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Dystopic fairy tales told through the lens of media 
and capitalism run amok. 
 
The Official Report on Human Activity by kim d. 
hunter, which is neither official nor a report, is a 
short collection of long stories that are linked by 
reoccuring characters and their personal struggles 
in societies rife with bigotry, in which media 
technology and capitalism have run amok. These 
stories approach the holy trinity of gender, race, 
and class at a slant. They are concerned with the 
process and role of writing intertwined with the 
roles of music and sound. The four stories range 
from the utterly surreal—a factory worker seeking 
recognition for his writing gives birth to a small 
black elephant with a mysterious message on its 
hide—to the utterly real—a nerdy black teen’s 
summer away from home takes a turn when he 
encounters half-white twins on the run from the 
police. Prominently known as a Detroit poet, 
hunter creates illusions and magic while pulling 
back the curtain to reveal humanity—the good, 

bad, and absurd.  
 
kim d. hunter has published 
two collections of poetry: 
borne on slow knives and edge 
of the time zone. His poetry 
appears in Rainbow Darkness, 
What I Say, Black Renaissance 
Noire, 6X6 #35, and elsewhere. 
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Renee Simms’s debut short story collection, Meet 
Behind Mars, is a revealing look at how geography, 
memory, ancestry, and desire influence our 
personal relationships. In many of her stories, 
Simms exposes her own interest in issues 
concerning time and space. For example, in Rebel 
Airplanes, an L.A. engineer works by day on city 
sewers and by night on R-C planes that she yearns 
to launch into the cosmos. The character-driven 
stories in Meet behind Mars offer beautiful insight 
into the emotional lives of caretakers, auto 
workers, dancers, and pawn shop employees. In 
High Country, a frustrated would-be novelist 
considers ditching her family in the middle of the 
desert. In Dive, an adoptee returns to her adoptive 
home, still haunted by histories she does not know. 
Simms writes from the voice of women and girls 
who struggle under structural oppression and 
draws from the storytelling tradition best 
represented by writers like Edward P. Jones, whose 
characters have experiences that are specific to 
black Americans living in the late twentieth and 
twenty-first centuries.  

 
Renee Simms is an assistant 
professor of African American 
studies and contributing faculty 
to English studies at University 
of Puget Sound. Her work has 
been widely published, 
appearing in Callaloo, 
Southwest Review, North 
American Review, Salon, and 

elsewhere.  
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For many people the term silent comedy conjures 
up images of Charlie Chaplin's Little Tramp, Buster 
Keaton's Stoneface, or Harold Lloyd hanging 
precariously from the side of a skyscraper. Even 
people who have never seen a silent film can 
recognize these comedians at a glance. But what 
about the female comedians? Gale Henry, Louise 
Fazenda, Colleen Moore, Constance Talmadge-
these and numerous others were wildly popular 
during the silent film era, appearing in countless 
motion pictures and earning top salaries, and yet, 
their names have been almost entirely forgotten. 
As a consequence, recovering their history is all the 
more compelling given that they laid the 
foundation for generations of funny women, from 
Lucille Ball to Carol Burnett to Tina Fey. These 
women constitute an essential and neglected 
sector of film history, reflecting a turning point in 
women's social and political history. Their talent 
and brave spirit continues to be felt today, and 
Comic Venus: Women and Comedy in American 
Silent Film seeks to provide a better understanding 
of women's experiences in the early twentieth 
century, and to better understand and appreciate 
the unruly and boundary-breaking women who 
have followed. The diversity and breadth of 
archival materials explored in Comic Venus 
illuminate the social and historical period of 
comediennes and silent film. In four sections, 
Kristen Anderson Wagner enumerates the 
relationship between women and comedy, 
beginning with the question of why historically 
women weren't seen as funny or couldn't possibly 
be funny in the public and male eye, a question 

that persists even today. Wagner delves into the 
idea of women's delicate sensibilities, which 
presumably prevented them from being funny, and 
in chapter two traces ideas about feminine beauty 
and what a woman should express versus what 
these comedic women did express, as Wagner 
notes, comediennes challenged the assumption 
that beauty was a fundamental component of ideal 
femininity. In chapter three, Wagner discusses how 
comediennes such as Clara Bow, Marie Dressler, 
and Colleen Moore used humor to gain recognition 
and power through performances of sexuality and 
desire. Women comedians presented sexuality as 
fun and playful, suggesting that personal 
relationships could be fluid rather than stable. 
Chapter four examines silent comediennes' 
relationships to the modern world and argues that 
these women exemplified modernity and new 
womanhood. The final chapter of Comic Venus 
brings readers to understand comediennes and 
their impact on silent-era cinema, as well as their 
lasting influence on later generations of funny 
women. Comic Venus is the first book to explore 
the overlooked contributions made by 
comediennes in American silent film. Those with a 
taste for film and representations of femininity in 
comedy will be fascinated by the analytical 
connections and thoroughly researched histories of 
these women and their groundbreaking 

movements in comedy and 
stage. 
 
Kristen Anderson Wagner 
has written extensively on 
silent comedy. She teaches 
film studies in Northern 
California. 
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Wry and witty stories of unconventional mentors 
show the foundation of O’Neill’s writing life. 
 
Acclaimed novelist Heather O’Neill structures her 
book around ten key lessons she learned in 
childhood from her father. Wryly humorous and 
generous, she shares memories and stories that 
illustrate why it is good to steal things, why one 
should learn to play the tuba, and why one should 
never keep a journal. Her unusual mentors went 
well beyond her janitor father to include ex-bank 
robbers and homeless men. These eccentric 
teachers taught her about the circuitous alleyways 
of semantics and the depth of moral philosophy. 
O’Neill’s intimate recollections make Wisdom in 
Nonsense the perfect companion to her widely 
praised debut novel, Lullabies for Little Criminals 
(HarperCollins). Co-published with Canadian 

Literature Centre/Centre de 
littérature canadienne. 
 
Heather O’Neill is a novelist, 
poet, short-story writer, 
screenwriter, and essayist. Her 
work has been shortlisted for 
many prestigious awards. She 
lives in Montreal, Quebec. 
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Broad Sympathies in a Narrow World: The Legacy 
of W.E.B. Du Bois by Dr. Sandra Staton-Taiwo is a 
collection of poetic reflections on the public and 
private life of an American intellectual giant. For 
more than half of the 20th Century, Dr. W.E.B. Du 
Bois (1868 - 1963) was a major voice in every 
significant debate concerning political policies and 
strategies impacting the lives of African Americans 
and other people of color. As the first African 
American to earn a Ph.D. at Harvard, and then a co-
founder of the National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People, and editor of its 
journal, The Crisis, Du Bois's life's work as a scholar, 
writer, and political spokesperson rendered him 
the most prestigious African American leader in the 
United States. He also enjoyed international 
acclaim for his leading role in the movements for 
independence of African nations and Pan-African 
unity. Staton-Taiwo's poems celebrate the 
greatness of Dubois's political vision and 
engagement, while intuiting the unhappy lives of 
the women who lived in his shadow. Several poems 
assess 21st century race relations in the U.S. in the 
light of DuBois's 20th century insights.  
 

Dr. Sandra Staton-Taiwo is a 
resident of Montgomery, AL. 
She earned her doctorate in 
African American Literature 
from Howard University in 
2001. Dr. Staton-Taiwo has 
taught English literature and 

creative writing at several colleges, and is presently 
a faculty member at Alabama State University. 


