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An iconoclast and best-selling author of both 
nonfiction and fiction, Elizabeth Marshall Thomas 
has spent a lifetime observing, thinking, and writing 
about the cultures of animals such as lions and 
wolves, dogs, deer, and humans In this 
compulsively readable book, she provides a 
plainspoken, big-picture look at the commonality 
of life on our planet from the littlest microbes to 
the largest lizards Inspired by the idea of symbiosis 
in evolution— that all living things evolve in a 
series of cooperative relationships—Thomas takes 
readers on a journey through the progression of 
life Along the way she shares the universal 
likenesses, experiences, and environments of 
“Gaia’s creatures,” from amoebas in plant soil to 
the pets we love to proud primates and Homo 
sapiens hunter-gatherers on the African savanna 
Fervently rejecting “anthropodenial,” the notion 
that nonhuman life does not share characteristics 
with humans, Thomas instead shows that 
paramecia can learn, plants can communicate, 
humans aren’t really as special as we think we 
are—and that it doesn’t take a scientist to marvel 
at the smallest inhabitants of the natural world and 
their connections to all living things A unique voice 
on anthropology and animal behavior, Thomas 

challenges scientific convention and the jargon that 
prevents us all from understanding all living things 
better This joyfully written book is a fascinating 
look at the challenges and behaviors shared by 
creatures from bacteria to larvae to parasitic fungi, 
a potted hyacinth to the author herself, and all 
those in between. “We are lucky to have shared 
some time on Earth with Elizabeth Marshall 
Thomas. Like a shaman of words, she connects us 
as if by magic with other worlds hidden on our own 
planet. . . . Reading her is like looking through a 
telescope and realizing that the brightness you see 
actually happened long, long ago and has taken all 
this time to reach your own eyes.” —Carl Safina, 
author of Beyond Words: What Animals Think and 

Feel." 
 
Elizabeth Marshall Thomas, 
an anthropologist and 
animal behaviorist, has 
published thirteen previous 
books, including the New 
York Times bestseller The 

Hidden Life of Dogs, Dreaming of Lions, The Tribe 
of Tiger, The Old Way, and The Hidden Life of Deer 
She lives in Peterborough, New Hampshire. 
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On Passover eve, April 19, 1943, Jews in the 
Warsaw Ghetto staged the now legendary revolt 
against their Nazi oppressors. Since that day, the 
deprivation and despair of life in the ghetto and 
the dramatic uprising of its inhabitants have 
captured the American cultural imagination. The 
Warsaw Ghetto in American Art and Culture looks 
at how this place and its story have been 
remembered in fine art, film, television, radio, 
theater, fiction, poetry, and comics. Samantha 
Baskind explores seventy years’ worth of artistic 
representations of the ghetto and revolt to 
understand why they became and remain 
touchstones in the American mind. Her study 
includes iconic works such as Leon Uris’s best-
selling novel Mila 18, Roman Polanski’s Academy 
Award–winning film The Pianist, and Rod Serling’s 
teleplay “In the Presence of Mine Enemies,” as well 
as accounts in American Jewish Yearbook and the 
New York Times, the art of Samuel Bak and Arthur 
Szyk, the poetry of Yala Korwin and Charles 

Reznikoff, and others. In probing these works, 
Baskind pursues key questions of Jewish identity: 
What links artistic representations of the ghetto to 
the Jewish diaspora? How is art politicized or 
depoliticized? Why have Americans made such a 
strong cultural claim on the uprising? Vibrantly 
illustrated and vividly told, The Warsaw Ghetto in 
American Art and Culture shows the importance of 
the ghetto as a site of memory and creative 
struggle and reveals how this seminal event and 
locale served as a staging ground for the forging of 
Jewish American identity. 

 
Samantha Baskind is Professor 
of Art History at Cleveland State 
University and author of Jewish 
Artists and the Bible in 
Twentieth-Century America, 
also published by Penn State 
University Press. 
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The romantic and rebellious novelist George Sand, 
born in 1804 as Amantine Lucile Aurore Dupin, 
remains one of France’s most infamous and 
beloved literary figures. Thanks to a peerless 
translation by Gretchen van Slyke, Martine Reid’s 
Montuses Award–winning biography of Sand is 
now available in English. Drawing on recent French 
and English biographies of Sand, as well as her 
novels, plays, autobiographical texts, and 
correspondence, Reid creates the most complete 
portrait possible of a writer who was both 
celebrated and vilified in her time. Reid 
contextualizes Sand within the literature of the 
nineteenth century, unfolds the meaning and 
importance of her chosen pen name, and pays 
careful attention to Sand’s political, artistic, and 
scientific expressions and interests. The result is a 
candid, even-handed, and illuminating 
representation of a remarkable woman in 
remarkable times.  
 

Martine Reid is Professor of 
French Language and 
Literature at Versailles Saint-
Quentin-en-Yvelines 
University. She is the editor of 
several critical editions of 
George Sand’s work, including 
Mademoiselle Merquem and 

La Petite Fadette, the latter also published by Penn 
State University Press. Gretchen van Slyke is 
Professor of French at the University of Vermont.  
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Montague Rhodes James authored some of the 
most highly regarded ghost stories of all time—
classics such as “Oh, Whistle, and I’ll Come to You, 
My Lad” that have been adapted many times over 
for radio and television and have never gone out of 
print. But while James is best known as a fiction 
writer and storyteller, he was also a provost of 
King’s College, Cambridge, and Eton College, and a 
legendary and influential scholar whose pioneering 
work in the study of biblical texts and medieval 
manuscripts, art, and architecture is still relevant 
today. In Medieval Studies and the Ghost Stories of 
M. R. James, Patrick J. Murphy argues that these 
twin careers are inextricably linked. James’s 
research not only informed his fiction but also 
reflected his anxieties about the nature of 
academic life and explored the delicate divide 
between professional university men and erratic 
hobbyists or antiquaries. Murphy shows how 
detailed attention to the scholarly inspirations 
behind James’s fiction provides considerable 
insight into a formative moment in medieval 
studies as well as into James’s methods as a master 
stylist of understated horror. During his life, James 
often claimed that his stories were mere 
entertainments—pleasing distractions from a life 
largely defined by academic discipline and 
restraint—and readers over the years have been 
content to take him at his word.   

 
Patrick J. Murphy is Associate 
Professor of English at Miami 
University (Oxford, Ohio).  
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This comics anthology delves deeply into the messy 
and often taboo subject of human reproduction. 
Featuring work by luminaries such as Carol Tyler, 
Alison Bechdel, and Joyce Farmer, Graphic 
Reproduction is an illustrated challenge to 
dominant cultural narratives about conception, 
pregnancy, and childbirth. The comics here expose 
the contradictions, complexities, and confluences 
around diverse individual experiences of the entire 
reproductive process, from trying to conceive to 
child loss and childbirth. Jenell Johnson’s 
introduction situates comics about reproduction 
within the growing field of graphic medicine and 
reveals how they provide a discursive forum in 
which concepts can be explored and presented as 
uncertainties rather than as part of a prescribed or 
expected narrative. Through comics such as Lyn 
Chevley’s groundbreaking “Abortion Eve,” Bethany 
Doane’s “Pushing Back: A Home Birth Story,” Leah 
Hayes’s “Not Funny Ha-Ha,” and “Losing Thomas & 
Ella: A Father’s Story,” by Marcus B. Weaver- 
Hightower, the collection explores a myriad of 
reproductive experiences and perspectives. The 
result is a provocative, multifaceted portrait of one 
of the most basic and complicated of all human 
experiences, one that can be hilarious and 
heartbreaking. Featuring work by well-known 
comics artists as well as exciting new voices, this 
incisive collection is an important and timely 
resource for understanding how reproduction 
intersects with sociocultural issues. The afterword 

and a section of discussion exercises and questions 
make it a perfect teaching tool. “This collection of 
comic narratives gives voice to non-normative, 
marginalized, and, in some cases, stigmatized 
stories in the arena of human reproduction. By 
sharing these rich stories, assumptions are 
challenged, biases are exposed, and stigma is lifted. 
These are stories of resistance to silence, norms, 
and expectations. These are stories that return 
voice, and the collection is an important 
contribution to Graphic Medicine.” —MK Czerwiec, 
author of Taking Turns: Stories from HIV/AIDS Care 
Unit 371. 
 

 
 
Jenell Johnson is Mellon-Morgridge Professor of 
the Humanities and Associate Professor of 
Communication Arts at the University of 
Wisconsin–Madison. She is the author of American 
Lobotomy: A Rhetorical History. 
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In The Americas Revealed, distinguished curator 
and art historian Edward Sullivan brings together a 
vibrant group of essays that explore the formation, 
in the United States, of public and private 
collections of art from the Spanish- and 
Portuguese-speaking Americas. The contributors to 
this volume trace the major milestones and 
emerging approaches to collecting and presenting 
Spanish Colonial and modern Latin American art by 
museums, galleries, private collections, and 
corporations from the late nineteenth to the 
twenty-first century. In chronicling the roles played 
by determined collectors from New York to San 
Francisco, the essays examine a range of subjects 
from MoMA’s mid-twentieth-century acquisition 

strategies to the growing taste on the West Coast 
for the work of Diego Rivera. They consider the 
impact of various political shifts on art collecting, 
from reactions against the “American 
exceptionalism” of the Monroe Doctrine to the 
aesthetic biases of government-sponsored art 
academies in Mexico, Rio de Janeiro, and Havana. 
The final three chapters focus on living collectors 
such as Roberta and Richard Huber, Patricia Phelps 
de Cisneros, and Estrellita B. Brodsky. A thorough 
and definitive account of the changing course of 
private and public collections and their important 
connection to underlying political and cultural 
relations between the United States and Latin 
American countries, this volume gives a rare 
glimpse into the practice of collecting from the 
collectors’ own point of view. In addition to the 
editor, contributors to this volume are Miriam 
Margarita Basilio, Estrellita B. Brodsky, Vanessa K. 
Davidson, Anna Indych- Lopez, Ronda Kasl, Gabriel 
Perez-Barreiro, Berit Potter, Delia Solomons, 
Suzanne Stratton-Pruitt, Mari Carmen Ramirez, and 
Joseph Rishel.  “Latin American art cannot be 
understood only from archives and national 
collections in Latin American countries: the 
institutional and private collections developed in 
the United States are fundamental. This book 
proves that with extraordinary excellence.” —
Andrea Giunta, author of Avant-Garde, 
Internationalism, and Politics: Argentine Art in the 
Sixties. 
 

 
 
Edward J. Sullivan is Helen Gould Sheppard 
Professor of the History of Art at New York 
University. He is the author of more than thirty 
books and exhibition catalogues. 
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English Translation 
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The First Modern English Translation of Robert le 
Diable. 
 
Samuel Rosenberg, one of the premier translators 
of Old French, presents in this volume the first 
modern English-language version of the thirteenth-
century French romance Robert le Diable, a tale of 
supernatural birth and spiritual redemption. Robert 
is born after his mother, a childless noblewoman, 
secretly calls upon Satan to help her conceive. His 
wicked behavior as a boy and, later, as a 
destructive young man is so brutal that one day 
Robert prevails upon his mother to reveal the 
secret of his birth and thus the source of his 
wickedness. Upon learning the truth, he leaves his 
privileged home in Normandy to seek salvation. 
Robert’s lengthy penance—under the aegis of the 
Pope and a pious hermit—begins with his acting as 
a mute fool in the Roman Emperor’s court and 
ends with his sainthood. In between he plays the 
hero’s role in defeating the Turks in battle and 
turns down the hand of the Emperor’s daughter in 
marriage, choosing instead to return to the 
hermit’s abode. The legend of Robert le Diable was 
extraordinarily influential in the seven hundred 
years after its creation, generating new versions 
and adaptations in various languages, ranging from 
sixteenth-century English adaptations by Wynken 
de Worde and Thomas Lodge to Giacomo 

Meyerbeer’s esteemed 1831 opera. Framed by a 
thoughtful introduction and thorough bibliography, 
this accessible translation renders the original 
octosyllabic rhymed couplets of the metrical Old 
French romance in energetic free verse. “Samuel 
Rosenberg is one of the most accomplished and 
capable translators of Old French texts working 
today.” —Norris J. Lacy, editor of Lancelot–Grail: 
The Old French Arthurian Vulgate and Post-Vulgate 
in Translation. 

 
 
Samuel N. Rosenberg is 
Professor Emeritus of French 
and Italian at Indiana 
University. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Heroine of the Harlem 
Renaissance and 
Beyond: Gwendolyn 
Bennett’s Selected 
Writings 
Bennett, Gwendolyn 
Penn State University 
Press 
9780271080970 
Edited by Belinda 
Wheeler and Louis J. 
Parascandola. 7 
illustrations. 6 × 9  
248 pages  

paperback 
$24.95  
Publish Date: 6/1/2018 
catalog page: 52.1 
 
Poet, columnist, artist, and fiction writer 
Gwendolyn Bennett is considered by many to have 
been one of the youngest leaders of the Harlem 
Renaissance and a strong advocate for racial pride 
and the rights of African American women. Heroine 
of the Harlem Renaissance and Beyond presents 
key selections of her published and unpublished 
writings and artwork in one volume. From poems, 
short stories, and reviews to letters, journal 
entries, and art, this collection showcases 
Bennett’s diverse and insightful body of work and 
rightfully places her alongside her contemporaries 
in the Harlem Renaissance— figures such as Zora 
Neale Hurston, Langston Hughes, and Countee 
Cullen. It includes selections from her monthly 
column “The Ebony Flute,” published in 
Opportunity, the magazine of the National Urban 
League, as well as newly uncovered post-1928 
work that proves definitively that Bennett 
continued writing throughout the following two 
decades. Bennett’s correspondence with canonical 
figures from the period, her influence on Harlem 
arts institutions, and her political writings, reviews, 
and articles show her deep connection to and 
lasting influence on the movement that shaped her 
early career. An indispensable introduction to one 
of the era’s most prolific and passionate minds, this 
reevaluation of Bennett’s life and work deepens 
our understanding of the Harlem Renaissance and 
enriches the world of American letters. It will be of 

special value to scholars and readers interested in 
African American literature and art and American 
history and cultural studies. “This superbly edited 
collection will introduce many readers to a more 
versatile and accomplished Gwendolyn Bennett 
than they have known before. It includes the 
unpublished political poetry that extends her range 
and impact, making her a key figure of the 1930s.” 
—Cary Nelson, author of Repression and Recovery: 
Modern American Poetry and the Politics of 
Cultural Memory, 1910–1945. 
 

Gwendolyn B. Bennett 
(July 8, 1902 – May 30, 
1981) was an American 
artist, writer, and 
journalist who 
contributed to 
Opportunity: A Journal of 
Negro Life, which 
chronicled cultural 
advancements during the 

Harlem Renaissance. Though often overlooked, she 
herself made considerable accomplishments in 
poetry and prose. She is perhaps best known for 
her short story "Wedding Day", which was 
published in the first issue of Fire!! Bennett was a 
dedicated and self-preserving woman, respectfully 
known for being a strong influencer of African-
American women rights during the Harlem 
Renaissance. Throughout her dedication and 
perseverance, Bennett raised the bar when it came 
to women's literature, and education. One of her 
contributions to the Harlem Renaissance was her 
literary acclaimed short novel "Poets Evening"; it 
helped the understanding within the African-
American communities, resulting in many African-
Americans coming to terms with identifying and 
accepting themselves. Belinda Wheeler is Associate 
Professor of English at Claflin University and the 
editor of several books, most recently A 
Companion to Australian Aboriginal Literature. 
Louis J. Parascandola is Professor of English at Long 
Island University, Brooklyn, and the editor of 
several books, most recently Amy Jacques Garvey: 
Selected Writings from the Negro World, 1923–
1928. 
 
 



Religion Around 
Billie Holiday 
Fessenden, Tracy 
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248 pages  
hardcover 
$34.95  
Publish Date: 
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Soulful jazz singer 

Billie Holiday is remembered today for her unique 
sound, troubled personal history, and a catalogue 
that includes such resonant songs as “Strange 
Fruit” and “God Bless the Child.” Holiday and her 
music were also strongly shaped by religion, often 
in surprising ways. Religion Around Billie Holiday 
examines the spiritual and religious forces that left 
their mark on the performer during her short but 
overwhelmingly influential life. Mixing elements of 
biography with the history of race and American 
music, Fessenden explores the multiple religious 
influences on Holiday’s life and sound, including 
her time spent as a child in a Baltimore convent, 
the echoes of black Southern churches in the blues 
she encountered in brothels, the secular riffs on 
ancestral faith in the poetry of the Harlem 
Renaissance, and the Jewish songwriting culture of 
Tin Pan Alley. Fessenden looks at the vernacular 
devotions scholars call lived religion—the 
Catholicism of the streets, the Jewishness of the 
stage, the Pentecostalism of the roadhouse or the 
concert arena—alongside more formal religious 
articulations in institutions, doctrine, and ritual 
performance. Insightful and compelling, 
Fessenden’s study brings unexpected materials and 
archival voices to bear on the shaping of Billie 
Holiday’s exquisite craft and indelible persona. 
Religion Around Billie Holiday illuminates the 
power and durability of religion in the making of an 
American musical icon. “With beautiful prose and 
nuanced analysis, Fessenden navigates the reader 
through the religious landscape that shaped 
Holiday’s life and career and tunes our ear to listen 

for how the soundscape and spirituality of those 
religious sources shaped her artistry. What 
emerges is a rich and compelling portrait at the 
intersection of Holiday’s personal history, American 
Catholicism, blues and jazz culture, and the 
currents of race and gender in American life.” —
Judith Weisenfeld, author of New World A-Coming: 
Black Religion and Racial Identity during the Great 
Migration. 
 

Tracy Fessenden is Steve 
and Margaret Forster 
Professor in the School of 
Historical, Philosophical, 
and Religious Studies at 
Arizona State University and 
the author of Culture and 
Redemption: Religion, the 

Secular, and American Literature. 
 
author location: Tempe AZ 


