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 McDade’s account of Robert Kindred’s book-
pillaging spree in university libraries across the 
United States is a well-told narrative that reads like 
an Elmore Leonard novel. McDade’s dramatic tale 
of book theft, mutilation, and cultural destruction 
is firmly grounded in archival sources, field 
research, and interviews and will appeal to a wide 
range of readers. Mark Rose, professor emeritus of 
English, University of California, Santa Barbara.. In 
1980, an antique print dealer was going broke from 
competition and lack of supply. Then he discovered 
all the high-quality antique prints he could ever 
want—for free—on the shelves of American 
university libraries. Torn from Their Bindings tells 
the story of Robert Kindred’s brazen theft of 
irreplaceable antique illustrations and maps from 
academic libraries across the country—a crime 
spree that left the irredeemable wreck of countless 
rare books in its wake. Travis McDade’s account of 
Kindred’s pillaging and the paper trail that led to 
his capture unfolds with the drama of a true crime 
page-turner— whose pages are replete with the 
particulars of archival treasures, library science, 
print preservation, and the history bound up in the 
cultural heritage plundered by Kindred. Along the 

way we observe the nature and methods of the 
book thief, defacer of priceless volumes and 
purveyor of purloined pages,  and acquire a wealth 
of knowledge about the antique prints he favored. 
Told by an author devoted to the preservation of 
books, the story is propelled by an informed 
curiosity and just outrage from its suspenseful 
opening to its ironic conclusion—the ultimate fate 

of Kindred’s spoils.  
 
Travis McDade is curator of 
law rare books at the 
University of Illinois College of 
Law. A leading expert on 
crimes against rare books, 
maps, documents, and other 
printed cultural heritage 
resources, he is the author of 

three previous books on the subject: Disappearing 
Ink: The Insider, the FBI, and the Looting of the 
Kenyon College Library; Thieves of Book Row: New 
York’s Most Notorious Rare Book Ring and the Man 
Who Stopped It; and The Book Thief: The True 
Crimes of Daniel Spiegelman. 
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 Magic Bean is compelling, comprehensive, and 
timely. Matthew Roth has provided a well-
examined study of soy’s place within a long century 
of changing agriculture, food, diet, and culture. In 
the process, he offers an original and admirably 
wide-ranging account of soy for our time. Benjamin 
R. Cohen, author of Notes from the Ground: 
Science, Soil, & Society in the American 
Countryside. Magic Bean tells the stories of a 
diverse cast of women and men who promoted the 
soybean as devotedly as John Chapman did the 
apple, and explains how a food often billed as a 
meat substitute became a linchpin of animal 
agriculture. Kendra Smith-Howard, author of Pure 
and Modern Milk: An Environmental History Since 
1900. At the turn of the twentieth century, 
soybeans grew on so little of America’s land that 
nobody bothered to track the total. By the year 
2000, they covered upward of 70 million acres, 
second only to corn, and had become the nation’s 
largest cash crop. How this little-known Chinese 
transplant, initially grown chiefly for forage, turned 
into a ubiquitous component of American farming, 
culture, and cuisine is the story Matthew Roth tells 
in Magic Bean: The Rise of Soy in America. The 
soybean’s journey from one continent into the 
heart of another was by no means assured or 
predictable. In Asia, the soybean had been bred 
and cultivated into a nutritious staple food over the 
course of centuries. Its adoption by Americans was 
long in coming—the outcome of migration and 
innovation, changing tastes and habits, and the 

transformation of food, farming, breeding, 
marketing, and indeed the bean itself, during the 
twentieth century. All come in for scrutiny as Roth 
traces the ups and downs of the soybean’s journey. 
Along the way, he uncovers surprising 
developments, including a series of catastrophic 
explosions at soy-processing plants in the 1930s, 
the widespread production of tofu in Japanese 
American internment camps during World War II, 
the decades-long project to improve the blandness 
of soybean oil, the creation of new southern 
soybean varieties named after Confederate 
generals, the role of the San Francisco Bay Area 
counterculture in popularizing soy foods, and the 
discovery of soy phytoestrogens in the late 1980s. 
We also encounter fascinating figures in their own 
right, such as Yamei Kin, the Chinese American who 
promoted tofu during World War I, and African 
American chemist Percy Lavon Julian, who played a 
critical role in the story of synthetic human 
hormones derived from soy sterols. A thoroughly 
engaging work of narrative history, Magic Bean: 
The Rise of Soy in America is the first 
comprehensive account of the soybean in America 
over the entire course of the twentieth century.  

 
Matthew Roth is an 
independent scholar who 
lives in Philadelphia and is a 
staff member of the 
University of Pennsylvania’s 
Andrea Mitchell Center for 
the Study of Democracy. 
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World War I propelled the United States into the 
twentieth century and served as a powerful 
catalyst for the making of modern California. The 
war expanded the role of the government and 
enlarged the presence of private citizens’ 
associations. Never before had so many 
Californians taken such a dynamic part in 
community, state, national, and international 
affairs. These definitive events unfold in California 
at War as a complex, richly detailed historical 
narrative. Historian Diane M. T. North not only 
writes about the transformative battlefield and 
nursing experiences of ordinary Californians but 
also documents how daily life changed for 
everyone on the home front—factory- and 
farmworkers, housewives and children, pacifists 
and politicians. Even before the United States 
entered the war, California’s economy flourished 
because its industrialized agriculture helped feed 
British troops. The war provided a boost to the 
faltering Hollywood film industry and increased the 
military’s presence through the addition of army 
and navy training camps and air fields, ship 
construction, contracts to local businesses, coastal 
defenses, and university-sponsored scientific 
research. In these stories, North traces the roots of 
California’s global stature. The war united 
Californians in common humanitarian goals as they 
supported war-related charities, funded the 
nation’s war machine, conserved food, and 

enforced rationing. Most citizens embraced 
wartime restrictions with patriotic zeal and did not 
foresee the retreat into suspicion, loyalty oaths, 
and unwarranted surveillance, all of which set the 
stage for the beginnings of the modern security 
state. California at War raises important questions 
about what happens when a nation goes to war. 
This book illuminates the legacy of World War I for 
all Americans.  “Diane North’s sweeping overview 
of California in the Great War has something for 
every reader: armchair war buffs, economists, 
scientists, and lawyers anxious to understand how 
the war transformed California and, in turn, the 
nation; and descendants of California veterans, 
keen to experience the sights and sounds of total 
war as their loved ones did.” - Mary Ann Irwin, 
coeditor of California Women and Politics: From 
the Gold Rush to the Great Depression. “Diane 
North’s excellent book is the first serious social 
history of California during World War I. 
Comprehensive, carefully researched, and clearly 
written, the book is especially valuable for its 
detailed discussion of serious violations of 
constitutional rights and liberties made in the 
name of false patriotism.” - Charles Wollenberg, 
author of Berkeley: A City in History. 
 
Diane M. T. North is an award-winning professor of 
history at the University of Maryland University 
College. 
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“A riveting breakthrough account of the CIA’s 
secret media campaign to whitewash its blood-
spattered public image . . . required reading for 
anyone worried about Big Brother’s hidden hand in 
our political discourse and popular culture.” - Frank 
Snepp, author of Decent Interval: An Insider’s 
Account of Saigon’s Indecent End Told by the CIA’s 
Chief Strategy Analyst in Vietnam and Irreparable 
Harm: A Firsthand Account of How One Agent Took 
on the CIA in an Epic Battle over Free Speech. 
“David McCarthy has written an original and 
valuable study of an important facet of recent 
intelligence history. His main argument—that the 
CIA’s deliberate use of public relations has 
paradoxically enabled it to preserve an institutional 
culture of secrecy—is trenchant and persuasive.” 
Hugh Wilford, author of The Mighty Wurlitzer: How 
the CIA Played America. “With both synoptic 
breadth and monographic depth, this ground-
breaking study offers the first comprehensive 
history of CIA public affairs. A must-read for 
anyone interested in the history of secrecy, US 
foreign policy, and US government public 
relations.” - Simon Willmetts, author of In Secrecy’s 
Shadow: The OSS and CIA in Hollywood Cinema 
1941–1979. Dubbed the Year of Intelligence, 1975 
was not a good year for the Central Intelligence 
Agency (CIA). Caught spying on American citizens, 
the agency was under investigation and, indicted in 
shocking headlines, its future covert operations at 
risk. Like so many others caught up in public 
scandal, the CIA turned to public relations; this 
book tells what happened next. In the mid-1970s, 

CIA officials developed a public relations strategy 
to fend off the agency’s critics. In Selling the CIA, 
David Shamus McCarthy describes a PR campaign 
that proceeded with remarkable continuity and 
effectiveness through the decades and regimes 
that followed. He deftly chronicles the agency’s 
efforts to project an image of openness and 
accountability, even as it did its best to put a 
positive spin on secrecy—[m]ore openness with 
greater secrecy, in the Orwellian words of one 
director of public affairs. A tale of machinations 
and manipulations worthy of Hollywood, 
McCarthy’s work exposes a culture of secrecy 
unwittingly sustained by the forces of popular 
culture, and a public relations offensive working on 
all fronts to perpetuate the CIA’s mystique as the 
heroic guardian of national security. Our failures 
are known, our successes are not has been the 
guiding mantra of the CIA ever since. Selling the 
CIA spotlights how the agency’s success in 
outmaneuvering Congress and avoiding public 
scrutiny stands as a direct threat to American 
democracy. 
 
David Shamus McCarthy is assistant professor of 
history at the Richard Bland College of William and 
Mary.  
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Five months after the election of Abraham Lincoln, 
which had revealed the fracturing state of the 
nation, Confederates fired on Fort Sumter and the 
fight for the Union began in earnest. This 
documentary reader offers a firsthand look at the 
constitutional debates that consumed the country 
in those fraught five months. Day by day, week by 
week, these documents chart the political path, 
and the insurmountable differences, that led 
directly—but not inevitably—to the American Civil 
War. At issue in these debates is the nature of the 
U.S. Constitution with regard to slavery. Editor 
Dwight Pitcaithley provides expert guidance 
through the speeches and discussions that took 
place over the Secession Winter (1860–1861)—in 
Congress, eleven state conventions, legislatures in 
Tennessee and Kentucky, and the Washington 
Peace Conference of February 1861. The anthology 
brings to light dozens of solutions to the secession 
crisis proposed in the form of constitutional 
amendments—90 percent of them carefully 
designed to protect the institution of slavery in 
different ways throughout the country. And yet, 
the book suggests, secession solved neither of the 
South’s primary concerns: the expansion of slavery 
into the western territories and the return of 
fugitive slaves. What emerges clearly from these 
documents, and from Pitcaithley’s incisive analysis, 
is the centrality of white supremacy and slavery—
specifically the fear of abolition—to the South’s 
decision to secede. Also evident in the words of 
these politicians and statesmen is how thoroughly 

passion and fear, rather than reason and reflection, 
drove the decision-making process. “Anyone trying 
to understand the debate swirling around the 
constitutional right of secession in the months 
leading up to the Civil War will need to consult this 
volume. The selection of documents reflects 
Dwight Pitcaithley’s mastery of this material, as 
does his superb extended introduction. One word 
summarizes this book’s place in the massive 
literature on the Great Secession Winter of 1860–
1861: indispensable.” - Charles B. Dew, author of 
Apostles of Disunion: Southern Secession 
Commissioners and the Causes of the Civil War. 
“Brilliantly organized and contextualized by the 
author, these documents from America’s greatest 
crisis provide a definitive answer to the question of 
why the South seceded.” - Timothy S. Huebner, 
author of Liberty and Union: The Civil War Era and 

American Constitutionalism. 
 
Dwight T. Pitcaithley is a 
college professor of history at 
New Mexico State University. 
He is a former chief historian of 
the National Park Service. 
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Child labor law strikes most Americans as a fixture 
of the country’s legal landscape, involving issues 
settled in the distant past. But these laws, however 
self-evidently sensible they might seem, were the 
product of deeply divisive legal debates stretching 
over the past century— and even now are subject 
to constitutional challenges. Child Labor in America 
tells the story of that historic legal struggle. The 
book offers the first full account of child labor law 
in America—from the earliest state regulations to 
the most recent important Supreme Court 
decisions and the latest contemporary attacks on 
existing laws. Children had worked in America from 
the time the first settlers arrived on its shores, but 
public attitudes about working children underwent 
dramatic changes along with the nation’s economy 
and culture. A close look at the origins of 
oppressive child labor clarifies these changing 
attitudes, providing context for the hard-won legal 
reforms that followed. Author John A. Fliter 
describes early attempts to regulate working 
children, beginning with haphazard and flawed 
state-level efforts in the 1840s and continuing in 
limited and ineffective ways as a consensus about 
the evils of child labor started to build. In the 
Progressive Era, the issue finally became a matter 
of national concern, resulting in several laws, four 
major Supreme Court decisions, an unsuccessful 
Child Labor Amendment, and the landmark Fair 
Labor Standards Act of 1938. Fliter offers a detailed 
overview of these events, introducing key figures, 
interest groups, and government officials on both 
sides of the debates and incorporating the latest 
legal and political science research on child labor 
reform. Unprecedented in its scope and depth, his 

work provides critical insight into the role child 
labor has played in the nation’s social, political, and 
legal development. “By the mid-twentieth century, 
reformers had forged a national consensus and 
secured state and federal laws to keep children in 
school and out of unsafe workplaces, but that 
consensus is unraveling. This timely history is a 
wake-up call for twenty-first- century Americans.” - 
David S. Tanenhaus, author of The Constitutional 
Rights of Children.  

 
John A. Fliter is associate 
professor of political science at 
Kansas State University. He is 
the coauthor of Fighting 
Foreclosure: The Blaisdell Case, 
the Contract Clause, and the 
Great Depression (Kansas). 
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 The topic of the environmental impact of 
marijuana growing is understudied. This book 
provides new concepts, data, and interpretations 
to guide both future research and policy 
development and a new forum for the marijuana 
legalization debate. It fills a glaring gap in the 
literature and will be foundational for future 
research and policy development. While there have 
been a relatively large number of books on the 
unintended consequences of marijuana prohibition 
and the War on Drugs, this is the first book to 
exclusively take a true multidisciplinary focus on an 
intractable public policy dilemma. Charles D. 
Kaplan, associate dean of research, Hamovitch 
Center for Science in the Human Services, 
University of Southern California. Over the course 
of a year, in just one national forest in California, 
raids on illegal marijuana growing operations 
yielded 19,710 pounds of infrastructure, 138 
ounces of restricted poisons, 4,595 pounds of 
fertilizer, 12 gallons of common pesticides, 5.6 
miles of waterlines, and 102 propane bottles. Even 
as efforts to legalize marijuana accelerate, such 
trespass grows spread exponentially—as does their 
effect on the environment. The nature of this 
impact on the land and in the political arena is the 
pressing issue addressed in Where There’s Smoke. 
This first-of-its-kind interdisciplinary anthology 
draws on the insights of scientists, researchers, and 
activists and ranges across the humanities, natural 

sciences, and social sciences to explore the 
troubling environmental consequences of illegal 
marijuana production on public, private, and tribal 
lands. Classified as a Schedule 1 drug, marijuana 
has been a central focus of the so-called War on 
Drugs—with the perverse result of shifting 
marijuana production from Mexico to the United 
States and with unanticipated consequences for 
the natural environment. Where There’s Smoke 
assesses the broad spectrum of the policy’s effect 
on land and water, flora and fauna, as well as the 
firsthand challenges faced by those tasked with 
responding to this tangled and often dangerous 
state of affairs. In its broad scope, varied 
perspective, and depth of detail, the book will 
prove essential to an understanding of the complex 
social and environmental ramifications of 
marijuana policy and politics in the United States.  
 
Char Miller is the W. M. Keck Professor of 
Environmental Analysis at Pomona College and the 
author and editor of many books on environmental 
history and public lands, including, as author, Not 
So Golden State: Sustainability vs. The California 
Dream; America’s Great National Forests, 
Wildernesses, and Grasslands (with photographer 
Tim Palmer); and Seeking the Greatest Good: The 
Conservation Legacy of Gifford Pinchot. He also 
edited American Forests: Nature, Culture, and 
Politics, published by Kansas. 
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“An impressive, thought-provoking work of value 
to historians specializing in the twentieth century, 
US diplomacy, environmental politics, science and 
technology, public health, food policy, 
communications, and other topics pertaining to the 
ways synthetic chemical pesticides have endured 
many challenges to become an entrenched part of 
modern industrial agriculture.”—Journal of 
American History. “An excellent example of cultural 
and environmental history and a must-read for any 
student of postwar American environmentalism or 
postwar US culture in general.” —Environmental 
History. “Beyond its accessibility to a broad 
spectrum of readers, Pesticides, a Love Story offers 
an impressive breadth of coverage, with sections 
devoted to the assessment of herbicides, 
Integrated Pest Management, endocrine 
disrupters, organic foods, and GMOs, all in addition 
to the familiar topics like the role of DDT in 
controlling malaria during WWII.” —H-Net 
Reviews. 
 

Dr. Michelle Mart is an 
Associate Professor of History 
at Penn State University. Mart's 
research has specialized in 
recent American culture, the 
environment, and foreign 
policy.  Currently, Dr. Mart is 
working on a book-length study 
of the intersection of food, 
politics, and culture.   
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 “This thoughtful study expertly dissects the 
‘bullying scourge’ that poisons lives and society, 
exposing its roots in the institutional structure of a 
‘militaristic capitalist culture’ that it reflects and 
nurtures, while also revealing the encouraging 
reactions that may offer cures for the malady and 
the factors that engender it.”—Noam Chomsky. 
“This is a powerful and compelling book that 
addresses one of the most important social 
problems of our time. It should be read by all 
educators, parents, and anyone else interested in a 
world free of aggression and violence. —Henry 
Giroux, author of Zombie Politics and Culture in the 
Age of Casino Capitalism. “Bully Nation is an 
important example of how intelligent social science 
can help heal the world. If bullying is rooted in 
history and structured by institutions, then citizen 
action can do something about it.”—John 
Ehrenberg, author of Civil Society: The Critical 
History of an Idea.  
 

 Charles Derber is 
professor in the 
Department of 
Sociology at 
Boston College. 
Yale R. Magrass is 
chancellor 

professor in the Department of 
Sociology/Anthropology at the University of 
Massachusetts Dartmouth. 
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Everything began to unravel on October 5, 1986, 
when a Nicaraguan soldier downed an American 
plane carrying arms to ‘Contra’ guerrillas, exposing 
a tightly held U.S. clandestine program. A month 
later, reports surfaced that Washington had been 
covertly selling arms to Iran (our sworn enemy and 
a state sponsor of terrorism), in exchange for help 
freeing hostages in Beirut. The profits, it turned 
out, were going to support the Contras, despite an 
explicit ban by Congress. In the firestorm that 
erupted, shocking details emerged, raising the 
prospect of impeachment, and the American public 
confronted a scandal as momentous as it was 
confusing. At its center was President Ronald 
Reagan amid a swirl of questions about illegal wars, 
consorting with terrorists, and the abuse of 
presidential power. Yet, despite the enormity of 
the issues, the affair dropped from the public radar 
due to media overkill, years of legal wrangling, and 
a vigorous campaign to forestall another 
Watergate. As a result, many Americans failed to 
grasp the scandal's full import. Through exhaustive 
use of declassified documents, previously 
unavailable investigative materials, and wide-
ranging interviews, Malcolm Byrne revisits this 
largely forgotten and misrepresented episode. 
Placing the events in their historical and political 
context (notably the Cold War and a sharp partisan 
domestic divide), he explores what made the affair 
possible and meticulously relates how it unfolded-
including clarifying minor myths about cakes, keys, 

bibles, diversion memos, and shredding parties. 
Iran-Contra demonstrates that, far from being a 
‘junta’ against the president, the affair could not 
have occurred without awareness and approval at 
the very top of the U.S. government. Byrne reveals 
an unmistakable pattern of dubious behavior-
including potentially illegal conduct by the 
president, vice president, the secretaries of state 
and defense, the CIA director and others-that 
formed the true core of the scandal. Given the lack 
of meaningful consequences for those involved, 
the volume raises critical questions about the 
ability of our current system of checks and 
balances to address presidential abuses of power, 
and about the possibility of similar outbreaks in the 
future. 
 

Malcolm Byrne is deputy 
director and research 
director at the National 
Security Archive. He is the 
coauthor of Becoming 
Enemies: U.S.-Iran Relations 
and the Iran-Iraq War, 1979–
1988. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 


