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An in-depth exploration of nearly forgotten work 
by two of the twentieth century’s most important 
photographers. 
 
Although photographers Dorothea Lange and Ansel 
Adams were contemporaries and longtime friends, 
most of their work portrays contrasting subject 
matter. Lange’s artistic photodocumentation set a 
new aesthetic standard for social commentary; 
Adams revealed nature’s wonders with an unfailing 
eye and preeminent technical skill. That they joined 
together to photograph Mormons in Utah in the 
early 1950s for Life magazine may come as a 
surprise. In a Rugged Land examines the history 
and content of the two photographers’ forgotten 
collaboration, Three Mormon Towns. Looking at 
Adams’s and Lange’s photographs, extant letters, 

and personal memories, In a Rugged Land provides 
a window into an important moment in their 
careers and seeks to understand why a project that 
once held such promise ended in disillusionment 
and is little more than a footnote in their 
illustrative biographies. Swensen’s in-depth 
research and interpretation helps make sense of 
what they did and places them alongside others 
who were also exploring the particular qualities of 
the Mormon village at that time. High-echelon 
photojournalism isn’t what’s thought of in the work 
of Dorothea Lange and Ansel Adams. Yet the Three 
Mormon Towns project is that — and more. Two 
confident veteran photographers in 1954 went in, 
captured remarkable images, crafted a story for 
Life, roiled the rural Mormon residents who 
opened their doors, and stirred a hornet’s nest that 
affected the later work of each artist. James 
Swensen’s study is a wondrous testament to the 
sometimes fearsome consequence of fieldwork and 
the costs of collaboration. —Paul Starrs, author of 
Let the Cowboy Ride: Cattle Ranching in the 
American West. Although this collaborative project 
is not well known today, it illuminates a pivotal era 
in the history of rural Utah and Mormonism and 
showcases the immense talent of Adams and 
Lange. Three Mormon Towns deserves to be 
remembered and commemorated. Thanks to this 
book it will be. —Brian Q. Cannon, coauthor of The 

Awkward State of Utah. 
 
James R. Swensen is 
associate professor of 
art history and the 
history of photography 
at Brigham Young 
University. He is the 
author of Picturing 
Migrants: The Grapes of 
Wrath and New Deal 

Documentary Photography. 
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During the winter of 1846–1847, members of the 
Donner Party found themselves stuck in the snows 
of the Sierra Nevada on their journey to California, 
losing many in their group to severe cold and 
starvation. Those who survived did so by 
cannibalizing their dead comrades. Today the 
Donner Party may be the most famous of American 
overland emigrant groups, but it was not the only 
one to face extreme conditions. Ten years after the 
Donner Party, two groups sponsored by the 
Mormon Church, the Willie and Martin handcart 
companies, ran into similar difficulties. Caught in 
early winter storms in Wyoming, 200 members of 
those two companies died along the trail. The 
plights of these emigrant groups have been 
addressed by different historians in different ways; 
this book is the first to examine the tragedies in 
terms of biology. Grayson shows that who lived 
and who died can largely be explained by age, sex, 
and family ties, exploring the implications of 
human biology in situations marked by extreme 
cold and famine. His results are surprising and not 
always intuitive as he investigates who survived 
these life-threatening situations.  

 
Donald K. Grayson is professor in 
the Department of Anthropology 
and the Quaternary Research 
Center at the University of 
Washington. 
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Moving through the 
settings of her life—red 

rock canyons, aspen forests, mountains, and 
cities—Jana Richman probes her internal landscape 
to ask how we can find stillness in our world. In 
essays both personal and profoundly universal, 
Richman eschews quick and easy answers for quiet 
reflections on questions: In a culture demanding 
that every voice be heard, how do we make sense 
of the resulting roar? What if we all sat in stillness 
for a while? In these wide-ranging personal essays, 
Richman travels exterior and interior terrain 
through fear, kindness, ignorance, darkness, 
wildness, compassion, solitude, loneliness, and 
more—always asking how external geography 
informs our internal landscapes. From the 
monsoonal rains in the carved slot canyons of the 
Escalante to the eroticism of dirt on skin in a 
remote slice of the Grand Canyon; from the 
defiance of academic authority to the curled, 
arthritic fingers of her mother and grandmothers, 
Richman burrows into the realities that make us 
human and fallible and blessed. Inspired by such 
masters of the personal essay as E.B. White and 
M.F.K. Fisher, Richman adds a unique, deeply 
intimate, and often humorous voice of reflection 
on human experience. Time with these genuine, 
inclusive pieces is time well spent.  

 
Jana Richman is the author of 
a memoir and two novels. 
Born and raised in Utah’s west 
desert, she currently lives in 
Escalante, Utah, where foot 
travel is her preferred method 
of commuting and exploring. 
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On July 15, 2016, a faction of the Turkish military 
attempted to overthrow the government of 
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan. The Turkish 
government blamed the unsuccessful coup on 
Gülenists, adherents of an Islamist movement led 
by Fethullah Gülen. They had helped elect Erdogan 
and his AK Party, with the goal of bringing an 
ostensibly soft version of Islam into the secular 
Turkish government. Gülenists had steadfastly 
increased their representation in the military, 
police, judiciary, and elsewhere. This volume 
focuses on the historical and sociopolitical contexts 
of the Gülen Movement’s origins and ascendancy 
along with its possible role in the failed coup. Yavuz 
and Balci are among the first international scholars 
to have studied the movement, from its nascent 
stages in Turkey. The contributors include scholars 
who have researched the movement in Turkey, 
Central Asia, and the Balkans. The result is a 
comprehensive, timely assessment of Gülenist 
activities, the movement’s social and political 
networks, and the institutions that supported it as 
it became an international economic and 
educational force.  

 
M. Hakan Yavuz is 
professor of political 
science at the 
University of Utah. 
He has published 
widely on Islam, 

nationalism, the Kurdish question, and modern 
Turkish politics. Bayram Balci is a researcher at the 
Centre for Research and International Studies 
(CERI-Sciences Po) in Paris. 
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In a startling voice propelled by desire and 
desperation on the verge of laughter, these poems 
leap from the mundane to the sublime, from 
begging to bravado, from despair to reverie, 
revealing the power that comes from hanging on 
by a thread. Poet Heather June Gibbons conjures 
belief in the absence of faith, loneliness in the 
digital age, beauty in the face of absurdity—all 
through the cataract of her sunglasses’ cracked 
lens. In this debut collection, she shows us a world 
so turbulent, anxious, and beautiful we know it 
must be ours. Under pressure, these poems sing.  
 

Heather June Gibbons 
was born in Utah and 
grew up on an island in 
Washington State. She 
is the author of the 
poetry collection Her 
Mouth as Souvenir, 

winner of the 2017 Agha Shahid Ali Poetry Prize 
and forthcoming from the University of Utah Press. 
Heather teaches creative writing at San Francisco 
State University, and in public schools as a 
Teaching Artist for Performing Arts Workshop, a 
youth education non-profit. She lives in San 
Francisco. 
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