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While Allen Wier is 
perhaps best known as a 

prizewinning novelist, he is also a master of the 
short story, an art he has perfected over four 
decades. Late Night, Early Morning contains 
twenty-two of Wier’s tales: the stories in his first 
collection (Things About to Disappear), six 
uncollected stories, and seven stories that became 
part of his four novels. Richly textured and often 
lyrical, with intense images and diverse subjects, 
these stories feature indelible characters who 
imprint themselves onto readers’ minds. A man 
with no family finds the abandoned corpse of an 
infant and adopts the dead baby as his son. A Texas 
laborer, while repairing hen houses, learns that the 
stench of the egg ranch is the smell of money. In 
1862 Louisiana, a runaway slave comes face to face 
with a white sharecropper’s wife who may turn 
him in, but something unexpected momentarily 
unites them. An American widow in Mexico as a 
photographer meets a florist from Texas who 
widens her angle of view. After discovering an 
underground cavern, a man lives his entire life in 
an imagined world shaped from stalactites and 

stalagmites. Allen Wier’s skillfully 
written and compassionate 
stories reveal the shimmering 
moments in day-to-day life.  
 
ALLEN WIER has taught at 
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of New Orleans’s Edinburg 

Workshop, Florida 
International, the 
University of Texas, and 
the University of 
Tennessee.  
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Cedrick May’s The Collected Works of Jupiter 
Hammon offers a complete look at the literary 
achievements of one of the founders of African 
American literature. Born into slavery on the Lloyd 
plantation in 1711, Jupiter Hammon became the 
first African American writer to be published in the 
present-day United States at the age of forty- nine. 
It has been decades since a collection of Hammon’s 
work has appeared, and May’s intensive research 
has yielded two additional poems, adding new 
layers to his works and life that, until now, have 
gone unexplored. The most comprehensive volume 
on Hammon’s works to date, The Collected Works 
of Jupiter Hammon carefully reconstructs the 
historical, political, social, and religious contexts 
that shaped his essays and poems throughout the 
late eighteenth century. This attentive 
reconstruction, which takes full account of 
Hammon’s prose works as well as his more well-
known poetry, gives readers provides a radical re-
reading of Hammon as a much more complex and 
intellectually curious commentator on his historical 
and political period, while providing ample 
evidence of his literary importance and artistic 
integrity.  

 
CEDRICK MAY is associate 
professor of African American 
literature at the University of 
Texas at Arlington. He is the 
author of Evangelism and 
Resistance in the Black 
Atlantic, 1760–1835.  


