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Ohio University Press  
 
A Death in Bali: A Jenna Murphy Mystery 
Tingley, Nancy 
Ohio University Press/Swallow Press 
9780804011969 
328 pages 
hardcover 
$26.95  
Publish Date: 3/1/2018 
catalog page: 5 
 
Intrepid young curator-cum-private eye Jenna 
Murphy—whom readers first met in A Head in 
Cambodia—goes to the tourist town of Ubud to 
study early 20th century Balinese painting. But her 
first discovery when she arrives in Indonesia is the 
speared body of expat artist Flip Hendricks. She 
soon is working with an old friend, a detective for 
the Ubud police force, to seek the killer. Jenna 
suspects the motive for the killing has to do with 
Flip’s paintings. Detective Wayan Tyo is not so sure. 
Is Jenna right, or are there other forces at work in 
this paradise overrun with tourists? The threats to 
Jenna’s safety pile up, until she can no longer deny 
that her life is in danger. Her entanglement with 
various men only clouds her judgment and 
complicates the situation. A Death in Bali is the 
second volume in the Jenna Murphy Mystery 
Series. Nancy Tingley draws on her own extensive 
experience as a scholar of Asian art to bring the 
armchair traveller another adventure with the 

indefatigable Jenna, as 
well as an immersive, 
inside view of the art 
world. 
 
Nancy Tingley is an 
independent art 
historian and consultant 
with a specialty in Asian 
art. She has worked 

extensively in the art world and as a museum 
curator. 
  
author location: Sausalito CA  

Marta: A Novel 
Orzeszkowa, Eliza 
Ohio University Press 
9780821423134 
Series: Polish and 
Polish American 
Studies 
224 pages 
hardcover 
$32.95  
Publish Date: 
7/1/2018 
catalog page: 7 
 

Eliza Orzeszkowa was a trailblazing Polish novelist 
who, alongside Leo Tolstoy and Henryk Sienkiewicz, 
was a finalist for the 1905 Nobel Prize in literature. 
Of her many works of social realism, Marta (1873) 
is among the best known, but until now has not 
been available in English. An easy peer of The 
Awakening and A Doll’s House, the novel was well 
ahead of the English literature of its time in 
attacking the ways the labor market failed women. 
Suddenly widowed, the previously middle-class 
Marta Świcka is left penniless and launched into a 
grim battle for her survival and that of her small 
daughter. As she applies for job after job in 
Warsaw―portrayed here as an every-city, an 
unforgiving commercial landscape that could be 
any European metropolis of the time―she is told 
time after time that only men will be hired, that 
men need jobs because they are fathers and heads 
of families. Marta burns with Orzeszkowa’s 
feminist conviction that sexism was not just an 
annoyance but a threat to the survival of women 
and children.  
 

Eliza Orzeszkowa (1841–1910) 
is one of the most prolific and 
esteemed Polish nineteenth-
century prose writers. She was 
nominated twice for the Nobel 
Prize in Literature: in 1905 and 
in 1909. Her influence on the 
Polish literary life was 

enormous. She inspired Stefan Żeromski, 
Władysław Reymont, Maria Dąbrowska, and many 
Polish female writers with her writing and her 
social justice work.  



Dolores Huerta Stands 
Strong: The Woman 
Who Demanded Justice 
Brill, Marlene Targ 
Ohio University Press 
9780821423301 
Series: Biographies for 
Young Readers 35 
136 pages 
paperback 
$14.95  
Publish Date: 7/1/2018 
catalog page: 10 
 

Today, we know Dolores Huerta as the cofounder, 
with Cesar Chavez, of the National Farmworkers 
Association, which later became the United Farm 
Workers of America. We know her as a tireless 
advocate for the rights of farmworkers, Mexican 
American immigrants, women, and LGBTQ 
populations. And we know her as the recipient of 
the Presidential Medal of Freedom from Barack 
Obama in 2012. Before all that, though, Huerta was 
a child in the farming community of Stockton, 
California, and then a teenager whose teachers 
underestimated her because she was Chicana. 
When she became a teacher herself, she witnessed 
her students coming to school shoeless and 
hungry. Many took days off from school to work in 
the farm fields to help feed their families. What 
could she do to help them? A young mother at the 
time, Huerta quit her teaching job to organize their 
parents. That began her journey to educate a 
nation about who produces our food and the 
conditions under which they work. Dolores Huerta 
Stands Strong follows Huerta’s life from the mining 
communities of the Southwest where her father 
toiled, to the vineyards and fields of California, and 
across the country to the present day. As she 
worked for fair treatment for others, Dolores 
earned the nation’s highest honors. More 
important, she found her voice. 
 
Marlene Targ Brill is an award-winning author of 
books for all ages. She especially seeks to write 
women into history and tell stories of the 
undersung.  
 

Inventing Pollution: 
Coal, Smoke, and 
Culture in Britain since 
1800 
Thorsheim, Peter 
Ohio University Press 
9780821423110 
320 pages 
paperback 
$26.95  
Publish Date: 
1/11/2018 
catalog page: 16 
 

 
"Inventing Pollution is a valuable reminder that air 
pollution was causing environmental, medical, and 
political controversies long before it became a 
focus for protests and regulations in the 1960s. By 
tracing the many responses to 'smoke pollution' in 
the first industrial nation over the past two 
centuries, Peter Thorsheim has established himself 
as a leading environmental historian of modern 
Britain. His book will be of wide interest on both 
sides of the Atlantic."—William Cronon, author of 
Changes in the Land: Indians, Colonists, and the 
Ecology of New England and Uncommon Ground: 
Rethinking the Human Place in Nature. 
 
Peter Thorsheim is an assistant professor of history 
at the University of North Carolina at Charlotte. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Beep: Inside the 
Unseen World of 
Baseball for the Blind 
Wanczyk, David 
Ohio University 
Press/Swallow Press 
9780804011891 
224 pages 
hardcover 
$26.95  
Publish Date: 
1/9/2018 
catalog page: 18 
 
previously announced 

 
In Beep, David Wanczyk illuminates the sport of 
blind baseball to show us a remarkable version of 
America’s pastime. With balls tricked out to beep 
three times per second like a troubling EKG and 
with bases that buzz, beep baseball is both 
innovative and intensely competitive. And when 
the best beep baseball team in America, the Austin 
Blackhawks, takes on its international rival, Taiwan 
Homerun, no one’s thinking about disability. What 
we find are athletes playing their hearts out for a 
championship. Wanczyk follows teams around the 
world and even joins them on the field to produce 
a riveting inside narrative about the game and its 
players. Can Austin’s Lupe Perez overcome his 
temper and lead his team to victory? Can Ethan 
Johnston, kidnapped and intentionally blinded as a 
child in Ethiopia, find a new home in beep 
baseball? Will Taiwan’s MVP Ching-kai Chen—the 
looker who is suspected of having better vision 
than he claims—keep up his incredible play as he 
fights legal troubles at home? Do players come to 
terms with their blindness through the game, or 
does it inflame their close-to-the-surface 
frustration about their disability? Beep is the first 
book about blind baseball. 
 

David Wanczyk grew up a 
Red Sox fan and once gave 
up twenty-seven runs in an 
inning before realizing he’d 
never make it to Fenway 

Park—or varsity. He’s coped with that by writing on 
novel sports. 

Requiem and Poem 
without a Hero 
Akhmatova, Anna 
Ohio University 
Press/Swallow Press 
9780804011952 
78 pages 
paperback 
$12.95  
Publish Date: 
2/1/2018 
catalog page: 20 
 
Anna Akhmatova 
(1889–1666) is one of 

Russia’s greatest poets, and perhaps the greatest 
woman poet in the history of Western culture. The 
two long poems included in this volume are the 
major works of Akhmatova’s majestic maturity. 
Both express her response to life under the 
Stalinist Terror: Requiem, a single, heart-rending 
cry; Poem Without a Hero, a symphonic, highly 
allusive work linking Stalinist Leningrad with Tsarist 
Petersburg, whose composition occupied the poet, 
obsessively, over the last twenty-five years of her 
life. The achievement of these two masterpieces, 
under conditions of officially imposed silence and 
terrible suffering, verifies a prophecy made even 
before the Revolution by her friend the poet 
Mandelstam, that she would become “a symbol of 
Russia’s grandeur.” D.M. Thomas brings the two 
poems together for the first time in one volume in 
English. His version of Poem Without a Hero is the 
first ever complete and full-scale English verse 
translation. He employs all his poetic talent in 
uniquely impressive and powerful versions that pay 
full attention to the kaleidoscopic variety of effects 
of the originals. His introduction and notes 
concisely and absorbingly pinpoint the problems 
facing the English translator of Akhmatova’s 
poetry. 

 
Anna Akhmatova (1889–1966) is 
an iconic figure of twentieth-
century Russian literature and one 
of her era’s great poets. Her work 
has been translated into many 
languages. 
 



Robert Mugabe 
Onslow, Sue and Plaut, 
Martin 
Ohio University Press 
9780821423240 
Series: Ohio Short Histories 
of Africa 12 
208 pages 
paperback 
$14.95  
Publish Date: 6/1/2018 
catalog page: 25 
 

Zimbabwe’s President Robert Mugabe is an African 
leader who sharply divides opinion. As man and 
leader he has come to embody the contradictions 
of his country’s history and political culture: as a 
symbol of African liberation, he remains respected 
and revered by many on the African continent; this 
heroic status contrasts sharply, in the eyes of his 
detractors, with repeated cycles of gross human 
rights violations, capital flight, and mass emigration 
precipitated by the policies of his government, and 
his demonic image in Western media. In this short 
biography, intended for a general audience, Sue 
Onslow and Martin Plaut explain Mugabe’s 
formative experiences as a child and young man; 
his role as an admired Afro-nationalist leader in the 
struggle against white settler rule; and his 
evolution into a political manipulator and 
survivalist. They also address the emergence of 
political opposition to his leadership and the 
uneasy period of coalition government. Ultimately, 
they reveal the complexity of the man who led 
Zimbabwe for its first four decades of 
independence. 
 
Sue Onslow is Deputy Director of the Institute of 
Commonwealth Studies, School of Advanced Study 
at the University of London. She has written widely 
on British foreign policy and decolonization, and 
southern Africa in the Cold War era. Martin Plaut is 
Senior Research Fellow at the Institute of 
Commonwealth Studies, School of Advanced Study 
at the University of London. He was Africa editor, 
BBC World Service News, until 2013. He has since 
published three books on South Africa and Eritrea.  
 
 

Albert Luthuli 
Vinson, Robert Trent 
Ohio University Press 
9780821423288 
Series: Ohio Short Histories 
of Africa 11 
224 pages 
paperback 
$14.95  
Publish Date: 8/1/2018 
catalog page: 26 
 

In an excellent addition to the Ohio Short Histories 
of Africa series, Robert Trent Vinson recovers the 
important but largely forgotten story of Albert 
Luthuli, Africa’s first Nobel Peace Prize winner and 
president of the African National Congress from 
1952 to 1967. One of the most respected African 
leaders, Luthuli linked South African antiapartheid 
politics with other movements, becoming South 
Africa’s leading advocate of Mahatma Gandhi’s 
nonviolent civil disobedience techniques. He also 
framed apartheid as a crime against humanity and 
thus linked South African antiapartheid struggles 
with international human rights campaigns. Unlike 
previous studies, this book places Luthuli and the 
South African antiapartheid struggle in new global 
contexts, and aspects of Luthuli’s leadership that 
were not previously publicly known: Vinson is the 
first to use new archival evidence, numerous oral 
interviews, and personal memoirs to reveal that 
Luthuli privately supported sabotage as an 
additional strategy to end apartheid. This 
multifaceted portrait will be indispensable to 
students of African history and politics and 
nonviolence movements worldwide. 
 
Robert Trent Vinson is the Frances L. and Edwin L. 
Cummings Associate Professor of History, Africana 
Studies and International Relations at the College 
of William and Mary. He is the author of The 
Americans Are Coming!: Dreams of African 
American Liberation in Segregationist South Africa. 
 
 
 
 
 



Hip-Hop in Africa: 
Prophets of the City 
and Dustyfoot 
Philosophers 
Clark, Msia Kibona 
Ohio University Press 
9780896803190 
312 pages 
paperback 
$29.95  
Publish Date: 
5/1/2018 
catalog page: 28 
 
Throughout Africa, 

artists use hip-hop both to describe their lives and 
to create shared spaces for uncensored social 
commentary, feminist challenges to patriarchy, and 
resistance against state institutions, while at the 
same time engaging with the global hip-hop 
community. In Hip-Hop in Africa, Msia Kibona Clark 
examines some of Africa's biggest hip-hop scenes 
and shows how hip-hop helps us understand 
specifically African narratives of social, political, 
and economic realities. Clark looks at the use of 
hip-hop in protest, both as a means of articulating 
social problems and as a tool for mobilizing 
listeners around those problems. She also details 
the spread of hip-hop culture in Africa following its 
emergence in the United States, assessing the 
impact of urbanization and demographics on the 
spread of hip-hop culture. Hip-Hop in Africa is a 
tribute to a genre and its artists as well as a timely 
examination that pushes the study of music and 
diaspora in critical new directions. Accessibly 
written by one of the foremost experts on African 
hip-hop, this book will easily find its place in the 
classroom. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dr. Msia Kibona 
Clark is an Assistant 
Professor of African 
Studies Howard 
University. Her 
research focuses on 
African migration & 

identity, as well as on hip hop’s intersections with 
social change & politics in Africa. She also produces 
the Hip Hop African blog & monthly podcast hosted 
at hiphopafrican.com. The blog and podcast are 
also used as forms of pedagogy in the course she 
developed, Hip Hop and Social Change in Africa. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 


