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Swimming With Seals 
De Vries, Maggie 
Orca Book Publishers 
9781459813212 
Illustrated by Janice 
Kun. 4 - 8 years.  
32 pages 
hardcover 
$19.95  
Publish Date: 
4/10/2018 

catalog page: 8 
 
Ally isn't able to live with her mother. Instead she 
lives far, far away, on the other side of the country, 
with her gram and great-aunt. But one summer Ally 
goes to stay with her aunt and uncle in the big city 
by the ocean and gets to spend time with her 
mom. While exploring the shore, watching whales 
from the boat dipping into the salty water, Ally 
finds out something important: her mother loves to 
swim as much as she does. This is a very personal 
story. Ally is based on the author's niece, Jeanie, 
and Ally's mother is based on the author's sister, 
Sarah, who went missing from the Downtown 
Eastside of Vancouver in 1998. Jeanie is like a seal 
in the water, and Sarah was just the same, but they 
never got to swim together. In this story, they do. 
Swimming with Seals is a story that was written for 
the thousands of children who long to live with 
their birth parents and will never fully understand 
why they can't.  
 
Maggie de Vries is the author of many books for 

children and one book for 
adults. She teaches in the 
Creative Writing Program at 
UBC, runs writing workshops, 
and coaches and mentors 
writers. Janice Kun is an 
illustrator whose work is a 
distinctive multimedia blend of 

drawing, collage, digital and photographic 
elements.  

Harry's Hiccups 
Little, Jean 
Orca Book Publishers 
9781459815629 
Illustrated by Joe 
Weissmann. 4 - 8 
years.  
32 pages 
hardcover 
$19.95  
Publish Date: 4/3/2018 

catalog page: 9 
 
Harry tries and tries to get rid of his hiccups. He 
tries drinking a glass of water upside down, he tries 
putting an ice-cold key down his back, he gleefully 
tries eating a spoonful of sugar. But nothing works! 
In this charming picture book, written by children's 
literature legend Jean Little and illustrated by 
award-winning illustrator Joe Weissmann, Harry is 
afflicted with a case of the hopeless hiccups. It's 
not until Harry has a surprise encounter with a 
different sort of neighbor that it seems like Harry 
might finally get some relief...hiccup, hiccup... 
Editorial Reviews Book Description Poor Harry has 
a case of the hopeless hiccups! 
 

Born in Taiwan, celebrated 
children's author Jean Little grew 
up in Ontario and graduated from 
the University of Toronto with an 
honors degree in English. A 

member of the Order of Canada, Little has received 
six honorary degrees and was awarded the Queen's 
Diamond Jubilee Medal in 2012. Her books have 
won numerous awards, including a Canada Council 
Children's Literature Award (now known as the 
Governor General's Literary Award, a CLA Book of 
the Year, the Little, Brown Children's Book Award, 
the Vicky Metcalf Award and a Boston Globe-Horn 
Book Honor Award. Joe Weissmann was born in 
Austria and came to Canada at the age of eleven. 
He studied art at the Museum of Fine Arts and 
Concordia University in Montreal and taught 
illustration at Sheridan College for six years. An 
award-winning illustrator, Joe works for book and 
magazine publishers in Canada and the United 
States. 
 



Whale Child 
Simpson, Caroll 
(Artist) 
Orca Book 
Publishers/Heritage 
House Publishing 
9781772031638 

5 - 8 years. Coastal Spirit Tales 
32 pages 
paperback 
$12.95  
Publish Date: 1/9/2018 
catalog page: 13 
 
Whale Child tells the story of a little girl who is 
separated from her family and village after a 
natural disaster. Escaping the shoreline in a canoe, 
she is swept far out to sea but discovers that she is 
not alone. A gray whale is quietly guiding her to a 
secluded bay where many of her kind have 
gathered to welcome the new generation. Here, 
the gray whale gives birth to a daughter, and when 
the baby whale draws her first breath, she absorbs 
the spirit of the lost little girl. As one, the whale 
and the girl find their way back to the girl's village, 
where the girl, now strengthened by the spirit of 
the whale, is reunited with her family. Editorial 
Reviews Book Description New in paperback: An 
enchanting picture book inspired by the mythical 
and natural world of the Pacific coast of North 
America. 
 

Caroll Simpson is the 
author and illustrator of 
Coastal Spirit Tales, an 
acclaimed series of 
children's picture books 
that celebrates and takes 
inspiration from the art, 
mythology and 

environment of the Pacific Northwest, as well as 
board books for younger children, including 
Creatures of the Land and Sky and Creatures of the 
Sea. Caroll is also an educator who taught 
Indigenous art and drama to elementary 
schoolchildren for over twenty years. She lives in 
Granisle, British Columbia. 
 
 

The Walking Bathroom 
Grant, Shauntay 
Orca Book 
Publishers/Nimbus 
Publishing 
9781771085564 
Illustrated by Erin 
Bennett Banks. 4 - 8 
years.  
32 pages 
hardcover 
$22.95  

Publish Date: 3/1/2018 
catalog page: 17 
 
It's Halloween, and Amayah doesn't have a 
costume to wear to school. She dressed as a ghost 
for the last three years in a row, witches are 
overdone, and fairies are not her style. She wants 
to be something different, something creative, 
something no one else in the world has ever been 
in the history of Halloween... The Walking 
Bathroom is the newest book from award-winning 
author and poet Shauntay Grant, with fun, eye-
catching artwork from Erin Bennett Banks. This 
imaginative tale is bound to inspire some unique 
costumes and become a Halloween favorite! 
 

Shauntay Grant is a writer 
and performance artist. She 
is the author of several 
award-winning books for 
children and served as 
Halifax's poet laureate from 
2009 to 2011. Her other 
honors include a Poet of 
Honour prize from Spoken 

Word Canada and a Joseph S. Stauffer Prize in 
Writing and Publishing. She currently teaches 
creative writing at Dalhousie University. For more 
information, visit www.shauntaygrant.com. Erin 
Bennett Banks's distinct artistic style has earned 
her recognition in The New York Times, the 
Oppenheim Toy Portfolio and the Gustavus Myers 
Center. She is the illustrator of several books for 
children and currently lives in Charleston, South 
Carolina.  
 
 



Ten Cents a Pound 
Tran-Davies, Nhung 
Orca Book 
Publishers/Second 
Story Press 
9781772600568 
Illustrated by Josée 
Bisaillon. 7 - 10 years.  
24 pages 
hardcover 
$18.95  
Publish Date: 

4/18/2018 
catalog page: 22 
 
A young girl and her mother have a loving, 
passionate conversation with each other. The girl is 
torn between her desire to stay home with her 
family and the familiarity of their village, and her 
desire to go to school and discover the world 
beyond the mountains that surround them. Every 
time the girl insists that she will stay, her mother 
repeats that she must go, that there is more to life 
than the labor in the coffee trees. 
 

 
Nhung N. Tran-Davies is a physician and founder of 
the Children of Vietnam Benevolent Foundation. 
She has been a speaker at the UN's International 
Organization for Migration conference in Geneva 
as part of its I am a Migrant campaign to help 
reduce hate speech and promote tolerance. Josée 
Bisaillon has illustrated more than twenty-five 
children's books, created numerous editorial 
illustrations for magazines and newspapers and 
been shortlisted for the Governor General's 
Literary Award twice. She lives outside of Montréal, 
Québec, with her family.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Black Chuck 
McDonell, Regan 
Orca Book Publishers 
9781459816305 
12 - 16 years.  
304 pages 
paperback 
$14.95  
Publish Date: 4/3/2018 
catalog page: 41 
 
Psycho. Sick. Dangerous. 

Réal Dufresne's reputation precedes him. When 
the mangled body of his best friend, Shaun, turns 
up in a field just east of town, tough-as-hell Réal 
blames himself. But except for the nightmares, all 
Ré remembers is beating the living crap out of 
Shaun the night of his death. Shaun's girlfriend, 
sixteen-year-old Evie Hawley, keeps her feelings 
locked up tight. But now she's pregnant, and the 
father of her baby is dead. And when Réal looks to 
her to atone for his sins, everything goes sideways. 
Fast. The tighter Evie and Réal get, the faster things 
seem to fall apart. And falling in love might just be 
the card that knocks the whole house down. 
  

Regan McDonell studied 
writing at the University of 
Victoria with poets Patrick 
Lane and Lorna Crozier, 
and then promptly put the 
pen down to pursue a 
career in textile and 
graphic design. Now the 

creative director at a Toronto-based marketing 
agency, Regan spends her days designing apparel 
for kids, and her nights writing fiction for teens. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


