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Under the Western Sky: 
Essays on the Fiction and 
Music of Willy Vlautin 
Campbell, Neil 
University of Nevada 
Press 
9781943859580 
10 b/w photographs 
248 pages 
paperback 
$34.95  
Publish Date: 2/15/2018 

catalog page: 1 
 
This original collection of essays by experts in the 
field weave together the first comprehensive 
examination of Nevada-born Willy Vlautin’s novels 
and songs, as well as featuring 11 works of art that 
accompany his albums and books. Brutally honest, 
raw, gritty, down to earth, compassionate and 
affecting, Willy Vlautin’s writing evokes a power in 
not only theme, but in methodology. Vlautin’s 
novels, The Motel Life, Northline, Lean on Pete and 
The Free (2006-2014) chart the dispossessed lives 
of young people struggling to survive in difficult 
economic times and in regions of the U.S. West and 
Pacific Northwest traditionally viewed as affluent 
and abundant. Yet as his work shows, are actually 
highly stratified and deprived. Likewise, Vlauntin’s 
songs, penned as lead singer of the Americana 
band Richmond Fontaine chart a related territory 
of blue-collar landscapes of the American West and 
Northwest with a strong emphasis on narrative and 
affective soundscapes evocative of the similar 
worlds defined in his novels.  

 
Neil Campbell is emeritus 
professor of American Studies 
at the University of Derby, 
United Kingdom. He has 
published several books on 
American Studies and much of 
his well-known work covers the 
New West. 

All In: The Spread of 
Gambling in 
Twentieth-Century 
United States 
Cohen, Jonathan D. 
and Schwartz, David 
G. (editors) 
University of Nevada 
Press 
9781943859603 
Series: Gambling 
Studies Series 
360 pages 
paperback 

$34.95  
Publish Date: 3/30/2018 
catalog page: 3 
 
Gambling, the risky enterprise of chance, is one of 
America’s favorite pastimes. Office March Madness 
brackets, a day at the race track, a friendly wager, 
the random ridiculous Super Bowl prop bet, bingo 
night, or the latest media frenzy over the Powerball 
jackpot—all emphasize the ubiquity of this major 
economic force and cultural phenomenon. 
Approximately 70 percent of Americans regularly 
engage in some form of betting, amounting to over 
$140 billion in combined casino and lottery 
revenue every year. A hundred years ago, however, 
legal gambling was a rarity in the United States. A 
fresh take on the history of modern American 
gambling, All In provides a closer look at the 
shifting economic, cultural, religious, and political 
conditions that facilitated gambling’s expansion 
and prominence in American consumerism and 
popular culture.  
 

Jonathan D. Cohen 
is a PhD Candidate 
at the Corcoran 
Department of the 
History at the 
University of 

Virginia. David G. Schwartz is the director of the 
Center for Gaming Research and an instructor at 
the University of Nevada, Las Vegas. He has written 
several books on gambling, and is also editor of the 
University of Nevada Press’s Gambling Series. 
 



The End of Eden: 
Agrarian Spaces and 
the Rise of the 
California Social Novel 
Beers, Terry 
University of Nevada 
Press 
9781943859566 
252 pages 
hardcover 
$49.95  
Publish Date: 
5/31/2018 
catalog page: 9 

 
The story of the Joad family’s journey from their 
ravaged farm in dustbowl Oklahoma to the storied 
paradise of California helped inform a nation about 
the brutality, poverty, and vicious competition 
among fellow immigrants desperate for work. But 
Steinbeck is only one successor to a rich and 
esteemed literary tradition in California. Drawing 
on history and cultural theory, The End of Eden 
traces the rise of the California social novel, its 
embrace of the agrarian dream, and its 
ambivalence about technology and the 
development it enables.  
 

Terry Beers is professor of 
English at Santa Clara 
University, where he has 
taught since 1986. He is the 
author or editor of five 
previous books on California 
literature. He lives in north  

Monterey County, California. 
 
author location: Santa Clara CA, Monterey CA 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Crush: The Triumph of 
California Wine 
Briscoe, John 
University of Nevada 
Press 
9781943859498 
552 pages 
hardcover 
$34.95  
Publish Date: 9/4/2018 
catalog page: 12 
 
Look. Smell. Taste. 

Judge. Crush is the 200-year story of the heady 
dream that wines as good as the greatest of France 
could be made in California. A dream dashed four 
times in merciless succession until it was ultimately 
realized in a stunning blind tasting in Paris. In that 
tasting, in the year of America's bicentennial, 
California wines took their place as the leading 
wines of the world. For the first time, Briscoe tells 
the complete and dramatic story of the ascendancy 
of California wine in vivid detail. He also profiles 
the larger story of California itself by looking at it 
from an entirely innovative perspective, the state 
seen through its singular wine history. With 
dramatic flair and verve, Briscoe not only recounts 
the history of wine and winemaking in California, 
he encompasses a multidimensional approach that 
takes into account an array of social, political, 
cultural, legal, and winemaking sources. Elements 
of this history have plot lines that seem scripted by 
a Sophocles, or Shakespeare. It is a fusion of wine, 
personal histories, cultural, and socioeconomic 
aspects. Crush is the story of how wine from 
California finally gained its global due. Briscoe 
recounts wine’s often fickle affair with California, 
now several centuries old, from the first harvest 
and vintage, through the four overwhelming 
catastrophes, to its amazing triumph in Paris. 

 
John Briscoe is a San Francisco 
poet, author, and lawyer. A noted 
wine and food writer, he is the 
author of Tadich Grill: The Story 
of San Francisco’s Oldest 
Restaurant. 
author location: Novato CA 

(office in San Francisco CA) 


