Special Forces to eliminate enemies from colonial 
Malaya to Libya during the Arab Spring. In Disrupt 
and Deny, Rory Cormac tells the remarkable true 
story of Britain's secret scheming against its 
enemies, as well as its friends.  
 

Dr Rory Cormac is an Associate 
Professor of International 
Relations at the University of 
Nottingham. A Fellow of the Royal 
Historical Society and a leading 
expert among a new generation 
of intelligence historians, he 

specialises in British covert operations and the 
secret pursuit of foreign policy. He has published 
widely on intelligence and security issues and 
regularly appears on radio and television.  
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Birds pervaded the 
ancient world, impressing 

their physical presence on the daily experience and 
imaginations of ordinary people and figuring 
prominently in literature and art. They provided a 
fertile source of symbols and stories in myths and 
folklore and were central to the ancient rituals of 
augury and divination. Jeremy Mynott's Birds in the 
Ancient World illustrates the many different roles 
birds played in culture: as indicators of time, 
weather and the seasons; as a resource for 
hunting, eating, medicine and farming; as domestic 
pets and entertainments; and as omens and 
intermediaries between the gods and humankind. 
We learn how birds were perceived - through 
quotations from well over a hundred classical 
Greek and Roman authors, all of them translated 
freshly into English, through nearly 100 illustrations 
from ancient wall-paintings, pottery and mosaics, 
and through selections from early scientific 
writings, and many anecdotes and descriptions 
from works of history, geography and travel. 
Jeremy Mynott acts as a stimulating guide to this 
rich and fascinating material, using birds as a prism 
through which to explore both the similarities and 
the often surprising differences between ancient 
conceptions of the natural world and our own.  
 

Jeremy Mynott is the author of 
Birdscapes: Birds in Our 
Imagination and Experience 
(2009), a book exploring the 
variety of human responses to 
birds, described by The 
Guardian as “the finest book 
ever written about why we 
watch birds.” 
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Shortly after a dismembered torso was discovered 
by a pond outside Philadelphia in 1887, 
investigators homed in on two suspects: Hannah 
Mary Tabbs, a married, working-class, black 
woman, and George Wilson, a former neighbor 
whom Tabbs implicated after her arrest. As details 
surrounding the shocking case emerged, both the 
crime and ensuing trial--which spanned several 
months--were featured in the national press. The 
trial brought otherwise taboo subjects such as illicit 
sex, adultery, and domestic violence in the black 
community to public attention. At the same time, 
the mixed race of the victim and one of his 
assailants exacerbated anxieties over the purity of 
whiteness in the post-Reconstruction era. In 
Hannah Mary Tabbs and the Disembodied Torso, 
historian Kali Nicole Gross uses detectives' notes, 
trial and prison records, local newspapers, and 
other archival documents to reconstruct this 
ghastly whodunit crime in all its scandalous detail. 
In doing so, she gives the crime context by 
analyzing it against broader evidence of police 
treatment of black suspects and violence within the 
black community.  
 

Kali Nicole Gross is Professor 
of African American Studies at 
Wesleyan University. She is 
also the author of Colored 
Amazons: Crime, Violence, 
and Black Women in the City 
of Brotherly Love, 1880-1910. 

Her work has been featured on NPR and in The 
Washington Post, Jet, and Ebony. 
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NEW IN PAPERBACK.  
 
Ancient Greece first 

coined the concept of democracy, yet almost every 
major ancient Greek thinker-from Plato and 
Aristotle onwards- was ambivalent towards or even 
hostile to democracy in any form. The explanation 
for this is quite simple: the elite perceived majority 
power as tantamount to a dictatorship of the 
proletariat. In ancient Greece there can be traced 
not only the rudiments of modern democratic 
society but the entire Western tradition of anti-
democratic thought. In Democracy, Paul Cartledge 
provides a detailed history of this ancient political 
system. Authoritative and accessible, Cartledge's 
book will be regarded as the best account of 
ancient democracy and its long afterlife for many 
years to come.  
 

Paul Cartledge is A.G. Leventis 
Professor of Greek Culture 
Emeritus at the University of 
Cambridge. He is an honorary 
citizen of modern Sparta and 
holds the Gold Cross of the 
Order of Honor awarded by the 
President of Greece. His 
previous books include The 

Cambridge Illustrated History of Ancient Greece 
(Cambridge, 1997, 2002), The Spartans (Random 
House, 2004), Alexander the Great (Random 
House, 2005), Thermopylae (Random House, 2007), 
Ancient Greece (OUP, 2009), and After 
Thermopylae: The Oath of Plataea and the End of 
the Graeco-Persian Wars (OUP, 2013). 
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The crisis of the progressive movement is so 
evident that nothing less than a fundamental 
rethinking of its basic assumptions is required. 
Today's progressives now work for professional 
organizations more comfortable with the inside 
game in Washington DC (and capitols throughout 
the West), where they are outmatched and 
outspent by corporate interests. Labor unions now 
focus on the narrowest possible understanding of 
the interests of their members, and membership 
continues to decline in lockstep with the narrowing 
of their goals. Meanwhile, promising movements 
like Occupy Wall Street and Black Lives Matter lack 
sufficient power to accomplish meaningful change. 
Why do progressives in the United States keep 
losing on so many issues? In No Shortcuts, Jane 
McAlevey argues that progressives can win, but 
lack the organized power to enact significant 
change, to outlast their bosses in labor fights, and 
to hold elected leaders accountable. She ultimately 
concludes that, in order to win, progressive 
movements need strong unions built from bottom-
up organizing strategies that place the power for 
change in the hands of workers and ordinary 
people at the community level.  
 

Jane F. McAlevey is a Post 
Doctoral Fellow in the Labor and 
Worklife Program at Harvard 
Law School. A longtime organizer 
in the environmental and labor 
movements, she is the author of 

Raising Expectations (and Raising Hell): My Decade 
Fighting for the Labor Movement (Verso). 
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Since its coinage in mid-19th century Germany, 
Realpolitik has proven both elusive and protean. To 
some, it represents the best approach to 
meaningful change and political stability in a world 
buffeted by uncertainty and rapid transformation. 
To others, it encapsulates an attitude of cynicism 
and cold calculation, a transparently self-justifying 
policy exercised by dominant nations over weaker. 
Remolded across generations and presupposed to 
its political and ideological moment, Realpolitik 
remains a touchstone for discussion about 
statecraft and diplomacy. It is a freighted concept. 
Historian John Bew explores the genesis of 
Realpolitik, tracing its longstanding and enduring 
relevance in political and foreign policy debates. 
Bew's book uncovers the context that gave birth to 
Realpolitik--that of the fervor of radical change in 
1848 in Europe. He explains its application in the 
conduct of foreign policy from the days of Bismarck 
onward. Lastly, he illuminates its translation from 
German into English, one that reveals the uniquely 
Anglo-American version of realpolitik--small r--
being practiced today, a modern iteration that 
attempts to reconcile idealism with the pursuit of 
national interests. Lively, encyclopedic, and utterly 
original, Realpolitik: A History illuminates the life 
and times of a term that has shaped and will 
continue to shape international relations.  

 
John Bew teaches 
history and foreign 
policy at the War 
Studies Department at 
King's College London.  
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Robots may one day rule the world, but what is a 
robot-ruled Earth like? Many think the first truly 
smart robots will be brain emulations or ems. Scan 
a human brain, then run a model with the same 
connections on a fast computer, and you have a 
robot brain, but recognizably human. Train an em 
to do some job and copy it a million times: an army 
of workers is at your disposal. When they can be 
made cheaply, within perhaps a century, ems will 
displace humans in most jobs. In this new 
economic era, the world economy may double in 
size every few weeks. Some say we can't know the 
future, especially following such a disruptive new 
technology, but Professor Robin Hanson sets out to 
prove them wrong. Applying decades of expertise 
in physics, computer science, and economics, he 
uses standard theories to paint a detailed picture 
of a world dominated by ems.  
 

Robin Hanson is an associate 
professor of economics at 
George Mason University, and a 
research associate at the Future 
of Humanity Institute of Oxford 
University. Professor Hanson has 
master's degrees in physics and 

philosophy from the University of Chicago, nine 
years experience in artificial intelligence research 
at Lockheed and N.A.S.A., a doctorate in social 
science from California Institute of Technology, 
2800 citations, and sixty academic publications, in 
economics, physics, computer science, philosophy, 
and more. He blogs at OvercomingBias.com, and 
has pioneered the field of prediction markets since 
1988. 
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For the first time in paperback, this Oxford Roald 
Dahl Dictionary takes readers aged 8+ on a phizz-
whizzing, splendiferous, fantabulous journey deep 
into the language of Roald Dahl's bestselling 
children's stories. This is a dictionary which will 
develop language and literacy skills by igniting the 
creativity in all readers and writers everywhere. 
Lots of dictionaries tell you what an 'alligator' is, or 
how to spell 'balloon' but they won't explain the 
difference between a 'ringbeller' and a 
'trogglehumper', or say why witches need 'gruntles' 
eggs' or suggest a word for the shape of a 'Knid'. 
This dictionary does all those things. All the words 
that Roald Dahl invented are here, like 
'biffsquiggled' and 'whizzpopping' to remind you 
what means what, but that is not all. You'll also 
find out where words came from, rhyming words, 
synonyms and lots of alternative words for words 
that are overused. This is the world's first Roald 
Dahl Dictionary from the word experts at Oxford 
University Press.  
 

Roald Dahl (13 September 1916 – 
23 November 1990) was a British 
novelist, short story writer, poet,  
and screenwriter. Dahl rose to 
prominence in the 1940s, with 
works for both children and 
adults, and became one of the 
world's best-selling authors. He 

has been referred to as ‘one of the greatest 
storytellers for children of the 20th century’.  
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Copyright law was once an esoteric backwater, the 
special province of professional authors, 
publishers, and entertainment companies, but it 
now impacts everyone who uses the Internet or 
consumes cultural expression on a computer, 
mobile phone, or personal tablet. Copyright has 
come to be immensely controversial as well. For 
instance, the proposed Stop Online Piracy Act 
(SOPA), copyright-industry backed legislation met 
its defeat at the hands of a popular outcry 
spearheaded by Google, Wikipedia, and other 
online aggregators of content and information. 
SOPA and other such initiatives would target the 
massive online piracy that threatens the economic 
viability of newspapers, movie studios, record 
labels, and book publishers. But the copyright 
industries' arguably heavy-handed response 
threatens to chill the free-wheeling wellspring of 
online creativity, expression, and ready access to 
information upon which we have all come to rely. 
To navigate the shoals of these opposing, equally 
dim prospects is a complex undertaking. No less 
daunting, even for the educated layperson, is to 
understand the legal framework, policy arguments, 
industry economics, legislative proposals, and 
judicial decisions that fuel the copyright debate. In 
Copyright: What Everyone Needs to Know, law 
professor Neil Weinstock Netanel guides readers 
through the murky dynamics of modern copyright 
law, answering questions about topics such as the 
new challenges posed by the digital environment, 
copyright and piracy in the global marketplace, and 
proposals for future reform.  
 

Neil Weinstock Netanel is Pete Kameron Endowed 
Chair in Law, University of California, Los Angeles 
and author of Copyright's Paradox. 
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hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. 
These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to 
get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert 
authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new 
ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and 
challenging topics highly readable. 
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Marina Warner digs 

into a rich hoard of fairy tales in all their brilliant 
and fantastical variations, in order to define a 
genre and evaluate a literary form that keeps 
shifting through time and history. Drawing on a 
glittering array of examples, from classics such as 
Red Riding Hood, Cinderella, and The Sleeping 
Beauty, the Grimm Brothers' Hansel and Gretel, 
and Hans Andersen's The Little Mermaid, to 
modern-day realizations including Walt Disney's 
Snow White, Warner forms a persuasive case for 
fairy tale as a crucial repository of human 
understanding and culture.  
 

Marina Warner is a 
Fellow of All Souls 
College, Oxford, an 
Honorary Fellow of Lady 
Margaret Hall, Oxford, 
and a Fellow of the 

Royal Society of Literature and the British 
Academy, as well as the author of numerous 
award-winning studies of mythology and fairy 
tales. In 2015 she was awarded the Holberg Prize, 
and in 2013 she was awarded a Sheykh Zayed Prize.  
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$11.95  
Publish Date: 3/25/2018 
catalog page: 117 
 
The English language is 

spoken by more than a billion people throughout 
the world. But where did English come from? And 
how has it evolved into the language used today? 
In this Very Short Introduction Simon Horobin 
investigates how we have arrived at the English we 
know today, and celebrates the way new speakers 
and new uses mean that it continues to adapt. 
Engaging with contemporary concerns about 
correctness, Horobin considers whether such 
changes are improvements, or evidence of slipping 
standards. What is the future for the English 
language? Will Standard English continue to hold 
sway, or we are witnessing its replacement by 
newly emerging Englishes?  
 

Simon Horobin is 
Professor of English 
Language and Literature 
at the University of 
Oxford and a Fellow of 
Magdalen College. He 

has written extensively on the history, structure, 
and uses of the English language. He is the author 
of How English Became English (OUP, 2016), Does 
Spelling Matter? (OUP, 2013), and books on the 
history of English, and the language of Chaucer. 
 
 
 
 
 



Lakes: A Very Short 
Introduction 
Vincent, Warwick F. 
Oxford University Press 
9780198766735 
Very Short Introductions 
160 pages 
paperback 
$11.95  
Publish Date: 4/1/2018 
catalog page: 117 
 
Outlines the essential 

features of lake environments and their biology, 
offering an up-to-date view of lake ecosystems. 
Vincent traces the origins of lake science 
(limnology) from the seminal work of Francois Forel 
on Lake Geneva at the edge of the Swiss Alps, to 
modern approaches such as environmental 
sensors, satellite observations, stable isotope 
analysis, and DNA-based technologies which are 
used to probe the microbial life support systems 
that lead from sunlight to fish. 
 

Warwick Vincent is professor 
of biology at Laval University in 
Quebec City, Canada, where he 
teaches limnology (lake 
science) and oceanography. He 
also holds the Canada 
Research Chair in Aquatic 
Ecosystem Studies and is 
former director of the 
interuniversity Centre for 

Northern Studies. He is especially known for his 
work on Arctic and Antarctic ecosystems, and much 
of his current research is on lakes, rivers, and 
coastal seas in the Canadian North. His books 
include Microbial Ecosystems of Antarctica (CUP, 
1988) and Polar Lakes and Rivers (OUP, 2008), with 
Johanna Laybourn-Parry. Dr. Vincent has received 
several awards and distinctions including the 
Ramon Margalef Award from the Association for 
the Sciences of Limnology and Oceanography 
(ASLO) for education at all levels, from graduate 
student training to public outreach. He is Fellow of 
the Royal Society of Canada, Fellow of the Royal 
Canadian Geographical Society, and Honorary 
Fellow of the Royal Society of New Zealand. 

The History of Physics: 
A Very Short 
Introduction 
Heilbron, J. L. 
Oxford University Press 
9780199684120 
Very Short 
Introductions 
184 pages 
paperback 
$11.95  
Publish Date: 
3/25/2018 
catalog page: 118 

 
Introduces us to Islamic astronomers and 
mathematicians calculating the size of the earth 
while their caliphs conquered much of it; to 
medieval scholar-theologians investigating light; to 
Galileo, Copernicus, Kepler, and Newton, 
measuring, and trying to explain, the universe.  
 
 
 

John Heilbron was educated 
at the University of California, 
Berkeley, in physics and 
history and began teaching at 
the University of Pennsylvania 
in 1964. He returned to 
Berkeley in 1967, where he 
rose to become professor of 
history and vice chancellor. 
After retiring in 1994 Heilbron 

taught sporadically at Caltech and Yale, and lived 
mostly around Oxford, where he has been Senior 
Research Fellow at Worcester College and the 
Oxford Museum for History of Science. He has 
written several books for Oxford University Press, 
including Galileo (2010) and Love, Literature, and 
the Quantum Atom: Niels Bohr's 1913 Trilogy 
Revisited (2013), with Finn Aaserud. 
 
 
 



The European Union: 
A Very Short 
Introduction - 4th 
edition 
Pinder, John and 
Usherwood, Simon 
Oxford University 
Press 
9780198808855 
Very Short 
Introductions 
152 pages 
paperback 
$11.95  
Publish Date: 

3/30/2018 
catalog page: 118 
 
In this fully updated fourth edition, Pinder and 
Usherwood cover the migrant crisis and the UK's 
decision to leave the Union, set in the context of a 
body that is now involved in most areas of public 
policy. Discussing how the EU continues to draw in 
new members, they conclude by considering the 
future of the Union and the choices and challenges 
that may lie ahead.  
 

Simon Usherwood is Reader 
in Politics at the University of 
Surrey, where he specializes 
in the study of 
Euroscepticism, and in UK-EU 
relations. As well as 
publishing widely in these 
areas, he has also been a 

frequent contributor to public debate, through the 
media, social media, and numerous public speaking 
events. Since 2016, he has been a Senior Fellow of 
the UK in a Changing Europe programme. John 
Pinder was Honorary Professor at the College of 
Europe, and Chairman of the Federal Trust, 
London. He was the author of The Building of the 
European Union (Third edition, OUP, 1998). 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Decadence: A Very 
Short Introduction 
Weir, David 
Oxford University 
Press 
9780190610227 
Very Short 
Introductions 
152 pages 
paperback 
$11.95  

Publish Date: 4/2/2018 
catalog page: 120 
 
Explores the conflicting attitudes towards 
modernity present in decadent culture by 
examining the difference between aesthetic 
decadence--the excess of artifice--and social 
decadence, which involves excess in a variety of 
forms, whether perversely pleasurable or 
gratuitously cruel.  
 
 
 

David Weir is Professor 
Emeritus of Comparative 
Literature at Cooper Union, 
where he taught literature, 
linguistics, and cinema for 30 
years. He has published books 
on Jean Vigo, James Joyce, 
William Blake, orientalism, 
anarchism, and decadence. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The U.S. Constitution: 
A Very Short 
Introduction 
Bodenhamer, David J. 
Oxford University 
Press 
9780195378320 
Very Short 
Introductions 
144 pages 
paperback 
$11.95  
Publish Date: 
4/12/2018 

catalog page: 121 
 
Explores the major themes that have shaped 
American constitutional history: federalism, the 
balance of powers, property, representation, 
equality, rights, and security. Informed by the 
latest scholarship, this book places constitutional 
history within the context of American political and 
social history.  
 
 

David J. Bodenhamer is the 
founding Executive Director 
of The Polis Center, Professor 
of History, and Adjunct 
Professor of Informatics at 
IUPUI. Bodenhamer is author 
or editor of twelve books in 
American legal and 

constitutional history and in the new field of spatial 
humanities, which applies geospatial technologies 
to humanities disciplines. He is also co-editor of a 
two book series with Indiana University Press and 
the IJHAC: A Journal of the Digital Humanities. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Organised Crime: A 
Very Short 
Introduction 
Antonopoulos, 
Georgios A. and 
Papanicolaou, 
Georgios 
Oxford University 
Press 
9780198795544 
Very Short 
Introductions 

144 pages 
paperback 
$11.95  
Publish Date: 4/22/2018 
catalog page: 122 
 
Using examples from across the globe, the authors 
analyse the different cultural traditions of 
organised crime, such as the Mafia, Yakuza, and 
Triads, and also the nature of organised crime, 
from arms trafficking and drug dealing to extortion.  
 

Georgios A. 
Antonopoulos is 
Professor of 
Criminology at 
Teesside University. 

He has been visiting scholar at a number of 
universities in the UK, Greece, Croatia, and the 
Netherlands. He is an associate of the Cross-Border 
Crime Colloquium, editor-in-chief of the journal 
Trends in Organised Crime, and member of the 
editorial boards of the journals Global Crime, 
Journal of Financial Crime, Journal of Money 
Laundering Control, and the British Journal of 
Criminology. From 2010 to 2014 he was Chair of 
the North-east branch of the British Society of 
Criminology, and in 2014 he served as executive 
director of the International Association for the 
Study of Organised Crime (IASOC). Georgios 
Papanicolaou is Reader in Criminology at Teesside 
University UK. He has studied law and penal 
sciences at the University of Athens, Greece, and 
Criminology at the University of Edinburgh. 



The Philosophy of 
Religion: A Very 
Short Introduction 
Bayne, Tim 
Oxford University 
Press 
9780198754961 
Very Short 
Introductions 
144 pages 
paperback 
$11.95  
Publish Date: 
4/22/2018 
catalog page: 123 

 
Introduces the field of philosophy of religion, and 
engages with some of the most burning questions 
that philosophers discuss. Considering how religion 
should be defined, and whether we even need to 
be able to define it in order to engage in the 
philosophy of religion, he goes on to discuss 
whether the existence of God matters. Exploring 
the problem of evil, Bayne also debates the 
connection between faith and reason, and the 
related question of what role reason should play in 
religious contexts. Shedding light on the 
relationship between science and religion, Bayne 
finishes by considering the topics of reincarnation 
and the afterlife.  
 

Tim Bayne is Professor of 
Philosophy at Monash University 
(Melbourne), having taught 
previously at Macquarie 
University, the University of 
Western Ontario, the University 
of Manchester and the 
University of Oxford. He has 

published widely in the philosophy of mind and the 
philosophy of religion, and is the author of The 
Unity of Consciousness (OUP, 2010) and Thought: A 
Very Short Introduction (OUP, 2013). 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Hellenistic Age: A 
Very Short 
Introduction 
Thonemann, Peter 
Oxford University 
Press 
9780198746041 
Very Short 
Introductions 
152 pages 
paperback 
$11.95  
Publish Date: 
4/22/2018 
catalog page: 124 

 
Opens up the history and culture of the vast 
Hellenistic world, from the death of Alexander the 
Great (323 BC) to the Roman conquest of the 
Ptolemaic kingdom (30 BC). 
 
 

Peter Thonemann teaches 
Greek and Roman history at 
Wadham College, Oxford. He 
is the author of The 
Maeander Valley: A Historical 
Geography from Antiquity to 
Byzantium (2011), the winner 
of the Anglo-Hellenic 

League's prestigious Runciman Prize 2012, and co-
author (with Simon Price) of The Birth of Classical 
Europe: A History from Troy to Augustine (2010). 
His most recent book is an introduction to 
Hellenistic coinage, The Hellenistic World: Using 
Coins as Sources (2015). He writes regularly on all 
aspects of Greek and Roman history and culture for 
the Times Literary Supplement. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Veterinary Science: A 
Very Short 
Introduction 
Yeates, James 
Oxford University 
Press 
9780198790969 
Very Short 
Introductions 
144 pages 
paperback 
$11.95  
Publish Date: 
4/22/2018 
catalog page: 125 

 
Introduces the field of veterinary science, covering 
the history of its scientific and clinical aspects from 
early practices to recent challenges such as the 
outbreak of BSE and antibiotic resistance, and 
considering the differences between human 
medicine and veterinary medicine.  
 
 

Dr James Yeates is Chief 
Veterinary Officer of the 
RSPCA. He is a practicing 
member of the Royal College 
of Veterinary Surgeons and 
Official Veterinarian. He has 
served on the Council of the 
British Veterinary 
Association, the Council of 
the Society of Practising 
Veterinary Surgeons; 

Scientific Committee of the British Small Animal 
Veterinary Association; and UK Equine Disease 
Coalition. He is the author of Animal Welfare in 
Veterinary Practice (Wiley Blackwell, 2013). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Development: A Very 
Short Introduction 
Goldin, Ian 
Oxford University 
Press 
9780198736257 
Very Short 
Introductions 
144 pages 
paperback 
$11.95  
Publish Date: 
5/22/2018 
catalog page: 126 
 

Considers the contributions that education, health, 
gender, equity, and other dimensions of human 
well-being make to development, and discusses 
why it is also necessary to include the role of 
institutions and the rule of law as well as 
sustainability and environmental concerns.  
 

Ian Goldin is Director of 
the Oxford Martin 
School at the University 
of Oxford, and Professor 
of Globalization and 
Development. From 
2001 to 2006, he was 

Vice President of the World Bank and the Bank's 
Director of Development Policy. Following the end 
of apartheid, Ian was economic adviser to 
President Mandela and Chief Executive of the 
Development Bank of Southern Africa Previously, 
Ian was Principle Economist at the EBRD and Head 
of Programmes at the OECD Development Centre. 
Ian has received wide recognition including having 
been knighted by the French Government for his 
services to development, and nominated Global 
Leader of Tomorrow by the World Economic 
Forum. His books include Is the Planet Full? (OUP, 
2014), Divided Nations (OUP, 2013), and 
Globalisation for Development (OUP, 2012). 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Marx: A Very Short 
Introduction - 2nd 
edition 
Singer, Peter 
Oxford University 
Press 
9780198821076 
Very Short 
Introductions 
152 pages 
paperback 
$11.95  
Publish Date: 
5/1/2018 
catalog page: 127 
 

In this new edition, Singer explores whether Marx 
remains relevant to the twenty-first century, and if 
so, how. Does the fact that eight billionaires now 
own as much as the bottom half of the world's 
population give support to Marxist thinking? Does 
the ease with which conservative politicians can 
win over working class voters by appealing to 
nationalism undermines Marx's view of class 
struggle and the inevitability of victory for the 
proletariat? Singer ponders key questions such as 
these, and also discusses the place of the internet 
as a productive force when analyzed in Marxist 
theory. He concludes with an assessment of Marx's 
legacy, asking if there is any realistic prospect of 
replacing capitalism with a better system of 
production and distribution in the twenty-first 
century. 
 

Peter Singer is Ira W. DeCamp 
Professor of Bioethics in the 
University Center for Human 
Values at Princeton University, 
a position that he now 
combines with the position of 
Laureate Professor at the 
University of Melbourne. An 

Australian, in 2012 he was made a Companion to 
the Order of Australia, his country's highest civilian 
honor. His books include Animal Liberation (1975; 
Bodley Head, 2015), Practical Ethics (1979; CUP, 
2011), The Life You Can Save (Picador, 2010), and 
The Most Good You Can Do (Yale University Press, 
2015). 

Comparative 
Literature: A Very 
Short Introduction 
Hutchinson, Ben 
Oxford University 
Press 
9780198807278 
Very Short 
Introductions 
160 pages 
paperback 
$11.95  
Publish Date: 
5/22/2018 
catalog page: 128 

 
Outlining the complex history and competing 
theories of comparative literature, Ben Hutchinson 
offers an accessible means of entry into a 
notoriously slippery subject. Ultimately, he places 
comparative literature at the very heart of literary 
criticism, for as George Steiner once noted, to read 
is to compare.  
 

Ben Hutchinson is Professor 
of European Literature at the 
University of Kent. He is a 
Fellow of the Academia 
Europaea, a Philip 
Leverhulme Prize winner, and 
a Member of the Executive 
Committee of the British 
Comparative Literature 
Association (BCLA), as well as 
a regular contributor to 

newspapers including the Times Literary 
Supplement (TLS) and the Literary Review. His 
publications include Rilke's Poetics of Becoming 
(2006), W. G. Sebald. Die dialektische Imagination 
(2009), Modernism and Style (2011), and Lateness 
and Modern European Literature (2016). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Geophysics: A Very 
Short Introduction 
Lowrie, William 
Oxford University 
Press 
9780198792956 
Very Short 
Introductions 
144 pages 
paperback 
$11.95  
Publish Date: 
5/22/2018 
catalog page: 129 
 
Describes the 

internal and external processes that affect the 
planet, as well as the principles and methods of 
geophysics used to investigate them. He explains 
how analysis of the seismic waves produced in 
earthquakes reveals the internal structure of the 
Earth.  
 
William Lowrie was elected professor of geophysics 
at the Swiss Federal Institute of Technology in 
Zurich, Switzerland, in 1974, where he taught and 
researched until retirement in 2004. His research 
activity involved interpreting the Earth's magnetic 
field in the geological past from the magnetizations 
of dated rocks. The results were applied to the 
solution of geologic-tectonic problems, and to 
analysis of the polarity history of the geomagnetic 
field. He has authored 135 scientific articles, and 
his books include Fundamentals of Geophysics 
(Cambridge University Press, second edition 2007); 
and A Student's Guide to Geophysical Equations 
(Cambridge University Press, 2011). He has been 
President of the European Union of Geosciences 
(1987-9), and Section President and Council 
member of the American Geophysical Union (1998-
2002). Lowrie was elected Fellow of the American 
Geophysical Union in 1990 and Member of the 
Academia Europaea in 2000. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Genomics: A Very 
Short Introduction 
Archibald, John M. 
Oxford University 
Press 
9780198786207 
Very Short 
Introductions 
144 pages 
paperback 
$11.95  
Publish Date: 
5/22/2018 
catalog page: 130 
 
Shows how the 

field of genomics is on the cusp of another 
quantum leap; the implications for science and 
society are profound.  
 

John Archibald is a 
Distinguished University 
Research Professor in the 
Department of 
Biochemistry & Molecular 
Biology at Dalhousie 
University in Nova Scotia, 

Canada, and a Senior Fellow of the Canadian 
Institute for Advanced Research, Program in 
Integrated Microbial Biodiversity. He is currently an 
Associated Editor for Genome Biology & Evolution, 
and an Editorial Board member of several journals, 
including Current Biology, BMC Biology, and 
Environmental Microbiology. Dr. Archibald's 
scientific interests revolve around the diversity and 
evolution of microbial eukaryotes and their 
organelles. He has written more than 100 scientific 
publications and is the author of One Plus One 
Equals One: Symbiosis and the Evolution of 
Complex Life (Oxford University Press, 2014). In 
recognition of his scientific achievements, Dr. 
Archibald was elected to the College of New 
Scholars, Artists and Scientists of the Royal Society 
of Canada (2016-2021). 
 
 
 
 
 



The Anthropocene: 
A Very Short 
Introduction 
Ellis, Erle C. 
Oxford University 
Press 
9780198792987 
Very Short 
Introductions 
144 pages 
paperback 
$11.95  
Publish Date: 
5/22/2018 
catalog page: 131 

 
Explains the science behind the Anthropocene and 
the many proposals about when to mark its 
beginning: The nuclear tests of the 1950s? The 
beginnings of agriculture? The origins of humans as 
a species?  
 
 

Erle C. Ellis is Professor of 
Geography and Environmental 
Systems at the University of 
Maryland, Baltimore County 
(UMBC). His research 
investigates the ecology of 
human landscapes at local to 

global scales towards informing sustainable 
stewardship of the biosphere in the Anthropocene. 
He teaches environmental science and landscape 
ecology at UMBC, and has taught ecology at 
Harvard's Graduate School of Design. Ellis is a 
member of the Anthropocene Working Group of 
the Subcommission of Quaternary Stratigraphy of 
the International Commission on Stratigraphy, the 
scientific steering committee of the Global Land 
Programme, formerly of the International 
Geosphere-Biosphere Programme (IGBP), now of 
its successor organization, Future Earth, and a 
senior fellow of the Breakthrough Institute. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Applied 
Mathematics: A Very 
Short Introduction 
Goriely, Alain 
Oxford University 
Press 
9780198754046 
Very Short 
Introductions 
144 pages 
paperback 
$11.95  
Publish Date: 
4/22/2018 
catalog page: 132 
 

Presents a compact yet comprehensive view of the 
field of applied mathematics, and explores its 
relationships with (pure) mathematics, science, and 
engineering. 
 
 

Alain Goriely joined the 
Department of 
Mathematics at the 
University of Arizona 
shortly after receiving his 
Ph.D. from the University 
of Brussels. In 2010, he 
moved to the University of 

Oxford as the Chair of Mathematical Modelling. He 
is currently the Director of the Oxford Centre for 
Industrial and Applied Mathematics. At the 
scientific level, he is an applied mathematician with 
broad interests in mathematics, mechanics, 
sciences, and engineering, which led him to 
collaborate closely with researchers from many 
disciplines. His current research includes the 
mechanics of biological growth and its applications 
to plants and physiology; the modelling of new 
photovoltaic devices; the foundations of elasticity; 
the modelling of cancer; the mechanics of the 
human brain; and more generally the development 
of mathematical methods for applied sciences. 
 
 
 
 
 



Viruses: A Very Short 
Introduction 
Crawford, Dorothy H. 
Oxford University 
Press 
9780198811718 
Very Short 
Introductions 
160 pages 
paperback 
$11.95  
Publish Date: 
5/22/2018 
catalog page: 133 
 

Demonstrates how clever these entities really are. 
From their discovery and the unravelling of their 
intricate structures, Crawford demonstrates how 
these tiny parasites are by far the most abundant 
life forms on the planet.  
  

 
Dorothy H. Crawford was 
Professor of Medical 
Microbiology at the 
University of Edinburgh from 
1997-2010 and Assistant 
Principal for Public 
Understanding of Medicine 
from 2005-2011. She was 

elected Fellow of the Royal Society of Edinburgh 
and of the Academy of Medical Sciences in 2001 
and received an OBE for services to medicine and 
higher education in 2005. She is the author of The 
Invisible Enemy (OUP, 2000); Deadly Companions 
(OUP, 2007); Virus Hunt (OUP, 2013); and Ebola 
(OUP, 2016). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Southeast Asia: A 
Very Short 
Introduction 
Rush, James R. 
Oxford University 
Press 
9780190248765 
Very Short 
Introductions 
144 pages 
paperback 
$11.95  
Publish Date: 
6/12/2018 
catalog page: 134 

 
Offers a comprehensive and interdisciplinary 
overview of Southeast Asia from the era of 
indigenous kingdoms to the present's independent 
nation states. Paints a broad-brush portrait of 
contemporary Southeast Asia as a community of 
diverse societies and nation states as well as a 
geopolitical theater-of-action nested between India 
and China and enmeshed in global economic traffic 
patterns, power matrixes, and environmental 
forces. Helps grasp Southeast Asia's great diversity 
of ethnicities, religions, and political systems, often 
little understood by Western audiences.  
 

James R. Rush is Professor of 
History at Arizona State 
University, where he has 
taught for twenty-six years. 
He has served as Director of 
Arizona State University's 
Program for Southeast Asian 
Studies and as a consultant 

to the Asia Society, El Colegio de Mexico, and the 
Rockefeller Brothers Fund. He is the author or 
editor of numerous books, including Opium to Java: 
Revenue Farms and Chinese Enterprise in Colonial 
Indonesia, 1860-1910; Hamka's Great Story: A 
Master Writer's Vision of Islam for Modern 
Indonesia; and The Last Tree: Reclaiming the 
Environment in Tropical Asia. 
 
author location: Tempe AZ 
 
 



Criminology: A Very 
Short Introduction 
Newburn, Tim 
Oxford University Press 
9780199643257 
Very Short 
Introductions 
144 pages 
paperback 
$11.95  
Publish Date: 
6/26/2018 
catalog page: 135 
 

Crime is big news. From murder to theft to drug 
gangs, crime and criminal justice affect the lives of 
millions of people worldwide. Hardly surprisingly, 
crime has been pushed high up the public policy 
agenda across the world. But how can we measure 
crime, or evaluate the effectiveness of preventative 
measures? Does the threat of prison reduce 
someone's likelihood of reoffending, or would 
rehabilitation be more constructive? In this Very 
Short Introduction Tim Newburn considers how we 
can study trends in crime and use them to inform 
preventative policy and criminal justice. Analyzing 
the history of the subject, he reflects on our 
understanding of crime and responses to crime in 
earlier historical periods. Considering trends in 
crime in the developed world, Newburn discusses 
its causes, exploring the relationship between 
drugs and crime, analyzing what we know about 
why people stop offending, and looking at both 
formal and informal responses to crime. Newburn 
concludes by discussing what role criminology can 
plausibly be anticipated to have in crime control 
and politics, and what its limits are. 
 

Tim Newburn is Professor of Social 
Policy and Criminology, and Head 
of Department of Social Policy at 
the London School of Economics. 
He is a former President of the 
British Society of Criminology 
(2005-08) and was elected an 
Academician of the Academy of 

Learned Societies for the Social Sciences in 2005. In 
2009, together with two colleagues, he was 
appointed Official Historian on Criminal Justice. 

Abolitionism: A Very 
Short Introduction: A 
Very Short 
Introduction 
Newman, Richard S. 
Oxford University 
Press 
9780190213220 
Very Short 
Introductions 
144 pages 
paperback 
$11.95  
Publish Date: 
6/1/2018 

catalog page: 136 
 
Examines the key people, themes, and ideas that 
animated abolitionism in the eighteenth- and 
nineteenth-centuries in the United States and 
internationally. Filled with portraits of key 
abolitionists - including Frederick Douglass, William 
Lloyd Garrison, Anthony Benezet, Toussaint 
L'Ouverture, Elizabeth Heyrick, Richard Allen, and 
Angelina Grimké - the book highlights abolitionists' 
focus on social and political action.  
 
 

Richard S. Newman is 
Professor of History at the 
Rochester Institute of 
Technology His books include 
The Transformation of 
American Abolitionism and 
Freedom's Prophet: Bishop 
Richard Allen, the Black 
Founding Fathers, and the 

AME Church. He is the former director of the 
Library Company of Philadelphia. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Terrorism: A Very 
Short Introduction 
Townshend, Charles 
Oxford University 
Press 
9780198809098 
Very Short 
Introductions 
176 pages 
paperback 
$11.95  
Publish Date: 8/1/2018 
catalog page: 137 
 

Examines the historical, ideological, and local roots 
of terrorist violence. Starting from the question of 
why terrorists find it so easy to seize public 
attention, this new edition analyzes the emergence 
of terrorism as a political strategy, and discusses 
the objectives which have been pursued by users 
of this strategy from French revolutionaries to 
Islamic jihadists.  
 

Charles Townshend is Emeritus 
Professor of International 
History at Keele University. He 
has held fellowships at the 
National Humanities Center in 
North Carolina and the 
Woodrow Wilson International 
Center in Washington, DC. His 
most recent books are Easter 

1916: the Irish rebellion (2005), When God Made 
Hell: the British Invasion of Mesopotamia and the 
Creation of Iraq, 1914-1921 (2010), Desert Hell: the 
British invasion of Mesopotamia (2011), and The 
Republic: the Fight for Irish Independence, 1918-
1923 (2013). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Demography: A Very 
Short Introduction 
Harper, Sarah 
Oxford University 
Press 
9780198725732 
Very Short 
Introductions 
144 pages 
paperback 
$11.95  
Publish Date: 
8/1/2018 
catalog page: 138 
 

Considers the way in which the global population 
has evolved over time and space. Sarah Harper 
discusses the theorists, theories, and methods 
involved in studying population trends and 
movements. She then looks at the emergence of 
new demographic sub-disciplines and addresses 
some of the future population challenges of the 
21st century.  
 

Sarah Harper is Professor of 
Gerontology at Oxford 
University, Director of the 
Oxford Institute of Ageing, 
and Director of the Clore 
Programme on Population-
Environment Change. She is 

Governor of the Pensions Policy Institute and 
author of Migration, Ageing and the Environment 
for the UK government Foresight Programme on 
Global Migration. She is also the Director of the 
Royal Institute, London. Sarah is the author and 
editor of several books including Ageing Societies: 
Myths, Challenges and Opportunities (Hodder 
Arnold, 2006); the International Handbook of 
Ageing and Public Policy (Edward Elgar, 2014); and 
How Population Change will Transform our World 
(OUP, 2016). She is the founding co-editor of the 
Journal of Population Ageing (Springer). 
 
 
 
 
 
 



American Cultural 
History: A Very Short 
Introduction 
Avila, Eric 
Oxford University 
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Very Short 
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160 pages 
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$11.95  
Publish Date: 
8/1/2018 
catalog page: 139 

 
The iconic images of Uncle Sam and Marilyn 
Monroe, or the fireside chats of Franklin D. 
Roosevelt and the oratory of Martin Luther King, 
Jr.: these are the words, images, and sounds that 
populate American cultural history. From the 
Boston Tea Party to the Dodgers, from the blues to 
Andy Warhol, dime novels to Disneyland, the 
history of American culture tells us how previous 
generations of Americans have imagined 
themselves, their nation, and their relationship to 
the world and its peoples. This Very Short 
Introduction recounts the history of American 
culture and its creation by diverse social and ethnic 
groups. In doing so, it emphasizes the historic role 
of culture in relation to broader social, political, 
and economic developments. Across the lines of 
race, class, gender, and sexuality, as well as 
language, region, and religion, diverse Americans 
have forged a national culture with a global reach, 
inventing stories that have shaped a national 
identity and an American way of life.  
 

Eric Avila is Professor of History, 
Chicano Studies, and Urban 
Planning at UCLA. An urban 
cultural historian, he is the 
author of Popular Culture in the 
Age of White Flight: Fear and 
Fantasy in Suburban Los Angeles 
and The Folklore of the 
Freeway: Race and Revolt in the 

Modernist City. 
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In the final decade of the nineteenth century, 
Arthur Machen produced a seminal body of tales of 
occult horror, spiritual and physical corruption, and 
malignant survivals from the primeval past which 
horrified and scandalized late-Victorian readers. 
Machen's weird fiction has influenced generations 
of storytellers, from H. P. Lovecraft to Guillermo 
Del Toro - and it remains no less unsettling today. 
 

Arthur Machen is a significant 
figure in supernatural 
literature of the late-
nineteenth and early-
twentieth centuries. His work, 
which mixes Gothic horror 
with fin-de-siecle mysticism, 
has influenced writers and 
film-makers (notably H. P. 

Lovecraft, Jorge Luis Borges, Stephen King, and 
Alan Moore). From the beginning of his literary 
career, Machen espoused a mystical belief that the 
humdrum ordinary world hid a more mysterious 
and strange world beyond. His gothic and decadent 
works of the 1890s concluded that the lifting of this 
veil could lead to madness, sex, or death, and 
usually a combination of all three. Aaron Worth is 
Associate Professor of Rhetoric at Boston 
University, having previously taught courses in 
English and American literature at Brandeis 
University.  
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Celtic mythology, Arthurian romance, and an 
intriguing interpretation of British history--these 
are just some of the themes embraced by the 
anonymous authors of the eleven tales that make 
up the Welsh medieval masterpiece known as the 
Mabinogion. Sioned Davies' lively translation 
recreates the storytelling world of medieval Wales 
and re-invests the tales with the power of 
performance.  
 

Sioned Davies is Chair of 
Welsh at Cardiff University. 
Her special interest is the 
interplay between literacy 
and the oral tradition, 
together with the 
performance aspects of 
medieval Welsh narrative. 

Her publications include Crefft y Cyfarwydd, a 
study of narrative techniques in the Mabinogion, 
The Four Branches of the Mabinogi, and a co-
edited volume, The Horse in Celtic Culture: 
Medieval Welsh Perspectives. 
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This translation by Christopher Betts captures the 
tone and flavor of Perrault's world, and the 
delightful spirit of the originals. 
 

Charles Perrault (12 January 1628 
– 16 May 1703) was a French 
author and member of the 
Académie Française. He laid the 
foundations for a new literary 
genre, the fairy tale, with his 
works derived from pre-existing 
folk tales. The best known of his 
tales include Le Petit Chaperon 

Rouge (Little Red Riding Hood), Cendrillon 
(Cinderella), Le Chat Botté (Puss in Boots), La Belle 
au bois Dormant (The Sleeping Beauty), and Barbe 
Bleue (Bluebeard). Some of Perrault's versions of 
old stories have influenced the German versions 
published by the Brothers Grimm more than 100 
years later. The stories continue to be printed and 
have been adapted to opera, ballet (such as 
Tchaikovsky's The Sleeping Beauty), theatre, and 
film. Perrault was an influential figure in the 17th-
century French literary scene, and was the leader 
of the Modern faction during the Quarrel of the 
Ancients and the Moderns. Christopher Betts was a 
Senior Lecturer in French at the University of 
Warwick until retirement. He has translated 
Montesquieu's Persian Letters for Penguin, and 
Rousseau's Social Contract and Jean de La 
Fontaine's Selected Fables for Oxford World's 
Classics. 
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Published for the 200th anniversary, this edition, 
based on the original 1818 text, explains in detail 
the turbulent intellectual context in which Shelley 
was writing, and also investigates how her novel 
has since become a byword for controversial 
practices in science and medicine, from 
manipulating ecosystems to vivisection and genetic 
modification.  
 
 

Mary Wollstonecraft Shelley 
(née Godwin; 30 August 
1797 – 1 February 1851) was 
an English novelist, short 
story writer, dramatist, 
essayist, biographer, and 
travel writer, best known for 
her Gothic novel 
Frankenstein: or, The 

Modern Prometheus (1818). She also edited and 
promoted the works of her husband, the Romantic 
poet and philosopher Percy Bysshe Shelley. Her 
father was the political philosopher William 
Godwin, and her mother was the philosopher and 
feminist Mary Wollstonecraft.  
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This edition places The 

Scarlet Pimpernel within the context of the elite 
and popular literature of the turn of the century. 
Orczy's novel is close in kin to such contemporary 
political thrillers as Joseph Conrad's The Secret 
Agent (1907); tales that channeled contemporary 
concerns about refugees and enemies within.  
 

Baroness Emma Magdolna 
Rozália Mária Jozefa Borbála 
Emmuska Orczy de Orci (23 
September 1865 – 12 
November 1947) was a 
Hungarian-born British novelist, 
playwright, and artist of noble 
origin. She is most known for 
her series of novels featuring 

the Scarlet Pimpernel, the alter ego of Sir Percy 
Blakeney, a wealthy English fop who transforms 
into a formidable swordsman and a quick-thinking 
escape artist, establishing the hero with a secret 
identity into popular culture. Nicholas Daly is 
Professor of Modern English and American 
Literature at University College Dublin. He has also 
taught at Trinity College Dublin, Wesleyan 
University, and Dartmouth College. A member of 
the Royal Irish Academy, he serves on the advisory 
boards of the Journal of Victorian Culture, Novel, 
and the Irish University Review.  
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This new edition includes an introduction surveying 
the recent debates about Equiano's birthplace and 
identity, and showing how the book achieved its 
increasingly central position among the great 
works of eighteenth-century literature.  
 
 

Olaudah Equiano (c. 1745 – 31 
March 1797),  known in his 
lifetime as Gustavus Vassa, 
was a freed slave of Igbo 
extraction from the eastern 
part of present-day Nigeria, 
who supported the British 

movement to end the slave trade. His 
autobiography, published in 1789, helped in the 
creation of the Slave Trade Act 1807 which ended 
the African slave trade for Britain and its colonies. 
Brycchan Carey is an expert in the cultural history 
of slavery and its abolition. He is the author of 
From Peace to Freedom: Quaker Rhetoric and the 
Birth of American Antislavery, 1658-1761 (Yale UP, 
2012), and British Abolitionism and the Rhetoric of 
Sensibility: Writing, Sentiment, and Slavery, 1760-
1807 (Palgrave, 2005). His most recent collection, 
Quakers and Abolition, co-edited with Geoffrey 
Plank, was published by the University of Illinois 
Press in 2014. 
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This elegant and compelling new translation is 
accompanied by a full introduction and notes that 
guide the reader in understanding the poem and 
the many different contexts in which it was 
performed and read.  
 
 

Homer is best known as the 
author of the Iliad and the 
Odyssey. He was believed by 
the ancient Greeks to have 
been the first and greatest of 
the epic poets. Author of the 
first known literature of 
Europe, he had a lasting 
effect on the Western canon. 

Anthony Verity is a classical scholar and 
educationalist whose appointments include Head 
of Classics at Bristol Grammar School, Headmaster 
of Leeds Grammar School, and Master of Dulwich 
College from 1986 to 1995. His translations for 
Oxford World's Classics include Theocritus, Idylls, 
Pindar, The Complete Odes, and the Iliad.  William 
Allan is McConnell Laing Fellow and Tutor in 
Classical Languages and Literature at University 
College, Oxford. His previous publications include 
The Andromache and Euripidean Tragedy (2000), 
Euripides: The Children of Heracles (2001), 
Euripides: Medea (2002), Euripides: Helen (2008), 
Homer: The Iliad (2012), and Classical Literature: A 
Very Short Introduction (2014). 
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This collection brings together over thirty of Conan 
Doyle's best gothic tales. Darryl Jones's 
introduction discusses the contradictions in Conan 
Doyle's very public life - as a medical doctor who 
became obsessed with the spirit world, or a British 
imperialist drawn to support Irish Home Rule - and 
shows the ways in which these found articulation 
in that most anxious of all literary forms, the 
Gothic.  
 

Sir Arthur Ignatius Conan Doyle 
DL (22 May 1859 – 7 July 1930) 
was a Scottish physician and 
writer who is most noted for his 
fictional stories about the 
detective Sherlock Holmes, 
which are generally considered 
milestones in the field of crime 
fiction. He is also known for 

writing the fictional adventures of a second 
character he invented, Professor Challenger, and 
for popularising the mystery of the Mary Celeste. 
He was a prolific writer whose other works include 
fantasy and science fiction stories, plays, romances, 
poetry, non-fiction, and historical novels. Darryl 
Jones is Professor of English and Dean of the 
Faculty of Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences at 
Trinity College Dublin, where he has taught since 
1994. He has held Visiting Professorships at 
Dartmouth College, Babes-Bolyai University, Cluj, 
Romania, and Tongji University, Shanghai.  
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This edition of the Autobiography includes 
additional manuscript materials from earlier drafts 
which demonstrate the conflicting imperatives that 
influenced Mill's choice of exactly what to say 
about some of the most significant episodes and 
relationships in his life. Mark Philps introduction 
explores the forces that led Mill to write the life 
and points to the tensions in the text and in Mill's 
life.  
 

John Stuart Mill, (20 May 
1806 – 8 May 1873) was a 
British philosopher, 
political economist and civil 
servant. He was an 
influential contributor to 
social theory, political 
theory and political 
economy. He has been 
called 'the most influential 

English-speaking philosopher of the nineteenth 
century'. Mark Philp is Emeritus Fellow of Oriel 
College, Oxford. His recent books include Political 
Conduct (Harvard UP, 2007) and Reforming Ideas in 
Britain (CUP, 2013). For Oxford World's Classics he 
has edited Paine's Rights of Man, Common Sense, 
and Other Political Writings, Godwin's An Enquiry 
concerning Political Justice and with Frederick 
Rosen, John Stuart Mill's On Liberty, Utilitarianism 
and Other Essays. 
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The new translation of the text is accompanied by 
an introduction discussing the political, 
philosophical, and rhetorical background to 
Aristotle's treatise, as well as the composition and 
transmission of the original text and an account of 
Aristotle's life.  
 
 

Aristotle (384–322 BC) was a 
Greek philosopher and scientist 
born in Stagira of Chalkidiki, 
next to the Macedonian 
Kingdom in the north part of 
the Greek world. His father, 
Nicomachus, died when 
Aristotle was a child, 
whereafter Proxenus of 

Atarneus became his guardian. At eighteen, he 
joined Plato's Academy in Athens and remained 
there until the age of thirty-seven (c. 347 BCE). His 
writings cover many subjects – including physics, 
biology, zoology, metaphysics, logic, ethics, 
aesthetics, poetry, theater, music, rhetoric, 
linguistics, politics and government – and 
constitute the first comprehensive system of 
Western philosophy.  
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His Excellency Eugene Rougon (1876) is the sixth 
novel in Zola's twenty-volume Rougon-Macquart 
cycle. A political novel set in the corridors of power 
and in the upper echelons of French Second Empire 
society, including the Imperial court, it focuses on 
the fluctuating fortunes of the authoritarian 
Eugene Rougon, the vice-Emperor.  
 
 

Émile François Zola (2 
April 1840 – 29 
September 1902) was a 
French writer, the most 
important exemplar of 
the literary school of 
naturalism and an 
important contributor 
to the development of 

theatrical naturalism. He was a major figure in the 
political liberalization of France and in the 
exoneration of the falsely accused and convicted 
army officer Alfred Dreyfus, which is encapsulated 
in the renowned newspaper headline J'Accuse. 
Brian Nelson is Emeritus Professor of French 
Studies and Translation Studies at Monash 
University, Melbourne, and a Fellow of the 
Australian Academy of the Humanities. He has 
been editor of the Australian Journal of French 
Studies since 2002. His publications include The 
Cambridge Companion to Zola (CUP, 20017), Zola 
and the Bourgeoisie (Palgrave Macmillan, 1983), 
and translations of Earth, The Fortune of the 
Rougons, The Belly of Paris, The Kill, Pot Luck, and 
The Ladies' Paradise for Oxford World's Classics. He 
was awarded the New South Wales Premier's Prize 
for Translation in 2015. His most recent critical 
work is The Cambridge Introduction to French 
Literature (CUP, 2015). 
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This new translation brings together all of 
Aristotle's extant and complementary psychological 
works, and adds as a supplement ancient 
testimony concerning his lost writings dealing with 
the soul. The introduction by Fred D. Miller, Jr. 
explains the central place of the soul in Aristotle's 
natural science, the unifying themes of his 
psychological theory, and his continuing relevance 
for modern philosophy and psychology.  
 

Aristotle (384–322 BC) was a 
Greek philosopher and scientist 
born in Stagira of Chalkidiki, next 
to the Macedonian Kingdom in 
the north part of the Greek 
world. His father, Nicomachus, 
died when Aristotle was a child, 
whereafter Proxenus of Atarneus 

became his guardian. At eighteen, he joined Plato's 
Academy in Athens and remained there until the 
age of thirty-seven (c. 347 BCE). His writings cover 
many subjects – including physics, biology, zoology, 
metaphysics, logic, ethics, aesthetics, poetry, 
theater, music, rhetoric, linguistics, politics and 
government – and constitute the first 
comprehensive system of Western philosophy. 
Fred D. Miller, Jr. is Research Professor in the 
Department of Philosophy and the Center for the 
Philosophy of Freedom at the University of Arizona 
at Tucson, and Emeritus Professor of Philosophy at 
Bowling Green State University.  
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Family! Friendship! 

Adventure! Mystery! Roberta, Peter, and Phyllis 
have their lives turned upside down when their 
father mysteriously has to go away. The railway 
becomes the centre of their new life, but little do 
they know what wonders and changes it will bring 
to them - maybe even the answer to Father's 
disappearance . . . Oxford Children's Classics 
present not only the original and unabridged story 
of The Railway Children in a beautiful new edition, 
but also help you to discover a whole world of new 
adventures with a vast assortment of 
recommendations and activities.  
 

E. Nesbit was born in London in 
1858. Her father died when she 
was four years old and she spent 
much of her childhood travelling 
around England, France, 
Germany, and Spain with her 
mother and sister Mary, in an 
attempt to cure Mary of 
tuberculosis. Elizabeth married 

Hubert Bland in 1880 and they went on to become 
two of the founding members of the Fabian 
Society. She wrote many stories and poems for 
both children and adults, including the much-loved 
Five Children and It, The Story of the Treasure 
Seekers, and The Railway Children. Elizabeth Nesbit 
died in 1924 and is buried in Kent. 
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What does the head of 
the Kremlin think 

about? What are his hopes and aims for the lands 
bordering Russia, for Europe, and even the world? 
In January 2014, the Kremlin sent its senior civil 
servants, governors and party bigwigs a special 
New Year's present: philosophy books, by 19th and 
20th century Russian thinkers. This reading list is 
not optional: the president himself has cited these 
authors in landmark speeches, and they need to 
understand what he means. The most persistent of 
the bunch will find these great works strangely 
familiar, full of the national leader's role in an 
'authentic' democracy, the importance of being 
conservative, the urgency of rooting morality in 
religion, and the historic struggle of the Russian 
people against the timeless hostility of the West. 
President Putin is the man who manages and 
manipulates these existential anxieties. And since 
the annexation of Crimea, the need to decrypt his 
vision for the nation-propelled by the Kremlin's 
Eurasian neo-imperialists and prophets of 'Russian-
way' conservatism--has become more pressing 
than ever. In this revealing and engrossing book, 
Michel Eltchaninoff invites us inside the psyche of 
the Russian president for a better understanding of 
his doctrine and geopolitical vision. He offers 
answers to an urgent question for our 21st century 

world: what is Vladimir Putin 
thinking?  
 
Michel Eltchaninoff is an award-
winning French writer who has 
lived in Moscow. He is the 
editor-in-chief of the monthly 
Philosophie magazine. 
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According to the United Nations, Myanmar's 
Rohingyas are one of the most persecuted 
minorities in the world. Only now has the media 
turned its attention to their plight at the hands of a 
country led by Nobel Peace Prize laureate Aung San 
Suu Kyi. Yet the signs of this genocide have been 
visible for years. For generations, this Muslim 
group has suffered routine discrimination, violence, 
arbitrary arrest and detention, extortion, and other 
abuses by the Buddhist majority. As horrifying 
massacres have unfolded in 2017, international 
human rights groups have accused the regime of 
complicity in an ethnic cleansing campaign against 
them. Authorities refuse to recognise the 
Rohingyas as one of Myanmar's 135 national races, 
denying them citizenship rights in the country of 
their birth and severely restricting many aspects of 
ordinary life, from marriage to free movement. In 
this updated edition, Azeem Ibrahim chronicles the 
events leading up to the current, final cleansing of 
the Rohingya population, and issues a clarion call 
to protect a vulnerable, little known Muslim 
minority.  
 

Azeem Ibrahim has a PhD from 
the University of Cambridge. 
He has been a Research Fellow 
with the International Security 
Program at the Kennedy School 
of Government at Harvard, a 
World Fellow at Yale, Fellow 

and member of the board of directors at the 
Institute for Social Policy Understanding, and an 
Adjunct Research Professor at the Strategic Studies 
Institute, US Army War College.   
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Northern and central 
Nigeria are engulfed 

in a violent insurgency campaign waged by 
Jama'atu Ahlis Sunnah Lidda'awati w'al Jihad, a.k.a. 
'Boko Haram', and more recently, its splinter group 
'Ansaru'. From its inception an inward-looking, 
almost parochial, movement, Boko Haram, and 
even more so Ansaru, have now showed clear signs 
of regionalization, expanding their operations 
across West Africa and forging links with al-Qaeda 
affiliated groups. Boko Haram's stated aim is to 
Islamize Africa's most populous country but, like 
earlier Nigerian Islamist groups, of which there is a 
long tradition in the Sahel, the discontent 
prompting young Nigerians and other young West 
African Muslims to join the insurgency is rooted in 
more than just religious orthodoxy and cannot be 
disentangled from their economic, social and 
political marginalization. But what is the real 
magnitude of the threat? What can foreign 
partners do to support Abuja? How effective is the 
current government's strategy in tackling the 
insurgency? And, more importantly, are the root 
causes of the insurgency being addressed and the 
foundations for a durable peace being established?  

 
Virginia Comolli is the Research 
Fellow for Security and 
Development at The International 
Institute for Strategic Studies 
(IISS) in London. 
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Abu Nuwas, the pre-

eminent bacchic bard of the classical Arabic canon, 
was loved and reviled in equal measure for his 
lyrical celebration of Abbasid Baghdad's dissolute 
nightlife, his cutting satires of religion and the 
clergy, and the extraordinary range and virtuosity 
of his literary talent. Vintage Humour contains 
approximately 120 translations, each replicating 
the monorhyme scheme of the originals, with 
commentary where appropriate, a brief history of 
the poet's life and times, and a glossary of the key 
themes, motifs, and running jokes of the poems 
themselves. Based on extensive research with both 
Arabic and English source materials, Vintage 
Humour is an illuminating collection, of interest to 
both general and informed readers with an interest 
in Islamic studies, Arabic literature, and the history 
of Iraq and the Middle East.  
 
Alex Rowell is a writer and translator based in 
Beirut, Lebanon, where he has contributed to 
media including The Daily Beast, The 
Economist, the BBC, and NOW Lebanon. His 
classical Arabic poetry translations have previously 
been published in the literary journal of the 
American University of Beirut. 
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A Field Guide to the Street Names of Cairo lists 
more than five hundred current and three hundred 
former appellations. Current street names are 
listed in alphabetical order, with an explanation of 
what each commemorates and when it was first 
recorded, followed by the same for its 
predecessors. An index allows the reader to trace 
streets whose names have disappeared or that 
have never achieved more than popular status. 
 

Humphrey Davies is the 
translator of a number of 
Arabic novels, including The 
Yacoubian Building by Alaa 
Al Aswany (AUC Press, 
2004). He has twice been 
awarded the Saif Ghobash-
Banipal Prize for Arabic 
Literary Translation. Lesley 

Lababidi is the author of Cairo Practical Guide (AUC 
Press, 2011, 17th ed.), Cairo's Street Stories: 
Exploring the City's Statues, Squares, Bridges, 
Gardens, and Sidewalk Cafés (AUC Press, 2008), 
and Cairo: The Family Guide (AUC Press, 4th ed., 
2010). An active and well-traveled blogger, she 
currently lives between Cairo, Beirut, and Lagos. 
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Cairo's Islamic monuments are part of an 
uninterrupted tradition that spans over a thousand 
years of building activity. No other Islamic city can 
equal Cairo's spectacular heritage, nor trace its 
historical and architectural development with such 
clarity. The discovery of this historic core, first 
visually by nineteenth-century western artists then 
intellectually by twentieth-century Islamic art 
specialists, now awaits the delight of the general 
visitor. This new, fully revised edition of a popular 
and handy guide continues to walk the visitor 
around two hundred of the city's most interesting 
Islamic monuments. It also keeps pace with recent 
restoration initiatives and newly opened 
monuments.  
 

Caroline Williams, with 
graduate degrees in 
Middle Eastern history 
from Harvard and Islamic 
art and architecture from 
the American University in 
Cairo, has been a frequent 

resident/visitor of Cairo since 1961. 
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catalog page: 178 
 
A Tutankhamun coloring book! Embark on a 
colorful journey to reveal the hidden treasures of 
the famous ancient Egyptian pharaoh, 
Tutankhamun! Explore the extraordinary 
decorations of his elaborate tomb, spectacular 
funerary mask, ornate throne, dazzling jewelry, and 
more as you color the intricate artwork, revealing 
insights into the young king's life. Make 
Tutankhamun your own! Embellish and add your 
personal touch to the black-and-white line 
drawings to transform them into a unique colorful 
artwork, to frame and display in your home. Use 
your imagination to color, or follow the coloring 
tips and suggestions accompanying each art panel, 
including techniques for adding texture, shading, 
and depth. Appealing to all ages, ideal for adults to 
unwind and relax, and fun to share with the whole 
family.  
 

Dominique Navarro is an 
Emmy Award winning art 
director, natural history 
artist, and writer. She is the 
author and illustrator of the 
AUC Press Nature Foldouts 
series as well as Egypt's 
Wildlife: Past and Present 

and Ancient Egypt: An Artist's Coloring Book (both 
AUC Press, 2016). As a trained forensic artist, she 
produces illustrations and sculptural 
reconstructions of unidentified persons and 
ancient archaeological remains. She currently 
works in Egypt as an epigraphic artist.  

Fractured Destinies: A 
Novel 
al-Madhoun, Rabai 
Oxford University 
Press/The American 
University in Cairo Press 
9789774168628 
Translated by Paul 
Starkey.  
264 pages 
paperback 
$18.95  
Publish Date: 4/1/2018 
catalog page: 181 

 
Palestinian-Armenian Ivana eloped with a British 
doctor in the 1940s, in the midst of the Nakba, and 
emigrated to England. Over half a century later, her 
daughter Julie has been tasked with her dying wish: 
to take her ashes back to their old home in Acre. 
With her husband Walid, they leave London and 
embark on a journey back to their country of birth. 
Written in four parts, each as a concerto 
movement, Rabai al-Madhoun's pioneering new 
novel explores Palestinian exile, with all its complex 
loyalties and identities. Broad in scope and 
sweeping in its history, it lays bare the tragedy of 
everyday Palestinian life.  
 

Rabai al-Madhoun is a 
Palestinian writer and 
journalist, born in al-Majdal, in 
southern Palestine in 1945. His 
family went to Gaza during the 
Nakba in 1948 and he later 
studied at Cairo and 

Alexandria universities, before being expelled from 
Egypt in 1970 for his political activities. He is the 
author of the acclaimed The Lady from Tel Aviv, 
which was shortlisted for the International Prize for 
Arabic Fiction in 2010, and has worked for a 
number of Arabic newspapers and magazines, 
including al-Quds al-Arabi, Al-Hayat, and Al-Sharq 
Al-Awsat. He currently lives in London, in the UK.  
Paul Starkey, professor emeritus of Arabic at 
Durham University, won the 2015 Saif Ghobash 
Banipal Prize for Arabic Literary Translation.  
 
 



The Unexpected Love 
Objects of Dunya 
Noor: A Novel 
Haddad, Rana 
Oxford University 
Press/The American 
University in Cairo 
Press 
9789774168611 
240 pages 
paperback 
$18.95  
Publish Date: 
3/1/2018 
catalog page: 183 

 
Aspiring photographer Dunya Noor discovers early 
on that her curious spirit, rebellious nature, and 
very curly hair are a recipe for disaster in 1980s 
Syria. And at the tender age of thirteen, she is 
exiled to live with her grandparents in England. 
Many years later in London, she meets Hilal, the 
son of a humble tailor from Aleppo and no match 
for Dunya, daughter of the great heart surgeon 
Joseph Noor. But, dreamy, restless Dunya falls in 
love with Hilal and they decide to return to Syria 
together, embarking on a journey that will change 
them both forever. Rana Haddad's vivid and 
satirical debut novel captures the essence of life 
under the Assad dictatorship, in all its rigid 
absurdity. With humor and an unexpected 
playfulness, this is a story of love and light against 
the forces of conservatism and oppression.  
 
Rana Haddad grew up in Lattakia, Syria, moved to 
the UK as a teenager, and studied English 
Literature at Emmanuel College, Cambridge. She 
has since worked as a journalist for the BBC, C4, 
CNN and Al Jazeera, among others, and has also 
published poetry. The Unexpected Love Objects of 
Dunya Noor is her first novel. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tales of Yusuf Tadros: 
A Novel 
Esmat, Adel 
Oxford University 
Press/The American 
University in Cairo 
Press 
9789774168604 
Translated by Mandy 
McClure. 
216 pages 
paperback 
$17.95  
Publish Date: 4/1/2018 
catalog page: 184 

 
Tales of Yusuf Tadrus is set in the Egyptian Delta 
town of Tanta, and tells the story of a young Coptic 
artist from a humble background. It provides an 
intimate glimpse into Egyptian Christian life, and 
carefully tells of the struggles faced by an artist 
who seeks to remain true to his calling. Written 
with sensitivity and honesty, it addresses an array 
of social issues in Egypt's rapidly changing 
landscape, from fundamentalism to emigration.  
 

Born in the Gharbiya 
Governorate of Egypt in 1959, 
Adel Esmat graduated in 
philosophy from the Faculty of 
Arts of Cairo's Ain Shams 
University in 1984. He lives in 
Tanta, in the Nile Delta, and 

works as a library specialist in the Egyptian Ministry 
of Education. Mandy McClure is the translator of 
Arab Women Writers: A Critical Reference Guide 
(AUC Press, 2008) and co-translator of The 
Traditional Crafts of Egypt (AUC Press, 2016). She 
lives in Cairo. 
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Subhuman: The Moral 
Psychology of Human 
Attitudes to Animals 
Kasperbauer, T.J. 
Oxford University Press 
9780190695811 
248 pages 
hardcover 
$35.00  
Publish Date: 1/2/2018 
 
How do we decide 
what animals deserve 
and how we ought to 

treat them? To what extent are our attitudes 
towards animals embedded in our subconscious 
and immune to reason? The foundations of our 
moral attitudes to animals are more complex than 
many may appreciate. Subhuman takes an 
interdisciplinary approach to these questions, 
drawing from research in philosophy, 
neuroscience, psychology, law, history, sociology, 
economics, and anthropology, to unearth 
surprising revelations about human relationships 
with animals. T.J. Kasperbauer argues provocatively 
that behind our positive and negative attitudes to 
animals is an enduring concern that animals pose a 
threat to our humanness. Kasperbauer sets forth 
new and fascinating ways of thinking about our 
moral obligations to animals, and how we might 
correct them.  
 
T.J. Kasperbauer is a Visiting Researcher in the 
Department of Philosophy at George Washington 
University. He has published widely on the 
relevance of moral psychology to animals and the 
environment, covering topics such as climate 
change, sustainability, animal de-extinction, and 
animal welfare. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Abraham Lincoln and 
Karl Marx in Dialogue 
Kulikoff, Allan 
Oxford University 
Press 
9780190210809 
Dialogues in History 
152 pages 
paperback 
$18.95  
Publish Date: 
1/18/2018 
 
Abraham Lincoln and 

Karl Marx in Dialogue intersperses short selections 
from the two writers from their voluminous works, 
opening with an introduction that puts the ideas of 
the two men in the broad context of nineteenth-
century thought and politics. The volume excerpts 
Lincoln's and Marx's views on slavery (they both 
opposed it for different reasons), the Civil War 
(Marx claimed the war concerned slavery and 
should have as its goal abolition; Lincoln insisted 
that his goal was just the defeat of the 
Confederacy), and the opportunities American free 
men had to gain land and economic independence. 
Through this volume, readers will gain a firmer 
understanding of nineteenth-century labor 
relations throughout the Atlantic world: slavery 
and free labor; the interconnections between 
slave-made cotton and the exploitation of English 
proletarians; and the global impact of the American 
Civil War.  
 
Allan Kulikoff is the Abraham Baldwin Distinguished 
Professor in the Humanities Emeritus at the 
University of Georgia. He is the author of several 
books, including The Agrarian Origins of American 
Capitalism. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Neuroexistentialism: 
Meaning, Morals, and 
Purpose in the Age of 
Neuroscience 
Caruso, Gregg and 
Flanagan, Owen 
Oxford University Press 
9780190460730 
376 pages 
paperback 
$35.00  
Publish Date: 2/26/2018 
 

Existentialisms arise when the foundations of 
being, such as meaning, morals, and purpose come 
under assault. In the first-wave of existentialism, 
writings typified by Kierkegaard, Dostoevsky, and 
Nietzsche concerned the increasingly apparent 
inability of religion, and religious tradition, to 
support a foundation of being. Second-wave 
existentialism, personified philosophically by 
Sartre, Camus, and de Beauvoir, developed in 
response to similar realizations about the overly 
optimistic Enlightenment vision of reason and the 
common good. The third-wave of existentialism, a 
new existentialism, developed in response to 
advances in the neurosciences that threaten the 
last vestiges of an immaterial soul or self. Given the 
increasing explanatory and therapeutic power of 
neuroscience, the mind no longer stands apart 
from the world to serve as a foundation of 
meaning. This produces foundational anxiety. In 
Neuroexistentialism, a group of contributors that 
includes some of the world's leading philosophers, 
neuroscientists, cognitive scientists, and legal 
scholars, explores the anxiety caused by third-wave 
existentialism and possible responses to it. 
Together, these essays tackle our 
neuroexistentialist predicament, and explore what 
the mind sciences can tell us about morality, love, 
emotion, autonomy, consciousness, selfhood, free 
will, moral responsibility, law, the nature of 
criminal punishment, meaning in life, and purpose.  
 
Gregg D. Caruso is Associate Professor of 
Philosophy at SUNY Corning. Owen Flanagan is 
James B. Duke Professor of Philosophy at Duke 
University. 
 

The Complete Lyrics of 
Alan Jay Lerner 
McHugh, Dominic and 
Asch, Amy 
Oxford University Press 
9780190646738 
632 pages 
hardcover 
$45.00  
Publish Date: 3/1/2018 
 
Alan Jay Lerner wrote 

the lyrics for some of the most beloved musicals in 
Broadway and Hollywood history. Most notably, 
with composer Frederick Loewe he created 
enduring hits such as My Fair Lady, Gigi, Camelot, 
and Brigadoon. In The Complete Lyrics of Alan Jay 
Lerner, editors and annotators Dominic McHugh 
and Amy Asch bring all of Lerner's lyrics together 
for the first time, including numerous draft or 
alternate versions and songs cut from the shows. 
Compiled from dozens of archival collections, this 
invaluable resource and authoritative reference 
includes both Lerner's classic works and numerous 
discoveries, including his unproduced MGM movie 
Huckleberry Finn, selections from his college 
musicals, and lyrics from three different versions of 
Paint Your Wagon. This collection also includes 
extensive material from Lerner's two most 
ambitious musicals: Love Life, to music by Kurt 
Weill, and 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, which Lerner 
wrote with Leonard Bernstein.  
 
Dominic McHugh is Senior Lecturer in Musicology 
and Director of Performance at the University of 
Sheffield. His publications include the 
books Loverly: The Life and Times of My Fair 
Lady and Alan Jay Lerner: A Lyricist's Letters. He 
regularly appears on BBC TV and radio and has 
acted as a consultant to the Sydney Opera House's 
production of My Fair Lady, directed by Julie 
Andrews. Amy Asch is a musical theatre researcher 
and archivist. She compiled and annotated The 
Complete Lyrics of Oscar Hammerstein II and has 
done projects for the estate of Irving Berlin, the 
estate of Jonathan Larson (Rent), the Rodgers & 
Hammerstein Organization, and the Library of 
Congress. She is a longtime employee 
of Playbill and lives in New York. 



The Tumbleweed 
Society: Working and 
Caring in an Insecure 
Age 
Pugh, Allison J. 
Oxford University 
Press 
9780190868666 
280 pages 
paperback 
$19.95  
Publish Date: 
3/1/2018 
 
In The Tumbleweed 

Society, Allison Pugh offers a moving exploration of 
sacrifice, betrayal, defiance, and resignation, as 
people cope in a society where relationships and 
jobs seem to change constantly. Based on eighty in-
depth interviews with parents who have varied 
experiences of job insecurity and socio-economic 
status, Pugh finds most seem to accept job 
insecurity as inevitable but still try to bar that 
insecurity from infiltrating their home lives. Rigid 
expectations for enduring connections and 
uncompromising loyalty in their intimate 
relationships, however, can put intolerable strain 
on them, often sparking instability in the very social 
ties they yearn to protect. By shining a light on how 
we prepare ourselves and our children for an 
uncertain environment, Pugh gives us a detailed 
portrait of how we compel ourselves to adapt 
emotionally to a churning economy, and what 
commitment and obligation mean in an insecure 
age.  
 
Allison J. Pugh is Professor of Sociology at the 
University of Virginia. Her book Longing and 
Belonging: Parents, Children, and Consumer 
Culture won the William J. Goode Book Award from 
the American Sociological Association Section on 
Sociology of the Family, and the Distinguished 
Contribution Award from the ASA Section on 
Children and Youth. 
 
 
 
 

Soren Kierkegaard: 
Subjectivity, Irony, & the 
Crisis of Modernity 
Stewart, Jon 
Oxford University Press 
9780198785224 
240 pages 
paperback 
$21.95  
Publish Date: 3/4/2018 
 
Soren Kierkegaard: 
Subjectivity, Irony, and 
the Crisis of Modernity 

examines the thought of Soren Kierkegaard, a 
unique figure, who has inspired, provoked, 
fascinated, and irritated people ever since he 
walked the streets of Copenhagen. At the end of 
his life, Kierkegaard said that the only model he 
had for his work was the Greek philosopher 
Socrates. This work takes this statement as its 
point of departure. Jon Stewart explores what 
Kierkegaard meant by this and to show how 
different aspects of his writing and argumentative 
strategy can be traced back to Socrates. The main 
focus is The Concept of Irony, which is a key text at 
the beginning of Kierkegaard's literary career. 
Although it was an early work, it nevertheless 
played a determining role in his later development 
and writings. Indeed, it can be said that it laid the 
groundwork for much of what would appear in his 
later famous books such as Either/Or and Fear and 
Trembling.  
 
Jon Stewart is Associate Professor at the Soren 
Kierkegaard Research Centre, at the University of 
Copenhagen. He is the editor of the 
series Kierkegaard Research: Sources, Reception 
and Resources, Texts from Golden Age Denmark 
and Danish Golden Age Studies. He is the coeditor 
of the Kierkegaard Studies 
Yearbook and Kierkegaard Studies Monograph 
Series.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



Why Does Inequality 
Matter? 
Scanlon, T. M. 
Oxford University Press 
9780198812692 
192 pages 
hardcover 
$25.00  
Publish Date: 3/4/2018 
 
Inequality is widely 
regarded as morally 
objectionable: T. M. 

Scanlon investigates why it matters to us. Demands 
for greater equality can seem puzzling, because it 
can be unclear what reason people have for 
objecting to the difference between what they 
have and what others have, as opposed simply to 
wanting to be better off. This book examines six 
such reasons. Inequality can be objectionable 
because it arises from a failure of some agent to 
give equal concern to the interests of different 
parties to whom it is obligated to provide some 
good. It can be objectionable because it involves or 
gives rise to objectionable inequalities in status. It 
can be objectionable because it gives the rich 
unacceptable forms of control over the lives of 
those who have less. It can be objectionable 
because it interferes with the procedural fairness 
of economic institutions, or because it deprives 
some people of substantive opportunity to take 
part in those institutions. Inequality can be 
objectionable because it interferes with the 
fairness of political institutions. Finally, inequality 
in wealth and income can be objectionable because 
it is unfair: the institutional mechanisms that 
produce it cannot be justified in the relevant way. 
Scanlon's aims is to provide a moral anatomy of 
these six reasons, and the ideas of equality that 
they involve.  
 
T. M. Scanlon attended Princeton University (BA in 
Philosophy, 1962), studied at Oxford, Brasenose 
College, 1962-63, and then at Harvard University 
(PhD in Philosophy, 1968). Scanlon taught 
philosophy at Princeton 1966-1984, then at 
Harvard from 1984 until his retirement in 2016.  
 
 

Readers' Liberation 
The Literary Agenda 
Rose, Jonathan 
Oxford University Press 
9780198723554 
The Literary Agenda 
208 pages 
paperback 
$20.00  
Publish Date:  
3/11/2018 
 
The Literary Agenda is 
a series of short 

polemical monographs about the importance of 
literature and of reading in the wider world and 
about the state of literary education inside schools 
and universities. Some of the most important 
political battles of the twenty-first century have 
been fought--and will be fought--over the right to 
read. Will it be adequately protected by 
constitutional guarantees and freedom of 
information laws? Or will it be restricted by very 
wealthy individuals and very powerful institutions? 
And given increasingly sophisticated methods of 
publicity and propaganda, how much of what we 
read can we believe? This book surveys the history 
of independent sceptical reading, from antiquity to 
the present. It tells the stories of heroic efforts at 
self-education by disadvantaged people in all parts 
of the world. It analyzes successful reading 
promotion campaigns throughout history 
(concluding with Oprah Winfrey) and explains why 
they succeeded. It also explores some disturbing 
current trends, such as the reported decay of 
attentive reading, the disappearance of 
investigative journalism, 'fake news', the growth of 
censorship, and the pervasive influence of 
advertisers and publicists on the media--even on 
scientific publishing.  
 
Jonathan Rose, William R. Kenan Jr. Professor of 
History, Drew University Jonathan Rose is William 
R. Kenan Professor of History at Drew University. 
He edits the journal Book History, and he was the 
founding president of the Society for the History of 
Authorship, Reading, and Publishing (SHARP).  
 



Portraits from Life 
Modernist Novelists 
and Autobiography 
Boyd Maunsell, Jerome 
Oxford University Press 
9780198789369 
304 pages 
hardcover 
$25.00  
Publish Date: 
3/18/2018 
 
What happens when 

novelists write about their own lives directly, in 
memoirs and autobiographies, rather than in 
novels? How do they present themselves, and what 
do their self-portraits reveal? In a series of 
biographical case studies, Portraits from Life 
examines how seven canonical Modernist writers - 
Joseph Conrad, Ford Madox Ford, Henry James, 
Wyndham Lewis, Gertrude Stein, H.G. Wells, and 
Edith Wharton - depicted themselves in their 
memoirs and autobiographies during the first half 
of the twentieth century. Drawing on a range of 
life-writing sources in this innovative group 
portrait, Jerome Boyd Maunsell reconstructs the 
periods during which these authors worked on 
their memoirs, often towards the end of their lives, 
and shows how memoirs and autobiographies are 
just as artful as novels. The seven portraits in the 
book also create a rich network of encounters, as 
many of these writers knew each other, and wrote 
about each other in their reminiscences.  
 
Jerome Boyd Maunsell is a writer and critic based 
in London. His first book was a biography of Susan 
Sontag, published by Reaktion in 2014, and his 
essays have also appeared, among other 
publications, in frieze and the Times Literary 
Supplement. He received his BA from St Catherine's 
College, Oxford, his MA from UCL, and his PhD 
from King's College London. He was a Research 
Fellow in the Centre for Life-Writing Research at 
King's before taking up a Leverhulme Early Career 
Fellowship in the Department of English and 
Creative Writing at Kingston University, London. 
 
 
 

Consuming Identities: 
Visual Culture in 
Nineteenth-Century San 
Francisco 
Lippert, Amy DeFalco 
Oxford University Press 
9780190268978 
408 pages 
hardcover 
$34.95  
Publish Date: 4/2/2018 
 
Along with the rapid 
expansion of the 

market economy and industrial production 
methods, such innovations as photography, 
lithography, and steam printing created a pictorial 
revolution in nineteenth-century society. The 
proliferation of visual prints, ephemera, spectacles, 
and technologies transformed public values and 
perceptions, and its legacy was as significant as the 
print revolution that preceded it. Consuming 
Identities explores the significance of the pictorial 
revolution in one of its vanguard cities: San 
Francisco, the revolving door of the gold rush. In 
their correspondence, diaries, portraits, and 
reminiscences, thousands of migrants to the city by 
the Bay demonstrated that visual media 
constituted a central means by which people 
navigated the bewildering host of changes taking 
hold around them in the second half of the 
nineteenth century, from the spread of capitalism 
and class formation to immigration and 
urbanization. Images themselves were inextricably 
associated with these world-changing forces; they 
were commodities, but as representations of 
people, they also possessed special cultural 
qualities that gave them new meaning and 
significance.  
 
Amy DeFalco Lippert is an Assistant Professor of 
American History and the College at the University 
of Chicago. Her research and teaching focus on the 
cultural and social history of the United States in 
the 19th century, particularly Americans' mass 
production, consumption, and interaction with 
visual imagery and problems of perception. 
 
 



Kafka's The Trial: Philosophical Perspectives 
Hammer, Espen 
Oxford University Press 
9780190461447 
Oxford Studies in Philosophy and Lit 
304 pages 
paperback 
$29.95  
Publish Date: 4/2/2018 
 
Kafka's novel The Trial, written from 1914 to 1915 
and published in 1925, is a multi-faceted, 
notoriously difficult manifestation of European 
literary modernism, and one of the most 
emblematic books of the 20th Century. It tells the 
story of Josef K., a man accused of a crime he has 
no recollection of committing and whose nature is 
never revealed to him. The novel is often 
interpreted theologically as an expression of radical 
nihilism and a world abandoned by God. It is also 
read as a parable of the cold, inhumane rationality 
of modern bureaucratization. Like many other 
novels of this turbulent period, it offers a tragic 
quest-narrative in which the hero searches for 
truth and clarity (whether about himself, or the 
anonymous system he is facing), only to fall into 
greater and greater confusion. This collection of 
nine new essays and an editor's introduction brings 
together Kafka experts, intellectual historians, 
literary scholars, and philosophers in order to 
explore the novel's philosophical and theological 
significance.  
 
Espen Hammer is a Professor of Philosophy at 
Temple University, Philadelphia. A former 
Alexander von Humboldt Fellow at the University 
of Frankfurt, he has held professorships at the 
University of Essex (UK) and the University of Oslo, 
Norway, and been a Visiting Professor at the 
University of Pennsylvania and the New School for 
Social Research. He is the author of numerous 
books and articles. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Vineyards, Rocks, and 
Soils: The Wine Lover's 
Guide to Geology 
Maltman, Alex 
Oxford University Press 
9780190863289 
256 pages 
hardcover 
$34.95  
Publish Date: 4/2/2018 
 
Jurassic, basalt, moraine, 
flint, alluvial, magma: 

what are these words and what do they have to do 
with wine? The answers are here in this book. They 
are geological terms that reflect a bond between 
wine and the land. Understanding geology, 
however, is tricky. Geological concepts are 
obscure; processes can be imperceptibly slow, 
invisible, and unimaginably ancient. The 
terminology is formidable, such that even the 
names of common rocks carry an air of mystery. 
Geology is introduced plainly, starting with basic 
principles, all in the context of wine. The emphasis 
is on the kinds of processes that shape vineyards, 
and on the minerals, rocks and soils that host the 
vines. Geological words now commonly seen in 
wine writings are systematically explained. You will 
learn the stories behind some of the names, the 
human face of geology. The book also explores 
how the geology-wine connection manifests in the 
finished product and evaluates its importance, 
particularly in the contexts of minerality, terroir, 
and wine taste. The fact is that geology is 
increasingly being promoted in the world of wine; 
the aim here is to help it be properly understood.  
 
Alex Maltman is Emeritus Professor of Earth 
Sciences at Aberystwyth University, in Wales, U.K. 
Alongside a long and decorated research and 
teaching career in Geology, for over forty years he 
has grown vines and made wine as a hobby. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Story of Collapsing 
Stars Black Holes, 
Naked Singularities, 
and the Cosmic Play of 
Quantum Gravity 
Joshi, Pankaj S. 
Oxford University 
Press 
9780198818878 
240 pages 
paperback 
$19.95  
Publish Date: 
4/15/2018 
 

This book journeys into one of the most fascinating 
intellectual adventures of recent decades - 
understanding and exploring the final fate of 
massive collapsing stars in the universe. The issue 
is of great interest in fundamental physics and 
cosmology today, from both the perspective of 
gravitation theory and of modern astrophysical 
observations. This is a revolution in the making and 
may be intimately connected to our search for a 
unified understanding of the basic forces of nature, 
namely gravity that governs the cosmological 
universe, and the microscopic forces that include 
quantum phenomena. According to the general 
theory of relativity, a massive star that collapses 
catastrophically under its own gravity when it runs 
out of its internal nuclear fuel must give rise to a 
space-time singularity. Such singularities are 
regions in the universe where all physical 
quantities take their extreme values and become 
arbitrarily large. The singularities may be covered 
within a black hole, or visible to faraway observers 
in the universe. Thus, the final fate of a collapsing 
massive star is either a black hole or a visible naked 
singularity.  
 
Dr Pankaj S. Joshi works as a Senior Professor with 
the Tata Institute of Fundamental Research, 
Mumbai. His research is in the fields of gravitation 
and cosmology and he has published more than 
150 research papers as well as monographs and 
books on the subject.  
 

The Confucian Four 
Books for Women: A 
New Translation of the 
Nu Sishu and the 
Commentary of Wang 
Xiang 
Pang-White, Ann A. 
Oxford University Press 
9780190460891 
328 pages 
paperback 
$29.95  
Publish Date: 5/1/2018 
 

This volume brings the first English translation of 
the Confucian classics, Four Books for Women, to 
the English-speaking world with extensive 
commentary by the compiler, Wang Xiang, and 
annotations by the translator. Written by women 
for women's education, the Confucian Four Books 
for Women spanned the 1st to the 16th centuries, 
and encompassed Ban Zhao's Lessons for Women, 
Song Ruoxin's and Song Ruozhao's Analects for 
Women, Empress Renxiaowen's Teachings for the 
Inner Court, and Madame Liu's (Chaste Widow 
Wang's) Short Records of Models for Women. As a 
female counterpart to the famous Sishu (Four 
Books) compiled by Zhu Xi, Wang Xiang's N?? sishu 
was an indispensable primer for women's 
education from its publication in the 16th century 
until the beginning of the 20th century. This work 
provides an invaluable look at the long-standing 
history and evolution of Chinese women's writing, 
education, identity, and philosophical discourse, 
along with their struggles and triumphs, across the 
millenniums and numerous Chinese dynasties. This 
volume also comes with a substantial main 
introduction, additional introductions preceding 
each of the four books, and other helpful resources 
to acclimate the reader to the historical and 
cultural background in which each book is situated, 
to illustrate why these women wrote and how they 
empower women, and to bring the women to life 
as real, living people.  
 
Ann Pang-White is Professor of Philosophy and the 
Director of Asian Studies at the University of 
Scranton. 
 



Voices of Guinness: An Oral History of the Park 
Royal Brewery 
Strangleman, Tim 
Oxford University Press 
9780190645090 
Oxford Oral History Series 
352 pages 
hardcover 
$34.95  
Publish Date: 9/1/2018 
 
Imagine a workplace where workers enjoyed a 
well-paid job for life, one where they could start 
their day with a pint of stout and a smoke, and 
enjoy free meals in silver service canteens and 
restaurants. During their breaks they could explore 
acres of parkland planted with hundreds of trees 
and thousands of shrubs. Imagine after work a 
place where employees could play over thirty 
sports, join one of the theater groups or dozens of 
other clubs. Imagine a place where at the end of a 
working life you could enjoy a company pension 
from a scheme you had never contributed a penny 
to. Imagine working in buildings designed by an 
internationally renowned architect whose brief was 
to create a building that would last a century or 
two. This is no fantasy or utopian vision of work 
but just some aspects of the working conditions 
enjoyed by employees at the Guinness brewery 
established at Park Royal West London in the mid-
1930s. In this book, Tim Strangleman tells the story 
of the Guinness brewery at Park Royal, showing 
how the history of one plant tells us a much wider 
story about changing attitudes and understandings 
about work and the organization in the twentieth 
and early twenty-first centuries. Drawing on 
extensive oral history interviews with staff and 
management as well as a wealth of archival and 
photographic sources, the book shows how 
progressive ideas of workplace citizenship came 
into conflict with the pressure to adapt to new 
expectations about work and its organization. 
  
Tim Strangleman is Professor of Sociology at the 
University of Kent, Canterbury, and past President 
of the Working Class Studies Association. He has 
researched and written on a wide range of work 
places and industries, examining work culture, 
attachment, and loss.  
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Although early 
cinema has long been 

a key area of research in film studies, the origin and 
development of the horror film has been a 
neglected subject for what is arguably one of the 
world's most popular film genres. Using thousands 
of primary sources and long-unseen illustrations, 
The Birth of the American Horror Film examines a 
history that begins in colonial Salem, taking an 
interdisciplinary approach to explore the influence 
of horror-themed literature, theatre and visual 
culture in America, and how that context 
established an amorphous structural foundation 
for films produced between 1895 and 1915. 
Exhaustively researched, bridging scholarship on 
Horror Studies and Early Cinema, The Birth of the 
American Horror Film is the first major study 
dedicated to this vital but often overlooked 
subject.  
 
Gary D. Rhodes, Ph.D. is MA Convener for Film 
Studies at The Queen's University in Belfast, 
Northern Ireland. 
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Engaging with the critical frameworks of cultural 
geography, cartography, and the burgeoning field 
of oceanic studies Radical Romantics reformulates 
theories of colonization and empire in the 
Romantic period.  
 
Talissa Ford is Associate Professor at Temple 
University in Philadelphia, PA. 
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Taking a transnational approach to the study of 
contemporary genre production, Nordic Genre Film 
discusses a range of internationally celebrated 
examples from the increasingly popular 'Nordic 
noir' genre, from TV shows and films like The 
Bridge (2011) and Insomnia (1997) to high concept 
'video generation' productions such as Iron Sky 
(2012). Conceptualising Nordic genre film as an 
industrial and cultural phenomenon, other 
contributions focus on road movies, the horror 
film, autobiographical films, the quirky comedy, 
musicals, historical epics and pornography. 
Highlighting the similarities and differences 
between Nordic countries, as well as their often 
diverse production modes, this book works at the 
intersection of film and cultural studies to combine 
industrial perspectives and an in-depth discussion 
of specific films with a broad historical perspective 
on the production, distribution and reception of 
contemporary genre cinema.  
 
Tommy Gustafsson is Associate Professor in the 
Department of Film and Literature at Linnaeus 
University. He is the author of Masculinity in the 
Golden Age of Swedish Cinema: A Cultural Analysis 
of 1920s Films (2014) and co-editor of 
Transnational Ecocinema: Film Culture in an Era of 
Ecological Transformation (with Pietari Kääpä, 
2013). Pietari Kääpä is Lecturer in Media and 
Communications at University of Stirling.  
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In the popular imagination, 1930s Hollywood was a 
dream factory producing escapist movies to 
distract the American people from the greatest 
economic crisis in their nation's history. But while 
many films of the period conform to this 
stereotype, there were a significant number that 
promoted a message, either explicitly or implicitly, 
in support of the political, social and economic 
change broadly associated with President Franklin 
D. Roosevelt's New Deal programme. At the same 
time, Hollywood was in the forefront of challenging 
traditional gender roles, both in terms of movie 
representations of women and the role of women 
within the studio system. With case studies of 
actors like Shirley Temple, Cary Grant and Fred 
Astaire, as well as a selection of films that reflect 
politics and society in the Depression decade, this 
fascinating book examines how the challenges of 
the Great Depression impacted on Hollywood and 
how it responded to them.  
 
Iwan Morgan is Professor of US Studies and 
Commonwealth Fund Professor of American 
History at University College London. Philip John 
Davies, Director of the Eccles Centre for American 
Studies at the British Library, is the former 
President of the European Association for 
American Studies, and has also served as Chair of 
the American Politics Group of the UK, Chair of the 
UK Council of Area Studies Associations and Chair 
of the British Association for American Studies. 
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American Cinema in the 
Shadow of 9/11 is a 

ground-breaking collection of essays by some of 
the foremost scholars writing in the field of 
contemporary American film. Through a dynamic 
critical analysis of the defining films of the 
turbulent post-9/11 decade, the volume explores 
and interrogates the impact of 9/11 and the 'War 
on Terror' on American cinema and culture. In a 
vibrant discussion of films like American Sniper 
(2014), Zero Dark Thirty (2012), Spectre (2015), The 
Hateful Eight (2015), Lincoln (2012), The Mist 
(2007), Children of Men (2006), Edge of Tomorrow 
(2014) and Avengers: Age of Ultron (2015), noted 
authors Geoff King, Guy Westwell, John Shelton 
Lawrence, Ian Scott, Andrew Schopp, James 
Kendrick, Sean Redmond, Steffen Hantke and many 
others consider the power of popular film to 
function as a potent cultural artefact, able to both 
reflect the defining fears and anxieties of the 
tumultuous era, but also shape them in compelling 
and resonant ways.  
 
Terence McSweeney is Lecturer in the School of 
Media Arts and Technology, Southampton Solent 
University. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Hong Kong Neo-Noir 
Yau, Esther and 
Williams, Tony 
Oxford University 
Press/Edinburgh 
University Press 
9781474431989 
Edinburgh Studies in 
East Asian Film 
208 pages 
paperback 
$39.95  
Publish Date: 
3/1/2018 

 
The first comprehensive collection on Hong Kong 
neo-noir cinema, this book examines the way Hong 
Kong has developed its own unique version of noir 
since the late 1940s, while drawing upon and 
enriching global neo-noir cinemas. With a range of 
contributions from established and emerging 
scholars, this book illuminates the origins of Hong 
Kong neo-noir, its styles and contemporary 
manifestations, and its connection to mainland 
China before and after the 1997 Handover. Case 
studies include classics such as The Wild, Wild Rose 
(1960) and more recent films like Full Alert (1997), 
Exiled (2007) and Shinjuku Incident (2008). It 
provides a fresh look at the careers of iconic figures 
Johnnie To, Jackie Chan and Fruit Chan. By 
examining the films of emigre Shanghai directors, 
the cool women killers, the hybrids and noir 
cityscapes, Hong Kong Neo-Noir explores the 
complex connections between a vibrant cinema 
and global noir.  
 
Esther C. M. Yau teaches cinema studies in the 
School of Humanities at The University of Hong 
Kong. Tony Williams is Professor and Area Head of 
Film Studies, English Department, southern Illinois 
University at Carbondale. 
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For more than one thousand years Arab medicine 
held sway in the ancient world, from the shores of 
Spain in the West to China, India and Sri Lanka 
(Ceylon) in the East. This book explores the impact 
of Greek (as well as Indian and Persian) medical 
heritage on the evolution of Arab medicine and 
pharmacology, investigating it from the perspective 
of materia medica - a reliable indication of the 
contribution of this medical legacy. Focusing on the 
main substances introduced and traded by the 
Arabs in the medieval Mediterranean - including 
Ambergris, camphor, musk, myrobalan, nutmeg, 
sandalwood and turmeric - the authors show how 
they enriched the existing inventory of drugs 
influenced by Galenic-Arab pharmacology. Further, 
they look at how these substances merged with the 
development and distribution of new technologies 
and industries that evolved in the Middle Ages such 
as textiles, paper, dyeing and tanning, and with the 
new trends, demands and fashions regarding 
spices, perfumes, ornaments (gemstones) and 
foodstuffs some of which can be found in our 
modern-day food basket.  
 
Zohar Amar is Professor at the Department of Land 
of Israel Studies and Archeology; and Director of 
the Unit on the History of Medicine at Bar-Ilan 
University, Israel. Efraim Lev is a Professor at the 
Department of Israel Studies; and Head, The 
Interdisciplinary Center for the Broader Application 
of Genizah Research at the University of Haifa, 
Israel. 
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Gaston Bachelard (1884-1962) was a seminal figure 
in contemporary French philosophy. Together with 
Michel Foucault, Georges Canguilhem and Jean 
Cavaill?s, he shaped the 'French epistemological' 
school of philosophy of science. In France, 
Bachelard is a towering presence; in the English-
speaking world, he is little known. Now, Zbigniew 
Kotowicz gives us the first English language, in-
depth presentation of the entire spectrum of 
Bachelard's work: epistemology, poetic imagination 
and temporality. And he explores an old 
philosophical tradition that Bachelard's thought 
opens up - atomism - a doctrine that has been 
almost forgotten and is much misunderstood  
 
Zbigniew Kotowicz is Research Fellow at the Centre 
for Philosophy of Science of the University of 
Lisbon. He spent 15 years working as a clinical 
psychologist and psychotherapist, mostly with R. D. 
Laing's Philadelphia Association. Subsequently, he 
took a doctorate in philosophy at the University of 
Warwick. He was Wellcome Research Fellow in the 
History of Medicine in the Department of History, 
Goldsmiths, University of London. 
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Presents and contextualises extracts from the 
Historical Library of Diodorus There are only a few 
detailed histories of Persia from Ancient Greek 
historiography that have survived time. Diodorus of 
Sicily, a first century BC author, is the only one to 
have written a comprehensive history (the 
Bibliotheca Historica or Historical Library) in which 
more than cursory attention is paid to Persia. The 
Bibliotheca Historica covers the entire period from 
Persia's prehistory until the arrival of the Parthians 
from the East and that of Roman power 
throughout Asia Minor and beyond from the West, 
around 750 years after Assyrian rule ended. 
Diodorus' contribution to our knowledge of Persian 
history is therefore of great value for the modern 
historian of the Ancient Near East and in this book 
Jan Stronk provides the first complete translation 
of Diodorus' account of the history of Persia. He 
also examines and evaluates both Diodorus' 
account and the sources he used to compose his 
work, taking into consideration the historical, 
political and archaeological factors that may have 
played a role in the transmission of the evidence he 
used to acquire the raw material underlying his 
Bibliotheca.  
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Discover how 
Hobbes established 

the framework for modern political thought: 
liberalism originates in the Hobbesian theory of 
negative liberty; Hobbesian interest and contract 
are essential to contemporary discussions of the 
comportment of economic actors; and state 
sovereignty returns anew in the servility of the 
state.  
 
Yves Charles Zarka is Professor of Political 
Philosophy at the Universite Paris Descartes 
(Sorbonne), the general editor of Oeuvres de 
Hobbes (Vrin), and has also published La decision 
metaphysique de Hobbes (Vrin). He edits the 
journal Cites (PUF) and, among his works on 
contemporary political philosophy, has recently 
published Refaire l'Europe (PUF), Refonder le 
cosmopolitanisme (PUF), and L'inappropriabilite de 
la Terre (Armand Colin). James Griffith is Assistant 
Professor in the History of Political Thought at the 
Bratislava International School of Liberal Arts.  
 


