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The Man in Song: A 
Discographic 
Biography of Johnny 
Cash 
Alexander, John M. 
University of 
Arkansas Press 
9781682260517 
296 pages 
paperback 

$36.95  
Publish Date: 4/16/2018 
catalog page: 1 
 
There have been many books written about Johnny 
Cash, but The Man in Song is the first to examine 
Cash's incredible life through the lens of the songs 
he wrote and recorded. Music journalist and 
historian John Alexander has drawn on decades of 
studying Cash's music and life, from his difficult 
depression-era Arkansas childhood through his 
death in 2003, to tell a life story through songs 
familiar and obscure. In discovering why Cash 
wrote a given song or chose to record it, Alexander 
introduces readers anew to a man whose primary 
consideration of any song was the difference music 
makes in people's lives, and not whether the song 
would become a hit. The Man in Song connects 
treasured songs to an incredible life. 
It explores the intertwined experience and 
creativity of childhood trauma. It rifles through the 
discography of a life: Cash's work with the 
Tennessee Two at Sam Phillips's Sun Studios, the 
unique concept albums Cash recorded for 
Columbia Records, the spiritual songs, the albums 
recorded live at prisons, songs about the love of his 
life, June Carter Cash, songs about murder and 
death and addiction, songs about ramblers, and 
even silly songs.  
 
John Alexander is a lifelong historian of all things 
Johnny Cash and country music.  
 
 

Narcissus Americana: 
Poems 
Mossotti, Travis  
University of Arkansas 
Press 
9781682260555 
94 pages 
paperback 
$17.95  
Publish Date: 3/1/2018 
catalog page: 4 
 
Winner, 2018 Miller 

Williams Poetry Prize. Narcissus Americana sings 
and scraps and wrestles its way across various 
landscapes—abandoned quarries, art museums, 
lavish homes, and tar pits—in a quest to attain a 
more complex vision of what it means to be 
upwardly mobile. These poems question the 
usefulness of wealth and ownership as markers of 
success. Taking wine fridges and fake flowers as 
emblems of capitalism’s failure to assuage human 
loneliness, the speakers in these poems find joy in 
shared meals and glasses of wine, and use 
moments of mutual attention to challenge notions 
of class in America. Intimacy is on display in 
Cruising Altitude, where the speaker finds a 
sublime communion between two disparate 
worldviews during an in-flight conversation with his 
father. Sharply written, and with an eye for form, 
these poems engage with heavy inquiry but also 
know better than to take themselves too seriously, 
making it possible for, say, dungeons to share 
space with donuts, as in the poem Rancho La Brea.  
 

Travis Mossotti has worked and 
volunteered over the last 
decade alongside his wife (a 
carnivore biologist) with U.S. 
government, university and 
nonprofit organizations on data 
collection, animal captures/ 

releases and lab work for various endangered 
species recovery efforts all across North America. 
Mossotti serves as Poet-in-Residence at the 
Endangered Wolf Center in St. Louis.  
 
 



The Blueness of the 
Evening: Selected Poems 
of Hassan Najmi 
Najmi, Hassan 
University of Arkansas 
Press 
9781682260500 
Translated by Mbarek Sryfi 
and Eric Sellin. 
70 pages 
paperback 
$17.95  

Publish Date: 3/1/2018 
catalog page: 7 
 
This selection of Hassan Najmi’s poems, translated 
by Mbarek Sryfi and Eric Sellin, provides an 
excellent introduction to the work of one of 
Morocco’s foremost poets and to a school of 
modern verse emerging in the Arab World. Scenes 
of late night cityscapes, lonely interiors, awe-
inspiring desert wastes, and seaside vistas are 
found within the exquisitely subtle lyric moods and 
nuances of Najmi’s ars poetica, providing insight 
into the geographical, political, and linguistic 
ferment that have made Morocco an exciting hub 
of creative activity in the twenty-first century. 
 

Hassan Najmi, born in Ben 
Ahmed in 1960, now resides in 
Rabat. He is the author of two 
novels and ten poetry 
collections. His poetry has 
been translated into more than 
ten languages and he has 
himself translated many poets 

into Arabic, including Giuseppe Ungaretti, Sophia 
de Mello Breyner Andresen, Philippe Jaccottet, 
Yannis Ritsos, and Anna Akhmatova. Mbarek Sryfi, 
a lecturer at the University of Pennsylvania, has 
translated fiction, poetry, and non-fiction, including 
three books, two from Arabic and one from French. 
Eric Sellin, professor emeritus at Tulane University, 
is the author or editor of nine books of poetry 
written in English and French and many 
translations published in anthologies and journals. 
Since his retirement from teaching in 2001, Sellin 
has been translating poetry and writing essays on 
the art and theory of translation. 

Aunt Sammy’s Radio 
Recipes: The Original 1927 
Cookbook and 
Housekeeper’s Chat 
Nordstrom, Justin  
University of Arkansas 
Press 
9781682260616 
Food and Foodways 
277 pages 
paperback 
$29.95  

Publish Date: 6/25/2018 
catalog page: 8 
 
From the 1920s through the 1940s, American 
kitchens had a welcome guest in Aunt Sammy, a 
creation of the US Department of Agriculture and 
its Bureau of Home Economics. Through the radio 
program Housekeeper’s Chat, Aunt Sammy gave 
lively advice on food preparation, household 
chores, parenting and children, and gender 
dynamics as she encouraged women to embrace 
the radio and a host of modern consumer 
household products. The recipes she shared were 
gathered, in 1927, into a cookbook that became a 
valuable household manual for tens of thousands 
of Americans. Aunt Sammy’s Radio Recipes revives 
the famous cookbook and joins it with extensive 
excerpts from the accompanying radio broadcasts, 
providing a fascinating study of how a witty and 
charming fictionalized personae became one of the 
early celebrity chefs of the radio age. 
 
Justin Nordstrom is associate professor of history 
at Penn State’s Hazleton campus. He is the author 
of Danger on the Doorstep: Anti-Catholicism and 
American Print Culture in the Progressive Era. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Chop Suey and Sushi from 
Sea to Shining Sea: 
Chinese and Japanese 
Restaurants in the United 
States 
Arnold, Bruce Makoto / 
Tunç, Tanfer Emin / 
Chong, Raymond Douglas 
University of Arkansas 
Press 
9781682260609 
Food and Foodways 

320 pages 
paperback 
$29.95  
Publish Date: 6/15/2018 
catalog page: 9 
 
The essays in Chop Suey and Sushi from Sea to 
Shining Sea fill gaps in the existing food studies by 
revealing and contextualizing the hidden, local 
histories of Chinese and Japanese restaurants in 
the United States. The writers of these essays show 
how the taste and presentation of Chinese and 
Japanese dishes have evolved in sweat and 
hardship over generations of immigrants who 
became restaurant owners, chefs, and laborers in 
the small towns and large cities of America. These 
vivid, detailed, and sometimes emotional 
portrayals reveal the survival strategies deployed in 
Asian restaurant kitchens over the past 150 years 
and the impact these restaurants have had on the 
culture, politics, and foodways of the United 
States.  
 
Bruce Makoto Arnold is a historian specializing in 
American and Asian cultural history, particularly 
the areas of childhood, education, and foodways. 
He is assistant professor of education and 
childhood history at the Ohio State University in 
Columbus, Ohio. Tanfer Emin Tunç is an associate 
professor in the department of American Culture 
and Literature at Hacettepe University, Ankara, 
Turkey. She specializes in American social history, 
cultural studies, women’s and gender studies, and 
transnational American studies. Raymond Douglas 
Chong is president of Generations, LLC in Sugar 
Land, Texas.  
 

LA Sports: Play, 
Games, and 
Community in the City 
of Angels 
Wilson, Wayne and 
Wiggins, David K.  
University of Arkansas 
Press 
9781682260524 
376 pages 
paperback 
$26.95  
Publish Date: 
2/15/2018 

catalog page: 11 
 
LA Sports brings together sixteen essays covering 
various aspects of the development and changing 
nature of sport in one of America’s most 
fascinating and famous cities. The writers cover a 
range of topics, including the history of car racing 
and ice skating, the development of sport venues, 
the power of the Mexican fan base in American 
soccer leagues, the intersecting life stories of Jackie 
and Mack Robinson, the importance of the 
Showtime Lakers, the origins of Muscle Beach and 
surfing, sport in Hollywood films, and more. 
 
Wayne Wilson is vice president for education 
services at the LA84 Foundation, where he is 
responsible for digital library development, 
research projects, conference planning, and the 
foundation’s coaching and education program. He 
is the coeditor of the Oxford Handbook of Sport 
History. David K. Wiggins is professor of sport 
history in the School of Recreation, Health, and 
Tourism at George Mason University. He is the 
former editor of Quest and the Journal of Sport 
History and was recently elected president of the 
North American Society for Sport History. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Undoing 
Magowan, Kim  
University of Arkansas 
Press/Moon City Press 
9780913785782 
paperback 
$14.95  
Publish Date: 3/1/2018 
catalog page: 27 
 
In Kim Magowan’s aptly 
titled debut short-story 

collection, Undoing, characters are frequently 
caught with their eyes on the past, trying to discern 
where it all went wrong, whether that concerns a 
marriage that survives infidelity only to fade later 
into oblivion or the premature termination of an 
affair. A young girl hopes to make sense of her 
seduction by the father of the child she babysits, 
while a new wife surveys her youthful indiscretions 
for clues as to how to forge an emotional bond 
with her anorexic stepdaughter. Through it all, 
struggles become universal, perhaps inevitable. 
Characters often reappear: older, wiser, seeking to 
break the cycle of dysfunction. The ultimate effect 
is a feeling of community, of shared mistakes, 
leaving the individuals lonely but not alone. In this 
way, Magowan’s collection moves well beyond 
reflection. Ignoring the wreckage of their 
respective pasts, her characters are willing to look 
ahead, to try again. Indeed, there is much pain and 
lasting harm to go around, but these are curious, 
resilient people, open to the idea that the 
solutions, not just the problems, lie within.  
 

Kim Magowan’s debut novel, The 
Light Source, is forthcoming from 
7.13 Books. Her fiction has 
appeared in Atticus Review, 
Cleaver, The Gettysburg Review, 
Hobart, Moon City Review, New 
World Writing, Word Riot, and 
other journals. She lives in San 

Francisco and teaches in the Department of 
Literatures and Languages at Mills College. 
 
author location: San Francisco CA, Oakland CA 
(Mills College) 
 

Mediterranean 
Editors of Warscape 
University of Arkansas 
Press/Upset Press 
9781937357986 
92 pages 
paperback 
$21.00  
Publish Date: 3/1/2018 
catalog page: 29 
 

The Mediterranean Sea has become a harrowing 
gauntlet for hundreds of thousands of refugees and 
migrants each year. Through the intimacy and 
immediacy of fiction, poetry, photography and 
reportage, Mediterranean explores these turbulent 
journeys. Lyric fiction by Edwidge Danticat, Maaza 
Mengiste, Boubacar Boris Diop, and Chika Unigwe 
hones in on the dislocation that marks individual 
passages. Mario Badagliacca’s haunting photos of 
found objects recovered from capsized vessels 
serve as a visual guide to communal tragedy. 
Poems by Jehan Bseiso and Ali Jimale Ahmed strain 
with memory and loss, while Hassan Ghedi Santur’s 
narrative reporting on African migration brings us 
inside Europe’s detention centers and camps 
through the eyes of those he meets there, holding 
the continent to blistering account for the systems 
it has built and the people it has failed. Evoking the 
sustenance of home, the book also includes recipes 
from migrants along with stories connecting them 
to the places they left behind. Finally, 
Mediterranean offers an in-depth syllabus 
providing additional avenues for study through 
compelling literature, theory, art, and film. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


