
Spring 2018 Picks of the List 
 

North Star Editions  
 

Keeper 
Chance, Kim 
North Star Editions/Flux 
9781635830125 
Ages: 14 - 18. Grades: 9 - 
12. 5.25 in x 8 in 
408 pages 
paperback 
$14.99  
Publish Date: 
1/30/2018 
 

 
 
When Lainey Styles, an SAT whiz and bookworm, 
discovers she’s a Keeper—a witch with the 
exclusive ability to wield a powerful spell book that 
has been stolen by a malevolent wizard—she is 
forced to leave her life of college prep and studying 
behind to prepare for the biggest test of all: 
stealing back the book. .  
 
When a 200-year-old witch attacks her, sixteen-
year-old bookworm Lainey Styles is determined to 
find a logical explanation. Even with the impossible 
staring her in the face, Lainey refuses to believe 
it—until she finds a photograph linking the witch to 
her dead mother. After consulting a psychic, Lainey 
discovers that she, like her mother, is a Keeper: a 
witch with the exclusive ability to unlock and wield 
the Grimoire, a dangerous but powerful spell book. 
But there’s a problem. The Grimoire has been 
stolen by a malevolent warlock who is desperate 
for a spell locked inside it—a spell that would allow 
him to siphon away the world’s magic. With the 
help of her comic-book-loving best friend and an 
enigmatic but admittedly handsome street fighter, 
Lainey must leave her life of college prep and 
studying behind to prepare for the biggest test of 
all: stealing back the book. 
 
 
 
 

The Girl and the Grove 
Smith, Eric 
North Star Editions/Flux 
9781635830187 
Ages: 14 - 18. Grades: 9 
- 12. 5.25 in x 8 in 
320 pages 
paperback 
$11.99  
Publish Date: 5/8/2018 
 
Author of Geek’s Guide 
to Love a bestseller. 
Adopted teen Leila 

discovers that her connection to nature and 
passion for environmental activism are part of her 
unique and magical genetic makeup, and a grove of 
trees that holds a mythical secret.  
 
Teenager Leila’s life is full of challenges. From 
bouncing around the foster care system to living 
with seasonal affective disorder and vitiligo, she’s 
never had an easy road. Leila keeps herself busy 
with her passion for environmental advocacy, 
monitoring the Urban Ecovists message board and 
joining a local environmental club with her best 
friend Sarika. And now that Leila has finally been 
adopted, she dares to hope her life will improve. 
But the voices in Leila’s head are growing louder by 
the day. Ignoring them isn’t working anymore. 
Something calls out to her from the grove at 
Fairmount Park. 
 

Eric Smith is a young adult 
author and literary agent who 
grew up in the wilds of New 
Jersey. When he isn't working 
on books (his and other 
peoples), he can be found 
writing about books for places 
like Book Riot and Paste 
Magazine. He lives with his 

wife, Nena, and their legion of small furry animals.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



Finding Earthlike 
Planets 
Kruesi, Liz 
North Star 
Editions/Focus 
Readers 
9781635175677 
Destination Space. 
Ages: 9 - 12. Grades: 
4 - 6. 7 in x 9 in 
48 pages 
paperback 

$9.95  
Publish Date: 1/1/2018 
 
Explores scientists' thrilling quest to find Earthlike 
planets. Engaging text, vibrant photos, and 
informative infographics help readers learn about 
this important advancement in exploring space, as 
well as the people and technology that made it 
possible. 
 
 
 

Missions to Mars 
Vogt, Gregory L.  
North Star 
Editions/Focus Readers 
9781635175684 
Destination Space. 
Ages: 9 - 12. Grades: 4 - 
6. 7 in x 9 in 
48 pages 
paperback 
$9.95  
Publish Date: 1/1/2018 

 
Explores scientists' thrilling quest to send 
spacecraft to Mars. Engaging text, vibrant photos, 
and informative infographics help readers learn 
about this important advancement in exploring 
space, as well as the people and technology that 
made it possible. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Space Stations 
Hogan, Christa C. 
North Star 
Editions/Focus 
Readers 
9781635175714 
Destination Space. 
Ages: 9 - 12. Grades: 4 
- 6. 7 in x 9 in 
48 pages 
paperback 
$9.95  

Publish Date: 1/1/2018 
 
Explores scientists' thrilling quest to create space 
stations. Engaging text, vibrant photos, and 
informative infographics help readers learn about 
this important advancement in exploring space, as 
well as the people and technology that made it 
possible. 
 
 
 
 

Archaeopteryx 
Hirsch, Rebecca E. 
North Star 
Editions/Focus 
Readers 
9781635175745 
Finding Dinosaurs. 
Ages: 8 - 11. Grades: 3 
- 5. 7 in x 9 in 
32 pages 
paperback 
$9.95  

Publish Date: 1/1/2018 
 
Explores what scientists have uncovered about 
Archaeopteryx. Colorful photos and illustrations 
help bring each dinosaur to life as easy-to-read text 
guides readers through important discoveries 
about its appearance, diet, and habitat. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Diplodocus 
Hirsch, Rebecca E. 
North Star 
Editions/Focus 
Readers 
9781635175752 
Finding Dinosaurs. 
Ages: 8 - 11. Grades: 3 
- 5. 7 in x 9 in 
32 pages 
paperback 
$9.95  

Publish Date: 1/1/2018 
 
Explores what scientists have uncovered about 
Diplodocus. Colorful photos and illustrations help 
bring each dinosaur to life as easy-to-read text 
guides readers through important discoveries 
about its appearance, diet, and habitat. 
 
 

Iguanodon 
Hirsch, Rebecca E. 
North Star 
Editions/Focus Readers 
9781635175769 
Finding Dinosaurs. 
Ages: 8 - 11. Grades: 3 - 
5. 7 in x 9 in 
32 pages 
paperback 
$9.95  
Publish Date: 1/1/2018 

 
Explores what scientists have uncovered about 
Iguanodon. Colorful photos and illustrations help 
bring each dinosaur to life as easy-to-read text 
guides readers through important discoveries 
about its appearance, diet, and habitat. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Spinosaurus 
Bell, Samantha S. 
North Star 
Editions/Focus 
Readers 
9781635175776 
Finding Dinosaurs. 
Ages: 8 - 11. Grades: 3 
- 5. 7 in x 9 in 
32 pages 
paperback 
$9.95  

Publish Date: 
1/1/2018 
 
Explores what scientists have uncovered about 
Spinosaurus. Colorful photos and illustrations help 
bring each dinosaur to life as easy-to-read text 
guides readers through important discoveries 
about its appearance, diet, and habitat. 
 

Stegosaurus 
Bell, Samantha 
North Star 
Editions/Focus Readers 
9781635175783 
Finding Dinosaurs. 
Ages: 8 - 11. Grades: 3 - 
5. 7 in x 9 in 
32 pages 
paperback 
$9.95  
Publish Date: 1/1/2018 

 
Explores what scientists have uncovered about 
Stegosaurus. Colorful photos and illustrations help 
bring each dinosaur to life as easy-to-read text 
guides readers through important discoveries 
about its appearance, diet, and habitat. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Triceratops 
Bell, Samantha 
North Star 
Editions/Focus Readers 
9781635175790 
Finding Dinosaurs. 
Ages: 8 - 11. Grades: 3 
- 5. 7 in x 9 in 
32 pages 
paperback 
$9.95  
Publish Date: 1/1/2018 

 
Explores what scientists have uncovered about 
Triceratops. Colorful photos and illustrations help 
bring each dinosaur to life as easy-to-read text 
guides readers through important discoveries 
about its appearance, diet, and habitat. 
 
 

Tyrannosaurus rex 
Hirsch, Rebecca E. 
North Star 
Editions/Focus 
Readers 
9781635175806 
Finding Dinosaurs. 
Ages: 8 - 11. Grades: 3 
- 5. 7 in x 9 in 
32 pages 
paperback 
$9.95  

Publish Date: 1/1/2018 
 
Explores what scientists have uncovered about 
Tyrannosaurus rex. Colorful photos and 
illustrations help bring each dinosaur to life as 
easy-to-read text guides readers through important 
discoveries about its appearance, diet, and habitat. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Velociraptor 
Peterson, Sheryl 
North Star 
Editions/Focus Readers 
9781635175813 
Finding Dinosaurs. 
Ages: 8 - 11. Grades: 3 
- 5. 7 in x 9 in 
32 pages 
paperback 
$9.95  
Publish Date: 1/1/2018 

 
Explores what scientists have uncovered about 
Velociraptor. Colorful photos and illustrations help 
bring each dinosaur to life as easy-to-read text 
guides readers through important discoveries 
about its appearance, diet, and habitat. 
 
 

California’s Redwood 
Forest 
Mihaly, Christy 
North Star 
Editions/Focus 
Readers 
9781635175844 
Natural Wonders of 
the World. Ages: 8 - 
11. Grades: 3 - 5. 7 in 
x 9 in 
32 pages 

paperback 
$9.95  
Publish Date: 1/1/2018 
 
Explore the past, present, and future of California's 
Redwood Forest. Beautiful photos, fact-filled text, 
and engaging infographics help readers learn all 
about this natural wonder and how to protect it 
long into the future. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Grand Canyon 
Kraft Rector, Rebecca 
North Star 
Editions/Focus 
Readers 
9781635175851 
Natural Wonders of 
the World. Ages: 8 - 
11. Grades: 3 - 5. 7 in 
x 9 in 
32 pages 
paperback 

$9.95  
Publish Date: 1/1/2018 
 
Explore the past, present, and future of the Grand 
Canyon. Beautiful photos, fact-filled text, and 
engaging infographics help readers learn all about 
this natural wonder and how to protect it long into 
the future. 
 

The Debate about 
Legalizing Marijuana 
Ventura, Marne 
North Star 
Editions/Focus 
Readers 
9781635175943 
Pros and Cons. Ages: 9 
- 12. Grades: 4 - 6. 7 in 
x 9 in 
48 pages 
paperback 

$9.95  
Publish Date: 1/1/2018 
 
Provides a thorough overview of the major pros 
and cons of legalizing marijuana. Readable text, 
interesting sidebars, and illuminating infographics 
invite readers to jump in and join the debate. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Debate about 
Playing Video Games 
Seigel, Rachel 
North Star 
Editions/Focus 
Readers 
9781635175967 
Pros and Cons. Ages: 9 
- 12. Grades: 4 - 6. 7 in 
x 9 in 
48 pages 
paperback 

$9.95  
Publish Date: 1/1/2018 
 
Provides a thorough overview of the major pros 
and cons of playing video games. Readable text, 
interesting sidebars, and illuminating infographics 
invite readers to jump in and join the debate. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


