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Mark Nelson, one 
of the eight crew 

members locked in Biosphere 2 during its first 
closure experiment, offers a compelling insider’s 
view of the dramatic story behind the mini-world. 
Nelson clears up common misconceptions about 
the 1991–1993 closure experiment as he presents 
the goals and results of the experiment and the 
implications of the project for today’s global 

environmental challenges 
and for reconnecting 
people to a healthy 
relationship with nature. 
 
Dr. Mark Nelson was a 
member of the eight-
person biospherian crew 
for the first two-year 

closure experiment. He is a founding director and 
the chairman of the Institute of Ecotechnics and 
has worked for decades in closed ecological system 
research, ecological engineering, the restoration of 
damaged ecosystems, desert agriculture and 
orchardry, and wastewater recycling. He is the 
author of The Wastewater Gardener: Preserving 
the Planet One Flush at a Time and co-author of 
Space Biospheres and Life Under Glass: The Inside 
Story of Biosphere 2. 
 
 
 

A Natural History of 
the Mojave Desert 
Walker, Lawrence R. 
and Landau, Frederick 
H. 
University of Arizona 
Press 
9780816532629 
paperback 
$29.95  
Publish Date: 
03/27/2018 
catalog page: 4 
 

The Mojave Desert has a rich natural history. 
Despite being sandwiched between the larger 
Great Basin and Sonoran Deserts, it has enough 
mountains, valleys, canyons, and playas for any 
eager explorer. Ancient and current waterways 
carve the bajadas and valley bottoms. This diverse 
topography gives rise to a multitude of habitats for 
plants and animals, many of which are found 
nowhere else in the world. A Natural History of the 
Mojave Desert explores how a combination of 
complex geology, varied geography, and changing 
climate has given rise to intriguing flora and 
fauna—including almost 3,000 plant species and 
about 380 terrestrial vertebrate animal species. Of 
these, one quarter of the plants and one sixth of 
the animals are endemic. The authors, who, 
combined, have spent more than six decades living 
in and observing the Mojave Desert, offer a 
scientifically insightful and personally observed 
understanding of the desert. They invite readers to 
understand how the Mojave Desert looks, sounds, 
feels, tastes, and smells. They prompt us to 
understand how humans have lived in this desert 
where scant vegetation and water have challenged 
humans, past and present.  
 
Lawrence R. Walker is a professor of plant ecology 
at the University of Nevada, Las Vegas. He is the 
(co)author or (co)editor of nine previous books, 
including The Biology of Disturbed Habitats. 
Frederick H. Landau is a research associate at the 
University of Nevada, Las Vegas. Walker and 
Landau have twenty-five years of scientific 
collaboration that includes projects in Nevada, New 
Zealand, and Puerto Rico.  
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Hernandez, Tim Z. 
University of Arizona 
Press 
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paperback 
$16.95  
Publish Date: 
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All They Will Call You is 
the harrowing account 

of the worst airplane disaster in California’s history, 
which claimed the lives of thirty-two passengers, 
including twenty-eight Mexican citizens—
farmworkers who were being deported by the U.S. 
government. Outraged that media reports omitted 
only the names of the Mexican passengers, 
American folk icon Woody Guthrie penned a poem 
that went on to become one of the most important 
protest songs of the twentieth century, Plane 
Wreck at Los Gatos (Deportee). It was an attempt 
to restore the dignity of the anonymous lives 
whose unidentified remains were buried in an 
unmarked mass grave in California’s Central Valley. 
For nearly seven decades, the song’s message 
would be carried on by the greatest artists of our 
time, including Pete Seeger, Dolly Parton, Bruce 
Springsteen, Bob Dylan, and Joan Baez, yet the 
question posed in Guthrie’s lyrics, Who are these 
friends all scattered like dry leaves? would remain 
unanswered—until now. Combining years of 
painstaking investigative research and masterful 
storytelling, award-winning author Tim Z. 
Hernandez weaves a captivating narrative from 
testimony, historical records, and eyewitness 
accounts, reconstructing the incident and the lives 
behind the legendary song.  
 

Tim Z. Hernandez is a poet, 
novelist, and performance 
artist whose awards include 
the 2006 American Book 
Award, the 2010 Premio 
Aztlan Prize in Fiction, and 

the James Duval Phelan Award from the San 
Francisco Foundation.  

The Real Horse: 
Poems 
Matuk, Farid 
University of Arizona 
Press 
9780816537341 
Camino del Sol 
paperback 
$16.95  
Publish Date: 

02/27/2018 
catalog page: 10 
 
A sustained address to the poet’s daughter, The 
Real Horse takes its cues from the child’s 
unapologetic disregard for things as they are, 
calling forth the adult world as accountable for its 
flaws and as an occasion for imagining otherwise. 
Offering a handbook on the possibilities of the 
verse line, this collection is precise in its figuring, 
searching in its intellect, and alert in its music. Here 
lyric energy levitates into constellations that hold 
their analytic composure, inviting readers into a 
shared practice of thinking and feeling that 
interrogates the confounding intersections of 
gender, race, class, and national status not as 
abstract concepts but as foundational intimacies. 
Matuk’s interrogations of form cut a path through 
the tangle of a daughter’s position as a natural-
born female citizen of the First World and of the 
poet’s position as a once-undocumented 
immigrant of mixed ethnicity whose paternity is 
unavoidably implicated in patriarchy. Rejecting 
nostalgia for homelands, notions of embodied 
value (self-made or otherwise), and specious ideas 
of freedom, these luminously multifaceted poem 
sequences cast their lot with the lyric voice, 
trusting it to hold a space where we might follow 
the child’s ongoing revolution against the 
patrimony of selfhood and citizenship. 
 

Farid Matuk is the author 
of THIS ISA NICE 
NEIGHBORHOOD and MY 
DAUGHTER LA CHOLA. 
THIS ISA NICE 
NEIGHBORHOOD was 

awarded an Honorable Mention in the 2011 Arab 
American Book Awards.  



Bright Raft in the 
Afterweather: Poems 
Foerster, Jennifer E. 
University of Arizona Press 
9780816537334 
Sun Tracks 82 
paperback 
$16.95  
Publish Date: 02/20/2018 
catalog page: 11 
 

In her dazzling new book, Jennifer Elise Foerster 
announces a frightening new truth: the continent is 
dismantling. Bright Raft in the Afterweather travels 
the spheres of the past, present, future, and 
eternal time, exploring the fault lines that signal 
the break of humanity’s consciousness from the 
earth. Featuring recurring characters, settings, and 
motifs from her previous book, Leaving Tulsa, 
Foerster takes the reader on a solitary journey to 
the edges of the continents of mind and time to 
discover what makes us human. Along the way, the 
author surveys the intersection between natural 
landscapes and the urban world, baring parallels to 
the conflicts between Native American peoples and 
Western colonizers, and considering how 
imagination and representation can both destroy 
and remake our worlds. Foerster’s captivating 
language and evocative imagery immerse the 
reader in a narrative of disorientation and 
reintegration. Each poem blends Foerster’s refined 
use of language with a mythic and environmental 
lyricism as she explores themes of destruction, 
spirituality, loss, and remembrance.  
 

Jennifer Elise Foerster received 
her MFA in Writing from 
Vermont College of Fine Arts 
and her BFA from the Institute 
of American Indian Arts in Santa 
Fe, New Mexico. From 2008-
2010, Jennifer was a Wallace 
Stegner Fellow in Poetry at 

Stanford University. Jennifer grew up living 
internationally, and now lives in San Francisco 
while concurrently pursuing her PhD in English and 
Creative Writing at the University of Denver. 
 
author location: San Francisco CA 

Laura Méndez de Cuenca: 
Mexican Feminist, 1853–
1928 
Bazant, Mílada 
University of Arizona 
Press 
9780816537631 
Translated and with a 
foreword by Mary K. 
Vaughan. 
paperback 
$32.00  

Publish Date: 03/27/2018 
catalog page: 15 
 
Laura Méndez de Cuenca—poet, teacher, editor, 
writer, and feminist—dared to bypass the cultural 
traditions of her time. In the early 1870s, when 
conservative religious thought permeated all 
aspects of Mexican life, she was one of very few 
women to gain admission to an extraordinary 
constellation of male poets, playwrights, and 
novelists, who were also the publicists and 
statesmen of the time. She entered this world 
through her poetry, intellect, curiosity, 
assertiveness, but her personal life was fraught 
with tragedy: she had a child out of wedlock by 
poet Manuel Acuña, who killed himself shortly 
thereafter. She later married another poet, Agustín 
Fidencio Cuenca, and had seven other children. All 
but two of her children died, as did Agustín. As a 
penniless young widow facing social rejection, 
Laura became a teacher and an important force in 
Mexico’s burgeoning educational reform program. 
She moved abroad—first to San Francisco, then St. 
Louis, then Berlin. In these places where she was 
not known and women had begun to move 
confidently in the public sphere, she could walk 
freely, observe, mingle, make friends across many 
circles, learn, think, and express her opinions.  

 
Mílada Bazant is a prolific 
author, editor, and professor at 
El Colegio Mexiquense, A.C., in 
Zinacantepec, Mexico.  
 
 
 

 


